
Staff Reports

When retired Army Lt. Col. 
Brian Jones returned to Tennes-
see, he brought with him two 
decades of military leadership, 
experience in logistics and emer-
gency management, and a desire 
to continue serving the communi-
ty he calls home.

On Aug. 13, Jones, a German-
town resident and recently retired 
U.S. Army officer, joined the City 
of Germantown as its first Veter-
ans Local Government Manage-
ment Fellowship fellow.

The fellowship, sponsored by 

the International City/County 
Management Association, gives 
transitioning service members 
an opportunity to gain hands-on 
experience in municipal govern-
ment during their final 180 days 
in uniform. For participating 
communities, the program comes 
at no cost and is designed to help 
bridge the transition from mili-
tary service to civilian careers in 
local government.

For Jones, the move represents 
a natural continuation of a 20-
year career devoted to public ser-
vice.

Jones served as an Army officer from May 2006 through August 

2026. His most recent command 
assignments included command-
er of the Lake City Army Am-
munition Plant in Missouri and 
division chief for the U.S. Army 
Combined Arms Doctrine Direc-
torate at Fort Leavenworth, Kan-
sas.

Now, he is applying that ex-
perience in logistics, emergency 
management and risk assessment 
in his hometown.

“We are very pleased and ex-
cited to work with this seasoned 
career military officer,” said Pub-
lic Works Director Allen “Oz” 
Broughton. “As a former VL-

GMF participant myself, I can 
attest that this program is a wel-
comed and meaningful resource 
for our military members transi-
tioning from their service back 
into the civilian sector.”

Jones has already made an im-
pression in his new role.

“LTC Jones has been working 
in Public Works for two weeks, 
hit the ground running and im-
mediately started contributing,” 
Broughton said.

Jones will remain with the City 
through mid-October. He began 
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Germantown is getting ready 
for a weekend of rides, live music, 
shopping, food and plenty of fam-
ily fun as the Germantown Festi-
val returns Sept. 12-13 for its 53rd 
year.

The free, family-friendly festival 
will bring more than 400 local and 
national vendors to the German-
town Civic Club Complex, 7745 
Poplar Pike. Visitors can browse 
arts and crafts, enjoy children’s 
activities, rides and games, check 
out car exhibits, sample a variety 
of foods and take in live entertain-
ment.

And, of course, there will be 
dachshunds.

The festival’s annual Running of 
the Weenies returns Saturday, Sept. 
12, bringing together German-
town’s dachshunds for a costume 
contest and race that has become 
one of the weekend’s most enter-
taining traditions.

The Germantown Festival will 
be open from 9:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Saturday and noon to 6 p.m. Sun-
day. Admission is free, although 
food and rides have individual fees.

Bicycles and scooters are not 
permitted on the festival grounds.

Getting there
For those who would rather 

avoid the parking challenge, free 
shuttle service will be available 
from two locations: Germantown 
Church of Christ, 8723 Poplar 
Pike, and the Germantown Per-
forming Arts Center, 1801 Exeter.

Shuttles will operate contin-
uously from 9:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Saturday and from 11 a.m. to 6 
p.m. Sunday. Because the shuttles 
run on a continuous loop, there are 
no designated times for individual 
stops.

Those who park near the festival 
are asked not to block driveways 
or railroad tracks. “No Parking” 
signs will be posted in the Birnham 
Woods subdivision.

Drivers should also expect heavi-

er-than-usual traffic along Poplar 
Pike from Germantown Road to 
Hacks Cross Road. Germantown 
police will be stationed in the area 
to direct traffic and assist pedestri-
ans at crosswalks.

Motorists are urged to use extra 
caution around children and other 
pedestrians throughout the festival 
weekend.

Running of the Weenies
For many festivalgoers, the 

weekend’s most anticipated specta-
cle has four short legs.

The annual Running of the Wee-
nies, presented by the Germantown 
Animal Shelter, will take place Sat-
urday in the Germantown Charity 
Horse Show Arena. Dachshunds 
will compete in a Best Dressed 
costume contest before lining up 
for the race.

The Best Dressed contest begins 
at 11 a.m., followed by the race at 
11:30 a.m. Those hoping for a good 
view are encouraged to arrive at the 
stands around 10:30 a.m.

Even visitors without a dachs-

hund can get in on the fun — and 
support the animal shelter. The 
Germantown Animal Shelter will 
sell commemorative Running of 
the Weenies T-shirts for $20.

Come prepared
With temperatures expected to 

reach the mid to high 80s, festi-
valgoers should dress for warm 
weather. Comfortable walking 
shoes are recommended, as there 
is plenty of ground to cover. Sun-
screen and a hat can also help make 
the day more comfortable.

Visitors should also plan ahead 
when it comes to payment. While 
many vendors accept credit cards, 
rides and games are cash-only. 
ATMs will be available onsite.

With more than 400 vendors, 
live entertainment, food, activities 
and the return of the Weenies, the 
Germantown Festival promises a 
full weekend of community tradi-
tion and family entertainment. 

More Info: For additional  
details, visit germantownfest.com.

Source: City of Germantown See Library, page 3
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Retired Army Officer Brings 20 Years of Service 
to Germantown City Government

Ready, Set, Festival 
The Germantown Festival Returns 

September 12 & 13

Photo: courtesy City of Germantown
Germantown Community 
Library 

Dust off your cloche hats, pol-
ish your wingtips and get ready to 
party like it’s 1922! The German-
town Community Library (GCL) 
is taking a step back into the 
Roaring Twenties for this year’s 
Big Read, bringing F. Scott Fitz-
gerald’s classic novel “The Great 
Gatsby” to life from September 
through November. 

