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For Germantown Parks and 
Recreation Director Natalie Ruf-
fin, a tree outside the Parks & Rec-
reation office is more than part of 
the city’s landscape. It is a living 
reminder of her mother.

After her mother died, a tree was 
donated and planted in her memo-
ry, giving Ruffin’s family a place 
to pause, reflect and remember.

“It held such deep meaning for 
my family,” Ruffin said. “Having 
that living tribute here has been a 
constant source of comfort and re-
membrance.”

Through Germantown’s Living 
Legacy program, families, friends 
and organizations can commem-
orate someone special or mark a 
meaningful occasion with a liv-
ing tribute — one that grows and 
changes with time. For $300, res-
idents can sponsor a tree planting 
to celebrate a milestone, welcome 
a new family member or remem-
ber a loved one, creating a lasting 
tribute while adding to the city’s 
tree canopy and helping keep Ger-
mantown’s landscape vibrant.

The program’s reach can be 
seen at City Hall, where seven 
plaques recognize 428 people and 

one beloved dog who have been 
honored or memorialized through 
Living Legacy.

Recently, friends and commu-
nity organizations honored the 
memory of longtime Germantown 
resident Sue Olsson with Living 

Legacy tree plantings, to serve as 
a lasting reminder of a life that 
touched the community.

“As the trees grow and mature, 
Sue’s memory will be kept alive,” 
said her friend Brandy Miller.

Living Legacy donations should 
be submitted by June 1, 2027, to 
allow sufficient time for the Board 
of Mayor and Aldermen approval 
process.

For more information, contact 
City Arborist