Whether you’re re-reading the 
masterpiece or stepping into West 
Egg for the very first time, the li-
brary is rolling out the red carpet 
with three full months of book 
discussions, jazzy programming 
and community events so grand 
even Jay Gatsby himself would 
approve.

A Community-Wide Collab-
oration

Supported by a $5,000 Nation-
al Endowment for the Arts (NEA) 
Big Read grant, the initiative 
brings together the Germantown 
Regional History and Genealogy 
Center, the Germantown Mu-
nicipal School District and Ger-

mantown Community Theatre. 
Together, the local partners will 
host specialized programs, inter-
active workshops and collabora-
tive events throughout the cele-
bration.

“This initiative truly belongs 
to the entire community,” GCL 
Director Maegan Wright said. “It 
isn’t limited to people who have 
already read ‘The Great Gatsby’ 
or who feel especially knowl-
edgeable about literature. We’ve 
intentionally created opportuni-
ties for children, teens, adults, 
seniors, families, artists, history 
enthusiasts, theater lovers and 
people who are simply curious to 
participate.” 

Here are some highlights of the 
celebration. All events take place 
at the library, 1925 Exeter Road.
•	 The Big Read Kickoff Event 

(Saturday, September 12, 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m.): This free, 
all-ages celebration includes 
interactive activities, themed 
displays and free special  

A Roaring Good Time: 
‘The Great Gatsby’ Takes  

Over Germantown for the NEA 
Big Read

Photo: courtesy City of Germantown
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Amnesty Day Coming September 19

HAVE  LOCAL NEWS TO SHARE? EMAIL IT TO:  
JENNIFERDESHAZO@MAGICVALLEYPUBLISHING.COM

WE’VE MOVED! OUR NEW LOCATION IS:   
7731 HWY 70, SUITE 102, BARTLETT TN 38134

Staff Reports

Residents can dispose of bulky 
and specialty items during the 
City of Germantown’s Amnes-
ty Dumpster and Recycling Day 
from 7:30 a.m. to noon Saturday, 
Sept. 19.

Residents may bring unwant-
ed items that are not accepted 
through regular curbside sanita-
tion service to either of two col-
lection sites: the Public Services 
complex at 7700 Southern Ave. 
or Johnson Road Park at 2950 

Johnson Road.
Accepted items include build-

ing materials, fencing and wire, 
steel poles, tires without rims, 
concrete, dirt, rocks, lawnmow-
ers, bicycles, grills and propane 
grill tanks.

At Johnson Road Park, resi-
dents also may bring up to three 
bankers boxes of personal doc-
uments for shredding and recy-
cling, as well as computers, mon-
itors, stereos and other electronic 
items.

Proof of Germantown residen-

cy is required, and only home-
owner-generated materials will 
be accepted.

Microwave ovens, light bulbs, 
paint, chemicals and hazardous 
waste will not be accepted.

Amnesty Dumpster and Re-
cycling Day is sponsored by the 
City of Germantown and the Nat-
ural Resources Commission.

For a full list of accepted items, 
vis i t :  Germantown-TN.gov/ 
Amnesty

Source: City of Germantown

Staff Reports

Five members of the Ger-
mantown Fire Department 
have been recognized for 
their role in helping save 
the life of a patient who ex-
perienced a life-threatening 
medical emergency.

According to the Ger-
mantown Fire Department, 
E94 A-Shift Lt./Paramed-
ic Josh Waterbury, Driver/
Paramedic Edmund Ruck-
er, Firefighter/Paramedic 
Carlton Kline, U54 A-Shift 

Firefighter/Paramedic Paul 
Halford and Firefighter/
AEMT Zach Meza received 
the Survival to Discharge 
Award for their care of the 
patient.

The department credited 
the crew’s rapid response, 
clinical care and teamwork 
with helping the patient 
survive and recover. The 
patient was ultimately dis-
charged from the hospital 
and able to return home.

The recognition rep-
resents one of the most im-

portant outcomes for first 
responders: a life saved and 
a family able to welcome a 
loved one home.

The Germantown Fire 
Department also is encour-
aging residents to learn 
Hands-Only CPR, which 
can play a critical role when 
someone experiences cardi-
ac arrest. 

According to the depart-
ment, immediate bystander 
CPR can double or even 
triple a person’s chance of 
survival.

Hands-Only CPR does 
not require a medical back-
ground, and learning the 
basic technique takes only 
a short amount of time. The 
department encourages res-
idents to become part of the 
chain of survival by learn-
ing the lifesaving skill.

The Germantown Fire 
Department provides a 
Hands-Only CPR instruc-
tional video for residents 
who want to learn more.

Source: 
Germantown Fire Department

Germantown Firefighters Honored 
for Life-Saving Emergency Response

G E R M A N T O W N , 
TENN. – Germantown’s 
commercial corridors are 
paving the way for expand-
ed healthcare options and 
improved patient access. 
During a September 1st 
meeting, the Design Re-
view Commission (DRC) 
greenlit design plans for 
two key local medical proj-
ects, transforming a vacant 
retail space on German-
town Road and upgrading 
emergency wayfinding 
along Poplar Avenue.

Stern Cardiovascular 
ASC Takes Shape on Ger-
mantown Road

The former Office Depot 
building at 1283 S. Ger-
mantown Road is officially 
one step closer to its next 
chapter as the Stern Cardio-
vascular Ambulatory Surgi-
cal Center (ASC). The DRC 
approved site and building 
modifications submitted by 
architectural design firm 
UrbanARCH Associates, 
clearing the path to repur-
pose the vacant retail hub 
into a state-of-the-art med-
ical center.

Plans for the location in-
clude:

• Physical Therapy Clin-
ic: A 5,504-square-foot fa-
cility dedicated to patient 
rehabilitation

• Cardiovascular Sur-
gical Center: An adjacent 
19,581-square-foot special-
ty center focused entirely 
on cardiovascular proce-
dures

The approved minor site 
renovations will revitalize 
the prominent storefront 
while bringing specialized 
medical services closer to 
home for Germantown res-
idents.

Illuminating Emergen-
cy Care at Methodist Le 
Bonheur

Finding the right entrance 
during a medical crisis just 
got easier. Representatives 
from Methodist Le Bon-
heur Healthcare German-
town Hospital (7691 Poplar 
Avenue) received DRC ap-
proval to replace a 15-year-
old directional sign at the 
main drive entrance to their 
emergency facilities.

Le Bonheur Children’s 
Hospital recently opened a 
separate, dedicated emer-
gency department at Meth-
odist Le Bonheur Ger-
mantown Hospital. This 
facility marks the only 
dedicated Le Bonheur chil-
dren’s emergency room in 
Shelby County outside of 
the main downtown Mem-
phis campus. Because the 
emergency departments for 
both the adult hospital and 
the new pediatric unit share 
a completely separate drive 
entrance from the main hos-
pital building, updated sig-
nage is essential. 

The new, illuminated 
sign will ensure motorists 
are clearly guided directly 
to emergency care, specifi-
cally highlighting the pres-
ence and location of the 
new specialized children’s 
emergency room when sec-
onds count.

Looking Ahead
This approval reflects 

Germantown’s commit-
ment to maintaining attrac-
tive, functional medical 
spaces that directly serve 
the community’s needs. As 
exterior modifications get 
underway on Germantown 
Road and new signage 
lights up Poplar Avenue, 
both projects mark positive 
steps forward for local pub-
lic health, accessibility and 
safety.
Source: City of Germantown

DRC Approves Modern  
Medical Upgrades 

Across Germantown
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Germantown Night Out, 
an annual community event 
honoring local first respond-
ers, is scheduled for Tues-
day, Oct. 6, from 5 to 9 p.m.

Each year, neighborhoods 
across the city host outdoor 
block parties, cookouts 
and driveway gatherings 
to show appreciation for 

first responders. During the 
evening, personnel from 
the Germantown Police De-
partment, Germantown Fire 
Department, EMS and 911 
Dispatch visit participating 
neighborhoods to meet resi-
dents, answer questions and 
enjoy refreshments provid-
ed by residents.

Neighborhood organizers 
are encouraged to register 

their events early so first re-
sponders can visit as many 
gatherings as possible.

To add a neighborhood 
to the official visitation 
route, contact Communi-
ty Engagement Coordina-
tor Erinn Figg at EFigg@
Germantown-TN.gov or 
901-757-7203. Organizers 
should provide the neigh-
borhood name, event lo-

cation and address, event 
start and end times, and the 
primary contact’s name and 
phone number.

Residents interested in 
hosting a neighborhood 
gathering are encouraged to 
register their events in ad-
vance.

 
Source: City of Germantown

Honor Our First Responders:  
Plan Ahead for Germantown Night Out



editions of “The Great Gatsby,” 
including board books for kids 
and graphic novels for teens. 

Come dressed in your 1920s 
best or just come as you are!

•	 Gatsby’s Gallery: A Roaring 
Twenties Tiny Art Show (Sep-
tember 12 through 30): Stop by 
the Info Desk to pick up a mini 
canvas, create your master-
piece at home and return it to 

be featured in the library-wide 
art gallery this fall.

•	 Lecture & Discussion with 
Dr. Donal Harris (Wednesday, 
September 16, 6 to 7 p.m.): Join 
Dr. Harris from the Universi-
ty of Memphis as he explores 
the deeper cultural contexts, 

literary themes and historical 
echoes of the Jazz Age. Reg-
istration is required: Call 757-
7323, visit the information 
desk or register online here.

•	 Student Art Submissions 
(October 1 through 31): GCL 
is collecting original student 
artwork for a November show-
case celebrating the novel. 
Student artists in third through 
12th grade are invited to sub-
mit creative works inspired by 
the era or their favorite literary 
themes. For submission guide-
lines, click here.

•	 Germantown in the 1920s 
(Saturday, October 10, 2 to 
3 p.m.): Turn back the clock, 
gather for an engaging book 
discussion and hear from local 
historians as they bring to life 
what Germantown was like 
during the 1920s, featuring a 
special display of local artifacts 
and genealogical records. Reg-
ister online here.  

•	 Gatsby After Dark: Reader’s 
Theater & Book Discussion 
(Wednesday, October 21, 4 
p.m.): Step into character! At-
tendees will have the unique 
opportunity to act out iconic 
scenes from the book during 
this interactive evening discus-
sion.

•	 Book Discussion & Jazz Ses-
sion (Wednesday, November 
18, 3 to 4 p.m.): Explore a 
curated Jazz Age playlist and 

trace how the music of the era 
mirrors the novel’s sweeping 
themes of aspiration, reinven-
tion and identity.

•	 The Great Gatsby: Outdoor 
Movie Showing (Saturday, No-
vember 21, 4 to 6 p.m.): Step 
into the glitz and glamour un-
der the stars! Enjoy an outdoor 
screening of the classic 1974 
film adaptation. 1920s attire is 
highly encouraged! Afterward, 
stick around for a post-screen-
ing discussion comparing the 
film’s cinematic vision to Fitz-
gerald’s timeless novel. Reg-
ister online at: https://german-
town-tn.libcal.com. 

Rooted in Connection
“I hope residents come away 

feeling more connected to not 
only the story, but to one another 
and to the community we share,” 
Wright said. “One of the things I 
value most about public libraries 
is their ability to bring together 
people who may have very differ-
ent ages, backgrounds and expe-
riences and give them a common 
place to have a conversation.”

There are many more book dis-
cussions and activities throughout 
the coming months. To view the 
complete lineup, check the City 
Calendar, visit the GCL website 
or check out the library’s Face-
book page.

by shadowing Broughton in Pub-
lic Works and will rotate through 
other municipal departments 
during his fellowship.

Among his early contributions 
has been spearheading German-
town’s entry into the Tennessee 
Water & Wastewater Agency 
Resource Network Mutual Aid 
Agreement, known as TnWARN. 
The initiative is designed to 
strengthen emergency utility re-
silience and improve interagency 
response capabilities during di-
sasters.

For Jones, the experience has 
offered a firsthand look at the 
people behind the city’s opera-

tions.
“In my short time here, I have 

been incredibly impressed by 
the dedication and selfless ser-
vice of both the professional staff 

and the volunteers who choose 
to serve the community,” Jones 
said. “They are truly what makes 
Germantown so wonderful, and I 
feel privileged to learn from them 

each day.”
His military background is 

complemented by extensive pro-
fessional training and education. 
Jones holds an International Mas-
ter of Business Administration 
from the University of Memphis 
and is a certified Project Man-
agement Professional, PMI Risk 
Management Professional and 
Demonstrated Master Logisti-
cian. He also holds multiple cer-
tifications in emergency manage-
ment and incident command.

The fellowship brings Jones 
back to a community that helped 
shape his path long before his 
military career began.

A 2001 Germantown High 
School graduate, Jones said re-
turning to Tennessee has been 
both professionally rewarding 
and personally meaningful.

“I am absolutely thrilled to be 
back in Tennessee and reunited 
with the community that had such 
a profound impact on my life and 
originally inspired my career of 
service in the Army,” Jones said. 
“I am deeply humbled and grate-
ful to both the ICMA and the City 
of Germantown for welcoming 
me into this role, allowing me to 
continue growing professional-
ly and supporting my long-term 
commitment to serving the Mid-
South region.”

For Germantown, Jones’ arrival 
represents more than the addition 
of an experienced military leader. 
It also reflects the city’s effort to 
connect veterans with new oppor-
tunities to put their skills, leader-
ship and commitment to service 
to work close to home.

Source: City of Germantown
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Continued from 1
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BOOST YOUR BUSINESS BY 
ADVERTISING IN THE BUSINESS 

DIRECTORY! CALL 433.9138

Friday night the 
arm and legs of 
Houston Mustang 
junior quarterback 
Cannon Day nearly 
helped Houston 
pull off the upset 
of the Southwind 
Jaguars. Despite 
Day tossing a TD 
and running in a 
score, Southwind 
escaped Houston 
with a 28-27 win to 
remain unbeaten.

Photos By James 
Coffman
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Friday, August 28th 

Crimes: 

Officers arrested a 
subject for being the 
primary aggressor 
during an altercation. 
The arrest originated 
from the 2800 block 
of Keasler Circle East 
at 8:46 a.m. A subject 
made a false report 
to officers. The report 
originated from the 
8700 block of Poplar 
Pike at 9:15 a.m. 

Officers arrested a 
subject for taking 
merchandise from a 
business. The arrest 
originated from the 
9200 block of Poplar 
Avenue at 1:43 p.m. 

A victim reported 
that their identifying 
information was 
compromised. The 
report originated from 
the 7400 block of 
Neshoba Road at 2:06 
p.m. 

Saturday, August 29th 

Crimes: 

A victim reported 
that their bicycle was 
taken from a park. 
The report originated 
from the 8600 block of 
Farmington Boulevard 
at 9:05 a.m. 

A victim reported an 
unauthorized credit 
card transaction. The 
report originated from 
the 7800 block of Wolf 
River Boulevard at 
11:48 a.m. 

A subject was 
observed taking 
merchandise from a 
business. The report 
originated from the 
9200 block of Poplar 
Avenue at 1:36 p.m. 

Officers arrested a 
subject for taking 
merchandise from a 
business. The arrest 
originated from the 
9200 block of Poplar 
Avenue at 4:23 p.m.

Sunday, August 30th 

Crimes: 

A subject was 
observed taking 
merchandise from a 
business. The report 
originated from the 
7600 block of West 
Farmington Boulevard 
at 10:21 a.m. 

Officers arrested two 
subjects for taking 
merchandise from a 
business. The arrest 
originated from the 
9200 block of Poplar 
Avenue at 12:25 p.m. 

A victim reported a 
physical altercation 
at a park. The report 
originated from the 
7700 block of Poplar 
Pike at 2:02 p.m. 

Monday, August 31st 

Crimes: 

A victim reported 
that their wallet was 
taken from a business. 
The report originated 
from the 7600 block of 
Poplar Avenue at 9:01 

a.m. 

A victim reported 
threatening social 
media messages. The 
report originated from 
the 9700 block of Wolf 
River Boulevard at 1:25 
p.m. 

A victim reported 
that an item was taken 
from a business. The 
report originated from 
the 7500 block of Wolf 
River Boulevard at 3:10 
p.m. 

Officers arrested a 
subject for unlawfully 
entering a business. 
The arrest originated 
from the 7600 block of 
Poplar Avenue at 8:16 
p.m. 

A victim reported that 
their wallet was taken 
during a ride share. 
The report originated 
from the 3100 block 
of Devonshire Way at 
9:52 p.m. 

A victim reported a 
physical altercation at 
a school. The report 
originated from the 
7600 block of Poplar 
Pike at 11:36 p.m. 

Tuesday, September 
1st 

Crimes: 

A subject was 
observed taking 
merchandise from a 
business. The report 
originated from the 
9200 block of Poplar 
Avenue at 8:26 a.m. 

A victim reported 
threatening social 
media messages. The 
report originated from 
the 8300 block of 
Shady Creek Drive at 
2:03 p.m. 

A victim reported 
that their bicycle was 
taken from a business. 
The report originated 
from the 7600 block of 
Farmington Boulevard 
at 3:19 p.m. 

Wednesday, 
September 2nd 

Crimes: 

Officers arrested a 
subject for unlawful 
possession of narcotics. 
The arrest originated 
from the area of Poplar 
Avenue/Poplar Pike at 

2:41 a.m. 

A victim reported 
unwanted contact 
from an acquaintance. 
The arrest originated 
from the 2100 block of 
West Glenalden Drive 
at 3:23 p.m.

Officers arrested a 
subject for being the 
primary aggressor 
during an altercation. 
The arrest originated 
from the 1700 block 
of Bryn Mawr Circle 
at 5:56 p.m. Officers 
arrested a subject for 
taking merchandise 
from a business. The 
arrest originated from 
the 7600 block of 
Farmington Boulevard 
at 7:31 p.m. 

Thursday, September 
3rd 

Crimes: 

Officers arrested a 
subject for unlawful 
possession of narcotics. 
The arrest originated 
from the area of South 
Germantown Road/
Akerswood Drive at 
1:07 a.m. Officers 
arrested a subject for 
unwanted physical 
contact. The arrest 
originated from the 
9700 block of Wolf 
River Boulevard at 
11:00 p.m. 

CRASHES There were 
a total of 21 crashes 
reported for this time 
period

POLICE REPORTS

P retty much any-
one old enough 
to remember Sep-

tember 11, 2001, can tell 
you where they were when 
they first heard that some-
thing terrible was happen-
ing in New York.

I was sitting in a sev-
enth-grade geography class.

Looking back now as a 
parent, I can’t imagine what 
it must have been like to 
be a teacher that morning. 
Teachers were learning the 
news at essentially the same 
time as everyone else, but 
they also had a classroom 
full of children looking to 
them for some explanation 
of what was happening.

At our school, it seems 
like teachers took sever-
al different approaches. 
Some turned on televisions 
in their classrooms. Others 
wheeled in those old TVs 
on carts that every school 
seemed to have back then. 
Some listened to radio re-
ports.

Our geography teacher 
took a different approach.

He simply told us that 
something had happened 
that morning that we would 
remember for the rest of our 
lives.

And that was about all he 
would tell us.

At the time, I remember 
being frustrated by that. 
Looking back, I understand 
it a little better. The country 
itself didn’t yet understand 
what was happening, and 
he apparently didn’t want 
to pass along information to 
a room full of seventh-grad-
ers until he knew what was 
true.

When the bell rang and 
I walked into the hallway, 

other students began filling 
in the gaps. Airplanes had 
hit the World Trade Cen-
ter. One tower was on fire. 
Then both towers had been 
hit.

At first, many of us as-
sumed it must have been 
some terrible accident.

An accident would have 
been horrifying enough.

The truth was much 
worse.

According to the official 
account assembled by the 
bipartisan 9/11 Commis-
sion, American Airlines 
Flight 11 struck the North 
Tower at 8:46 that morn-
ing. United Airlines Flight 
175 struck the South Tower 
at 9:03. American Airlines 
Flight 77 hit the Pentagon 
at 9:37. The South Tow-
er collapsed at 9:59, and 
United Airlines Flight 93 
crashed near Shanksville, 
Pennsylvania, at 10:03 after 
passengers and crew fought 
back against the hijackers. 
The North Tower fell at 
10:28.

By the end of the morn-
ing, America had changed.

Nineteen al-Qaeda terror-
ists had hijacked four com-
mercial airliners and turned 
them into weapons. In all, 
2,977 innocent people were 
killed in New York, at the 
Pentagon and aboard Flight 
93. Among them were hun-
dreds of firefighters, police 
officers and other first re-
sponders who ran toward 
danger while thousands of 
others were trying desper-
ately to escape it.

Those numbers are im-
portant, but numbers can 
become strangely imper-
sonal with time.

There were 2,977 indi-
vidual people.

They had spouses ex-
pecting them home that 
evening. Children waiting 
to see Mom or Dad. Par-
ents, brothers, sisters and 
friends. Some had gone to 
work that morning. Some 

had boarded an airplane for 
an ordinary business trip or 
vacation. Firefighters and 
police officers responded 
to what they thought was 
an emergency and found 
themselves in the middle of 
an attack on the country.

Twenty-five years lat-
er, those are the people we 
should remember first.

But remembering also 
means trying to under-
stand what happened, and 
that leads to another lesson 
from September 11 that I 
think remains important to-
day: the public needs access 
to information.

There are still questions 
surrounding 9/11, and there 
probably always will be. 
Some are legitimate ques-
tions about intelligence 
failures, government pre-
paredness and what vari-
ous agencies knew before 
the attacks. Others have 
developed into alternative 
theories that range from 
plausible questions worth 
examining to claims that 
have been investigated ex-
tensively and for which ev-
idence has not been found.

For example, people of-
ten ask about World Trade 
Center Building 7 because 
no airplane struck it. That 
is true. The official investi-
gation by the National Insti-
tute of Standards and Tech-
nology concluded that fires 
burning uncontrolled for 
hours led to a progressive 
structural collapse. NIST 
also specifically exam-
ined whether an explosion 
caused the building to fall 
and reported that it found 
no evidence of such a blast.

Likewise, theories have 
circulated for years that a 
missile rather than an air-
plane struck the Pentagon. 
The official record iden-
tifies American Airlines 
Flight 77, and the inves-
tigation included aircraft 
debris, eyewitness accounts 
and other physical evidence 

from the site.
That doesn’t mean people 

should be discouraged from 
asking questions. Quite the 
opposite. Important events 
deserve scrutiny.

And there are genuine 
reasons to ask difficult 
questions about what hap-
pened before September 11.

The 9/11 Commission it-
self reported that during the 
spring and summer of 2001, 
American intelligence 
agencies received a stream 
of warnings that al-Qaeda 
was preparing something 
major. CIA Director George 
Tenet famously described 
the system as “blinking 
red.” An Aug. 6 presidential 
intelligence briefing was ti-
tled “Bin Ladin Determined 
to Strike in US.”

The Commission ul-
timately found serious 
failures in imagination, 
coordination and infor-
mation-sharing. Pieces of 
information existed in dif-
ferent places, but they were 
not assembled in time to 
prevent the attack.

Knowing that makes ac-
cess to the historical record 
even more important.

There are legitimate rea-
sons for government secre-
cy. Active military opera-
tions cannot be broadcast 
to an enemy. Intelligence 
sources sometimes have to 
be protected. The identities 
of minor crime victims de-
serve protection. Certain 
investigative records can-
not reasonably be released 
while an investigation is 
underway.

But secrecy should not 
become a reflex.

Eventually, the people 
deserve to know what their 
government knew, what 
decisions were made and 
why they were made. Gov-
ernment officials work on 
behalf of the public. Public 
records belong, in a very 
real sense, to the public.

We deal with this same 

principle on a much small-
er scale as local journalists. 
Tennessee’s Public Records 
Act begins with the prin-
ciple that government re-
cords are open to citizens 
unless the law specifically 
provides otherwise. At the 
same time, the list of ex-
ceptions has grown consid-
erably through the years, 
often for understandable 
reasons.

Every exception may 
have a good argument be-
hind it. But collectively, we 
should always be cautious 
when the amount of infor-
mation hidden from the 
public grows.

Lack of information cre-
ates a vacuum, and vacu-
ums are quickly filled by 
rumor, speculation and dis-
trust.

That is true when the 
subject is one of the great-
est national tragedies in 
American history, and it 
is true when the subject is 
a controversy at the local 
courthouse or school.

Journalists have an im-
portant role in obtaining 
and explaining that infor-
mation, but freedom of 
information isn’t really a 
privilege for journalists. It 
belongs to everyone. The 
press simply uses that right 
on behalf of the public ev-
ery day.

Still, I don’t want ques-
tions about government 
transparency—or debates 
over what happened behind 
the scenes—to become the 
central story of September 
11.

The central story is the 
people.

It is the office worker 
who never made it home.

The firefighter climbing 
the stairs while everyone 
else was coming down.

The passengers aboard 
Flight 93 who learned what 
had happened in New York 
and decided they would not 
sit quietly while their air-

plane was used to kill more 
people.

It is the families whose 
lives changed forever that 
morning.

And it is a generation of 
Americans who can still 
close their eyes and re-
member exactly where they 
were when they first heard 
the news.

A quarter-century has 
passed now. An entire 
generation has grown to 
adulthood with no personal 
memory of September 11 at 
all.

That makes our respon-
sibility to remember even 
greater.

Tell your children where 
you were.

Tell them what happened.
Tell them about the peo-

ple who died, the first re-
sponders who ran toward 
the buildings and the pas-
sengers who fought back.

Encourage them to learn 
the history and to ask ques-
tions.

Because “never forget” 
means more than remem-
bering a date on the calen-
dar.

It means preserving the 
truth of what happened and 
the memory of the people 
whose lives were taken that 
day.

Twenty-five years later, 
we remember.

WE REMEMBER
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Germantown Community
Advertise your business 
in the local newspaper!

Call 901-476-7116

ADVERTISE 
WITH  

The Bartlett Express, 
The Collierville 

Herald-Independent,  
The Millington 
Star and The 

Germantown News  
& Shelby Sun Times

BY PLACING  
AN AD IN  

The Shopper News 
Classifieds!

(901) 476-7116

SHOPPER NEWS CLASSIFIEDS  •  WEST 10 MEDIA  •  MVP  •  THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2026

AUTO AUCTIONS

AUTO AUCTIONS

To Place Your Ad, Contact Us 
Today! 901.476.7116  

adrianna@magicvalley 
publishing.com SHOPPER NEWSSHOPPER NEWS Classifieds To Place an Ad: 

476-7116

                          Auctions
GET THE WORD OUT about your next 
auction! Save Time & $$$. One Call 
For All. Your ad can appear in this 
newspaper + 104 other TN newspapers. 
For more info, contact this newspaper’s 
classified dept. or call 931-624-8916. 

            Cable / Satellite / Wireless
Choose EarthLink Fiber Internet for 
speeds up to 5 Gigs, no data caps, no 
throttling. Prices starting at $54.95. 
Plus, a $100 gift card when you make 
the switch.  Call 1-855-481-3340

DIRECTV- All your entertainment. 
Nothing on your roof! Sign up for Direct 
and get your first free months of Max, 
Paramount+, Showtime, Starz, MGM+ 
and Cinemax included. Choice package 
$84.99/mo. Some restrictions apply. Call 
DIRECTV 1-844-230-4803

Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet!  Free 
Install, Free HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 
On-Demand Movies, Plus Limited Time 

Up To $600 In Gift Cards. Call Today! 
1-844-274-6074   

                    Health / Beauty
Audien Hearing. The world’s first 
hearing aid with touchscreen controls. 
No tiny buttons, apps or prescriptions. 
45-day risk free trial. Free shipping. 
Lifetime support. More than 1.5 million 
happy customers. Call Audien 1-888-
297-2079

Safe Step Stairlifts. Enjoy greater 
independence and stay in the home 
you love. Feel safe on every level. $750 
off plus FREE installation. Made in 
the U.S.A. Call today for a free quote. 
1-866-432-3409

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 400 plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a discount plan. Do 
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 
1-844-278-8285 www.dental50plus.com/
tnpress #6258

                Home Improvement   
Olshan Foundation Solutions. Your 
trusted foundation repair experts since 
1933. Foundation repair. Crawl space 
recovery. Basement waterproofing. 
Water management and more. Free 
evaluation. Limited time up to $250 off 
foundation repair. Call Olshan 1-866-
265-5932             
        
                 Wanted - To Buy
We Buy Houses for Cash AS IS! No 
repairs. No fuss. Any condition. Easy 
three step process: Call, get cash offer 
and get paid. Get your fair cash offer 
today by calling Liz Buys Houses: 
1-877-551-1426
          
    Advertise Throughout Tennessee
YOUR LOW COST ADVERTISING 
Solution! One call & your 25 word ad will 
appear in 105 Tennessee newspapers 
for $275/wk or 28 West  TN newspapers 
for $120/wk. Call this newspaper’s 
classified advertising dept. or go to 
www.tnpress.com

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED ADS
Reaching more than 979,000 Readers Every Week!

For placement information, contact this newspaper’s classifi ed advertising department.
591,000

CALL (901) 476-7116

YOUR 
CLASSIFIED 
AD COULD 
BE HERE!  

CALL 
901.476.7116

Special!!  General 
yard work, leaves 

raked, Putting down 
mulch.  Free Estimates. 
Reasonable.  PaCerno 

901-323-2822

SERVICES

B&B TOWING, LLC  
2574 SUMMER,  

MEMPHIS  38112

2024 CHEV MALIBU  
VIN# 1G1ZD5ST0RF127320

2013 CHEV CAM  
VIN# 2G1FB1E36D9232829

2019 NISSAN KICKS  
VIN# 3N1CP5CU0KL521698

2008 CHEV IMT  
VIN# 2G1WT58N289221561

2005 FORD MUS  
VIN# 1ZVFT80NX55219776

2001 CHEV TAH  
VIN# 1GNEC13T51J298461

2022 KAWK ZX1  
VIN# JKBZXVM1XNA002249

2005 HOND ACC  
VIN# 1HGCM82695A003354

2009 TOYT YAR  
VIN#  JTDKT903895249533

THE FOLLOWING VEHICLES  
WILL BE SOLD TO SATISFY  

STORAGE AND TOW FEES ON 

9/30/2026:

BIG RIVER TOWING  
2219 Filmore Ave. 

Memphis, TN 38114

YV1RS61T332240028  
2003 VOLVO S60 

1HGCR2F51DA247708 2013 
HONDA ACCORD

The following vehicles will be sold  
at public auction to satisfy towing,  

storage, and related charges on
OCTOBER 11, 2026 AT 11 A.M.

Thursday September 10th – 
Monday September 21st 

2012 Hyundai Equus,  
2007 Chevrolet Impala  
and 2007 Ford Ranger.

CITY OF  
BARTLETT

City Owned Assets
Internet Auction

www.govdeals.com

PULL UP AND 
PULL OFF TOWING  

819 CHELSEA AVENUE
MEMPHIS, TN 38107 
(901) 653-8690

2005 NISSAN ALTIMA
VIN: 1N4AL11D15C362854

2001 TOYOTA TUNDRA
VIN: 5TBRT341515160840

2014 NISSAN ALTIMA
VIN: 1N4AL3AP5EC262598

2009 JEEP COMPASS
VIN: 1J4FT47B99D137647

2014 CHEVY TREVERSE
VIN: 1GNKRFED7EJ220371

2012 DODGE CHALLENGER
VIN: 2C3CDYBTXCH105656

THE FOLLOWING VEHICLES WILL BE 
SOLD AT AUCTION FOR REPAIR AND 

STORAGE FEE AT 10 AM ON  
SEPT. 24, 2026:SEPT. 24, 2026:

1HGCR2F53HA108444 
2017 HONDA ACCORD

1C4RJHEG8P8816569 
2023 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

JTDS4MCE3MJ054999 
2021 TOYOTA COROLLA

1B3BD1FB0BN531671
2011 DODGE AVENGER MAINSTREET

3N1BC1CP8BL386903
2011 NISSAN VERSA

JN1CV6AR4CM682007
2012 INFINITI G37 

1GKEK13TX1J279677
2001 GMC YUKON

1G1PC5SH6B7118353
2011 CHEVROLET CRUZE

1G1AK55F277237527
2007 CHEVROLET COBALT

JN1BJ0HP0FM730986
2015 INFINITI QX50

WBANA73524B812104
2004 BMW 5 SERIES

1G1BE5SM4K7123892
2019 CHEVROLET CRUZE

5N1BA0NFXDN610110
2013 NISSAN ARMADA

JM1BL1VG6B1415476
2011 MAZDA3

JN8AZ1MU3DW202125
2013 NISSAN MURANO

5FNYF3H56CB040561
2012 HONDA PILOT

1G2JB524627365213
2002 PONTIAC SUNFIRE

5YFEPMAE5MP267990
2021 TOYOTA COROLLA

OCTOBER 11, 2026 AT 11 AM

DTS TOWING 
3930 THOMAS ST., MEMPHIS, 38127  

THE FOLLOWING VEHICLES  
WILL BE SOLD AT AUCTION ON
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See This Week’s 
Answers In Next 
Week’s Edition 
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Know Before  
You Throw:  

Proper Paint Disposal
City of Germantown

A little leftover paint can 
create a big mess when it’s 
placed in your trash cart be-
fore it has dried.

The City of Germantown 
has received complaints 
about paint splattered in 
streets, which can happen 
when wet paint leaks or 
spills from trash carts during 
collection. Never place wet 
paint in your trash cart.

Before disposing of paint, 
make sure it is completely 
dry and follow the appropri-
ate disposal method based 
on the type of paint.

Latex paint
Latex paint is not consid-

ered hazardous waste and 
does not need to be taken to 
a hazardous waste facility. 
To dispose of latex paint:

Pour the paint into a con-
tainer filled with kitty litter 
or paper scraps.

Allow the paint to dry 
completely.

Once the paint is fully 
hardened, place it in your 
trash cart.

If you have a large amount 
of latex paint, you can pur-
chase waste paint hardener. 
About one cup of paint hard-

ener mixed with one gallon 
of paint can cause the paint 
to harden within hours. Fol-
low the product instructions 
for proper use.

Oil-based paint
Oil-based paint is con-

sidered hazardous waste 
and should not be placed in 
your trash cart. It should be 
taken to the Shelby Coun-
ty Household Hazardous 
Waste Facility at 6305 Ha-
ley Road in Memphis.

For more information, 
visit Shelby County House-
hold Hazardous Waste, or 
call (901) 222-7705.

Remember
– Never put wet paint in 

your trash cart.
– Never pour paint down 

a drain. It can damage pipes 
and harm the water supply.

– Never pour paint onto 
the ground. Paint can be 
hazardous to soil and the en-
vironment.

– Always allow latex 
paint to dry completely be-
fore placing it in the trash.

Taking a few extra min-
utes to properly dispose of 
leftover paint can help keep 
our streets clean and prevent 
unnecessary messes during 
trash collection.

Germantown seeks artists 
for Sculpture on  

the Greenway exhibition
Staff Reports

The Germantown Public 
Art Program is seeking art-
ists nationwide for the inau-
gural 2027-2029 “Sculpture 
on the Greenway” rotating 
exhibition.

As part of Phase 2 of the 
Wolf River Cultural Green-
way initiative, seven out-
door sculptures will be se-
lected for installation along 
sections of Germantown’s 
more than 10-mile trail 
system. The exhibition will 
bring together art, nature, 
recreation and wellness in 
an outdoor gallery setting.

Selected artists will re-
ceive a stipend for the two-
year loan of their artwork. 

The city will assist with in-
stallation and removal.

The call is open to emerg-
ing and experienced profes-
sional artists in the United 
States who are at least 18 
years old and specialize in 
outdoor sculpture. Artists 
may submit up to three eli-
gible works.

The application deadline 
is Oct. 4. Eligibility require-
ments, project details and 
application information are 
available at germantown-
publicart.org.

The project is funded by 
the Germantown Public Art 
Fund.

Source:  
City of Germantown

Germantown Neighborhood 
Summit set for Sept. 29

Staff Reports

Germantown’s Annual 
Neighborhood Summit will 
bring residents, neighbor-
hood leaders and local busi-
nesses together Tuesday, 
Sept. 29, from 5:30 to 8 p.m. 
at the Great Hall & Confer-
ence Center.

The free community 
event traditionally draws 
more than 250 attendees and 
will feature networking with 
residents and neighborhood 
leaders, a local business 
expo, updates on city events 
and initiatives, refreshments 
and wine tastings, neigh-
borhood awards and prize 

drawings.
Businesses can partic-

ipate through Gold spon-
sorships, priced at $300, or 
Silver sponsorships, priced 
at $200. Both include space 
in the business expo and 
recognition in event promo-
tions. Door prize donations 
also are welcome.

Sponsorships are limited. 
Businesses interested in par-
ticipating can contact Erinn 
Figg at EFigg@German-
town-TN.gov or 901-757-
7203 for more information.

Source:  
City of Germantown

Two members of the 
Germantown Fire Depart-
ment are heading back to 
the classroom to advance 
their careers and expand 
the skills they bring to the 
community.

According to the Ger-
mantown Fire Department, 
Ethan Browder is attending 
Advanced EMT school. 
Browder joined GFD in 
October 2025 after earn-
ing his EMT-Basic license 
earlier that year. In May, he 
completed the Tennessee 
Fire and Codes Academy’s 
10-week fire academy, 
graduating with Class 26-
01.

Zac Meza is attending 
paramedic school. Meza 
joined GFD in October 
2025 after earning an asso-
ciate degree in Fire Science 
from Mount San Antonio 
College in California. His 
path into the fire service 
began with Fire Science 
courses, where he earned 
his EMT-Basic certification 

and completed the 78th Ba-
sic Fire Academy.

The department said both 
firefighters are continuing 

their education to strength-
en their knowledge and 

skills and better serve the 
Germantown community.

Source and photo: 
Germantown Fire Department

Learning to Lead:  
Firefighters Head Back to School

WE’VE MOVED! OUR NEW LOCATION IS:   
7731 HWY 70, SUITE 102, BARTLETT TN 38134
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GREAT NEWS!
IN THE PAST 24 MONTHS, WE HAVE HELPED 30 FAMILIES 
OBTAIN MEDICAID BENEFITS FOR THEIR LOVED ONES 
WHO REQUIRE NURSING HOME CARE.

Call Cox Law Office today for a consultation.

DON’T WAIT UNTIL A CRISIS OCCURS. LET US HELP 
YOU PLAN TO ESTABLISH MEDICAID ELIGIBILITY.

Past results do not guarantee future outcomes. Every Medicaid application is dependent upon the 
client’s unique facts, financial circumstances, eligibility, and applicable law.

COX LAW 
OFFICE

901.853.3500 
149 S. Rowlett, 
Collierville, 38017 
coxelderlaw.com

ST. GEORGE’S SOCCER RECAP: The St. George’s Lady Gryphons had a 
perfect week on the pitch beating Harding Academy and St. Benedict. St. 
George’s started off the week with a 6-0 win over the Harding Academy 
Lady Lions and then achieved a mercy-rule victory, the Lady Eagles prevail-
ing 9-0. 

Photos By Ryan Frazier


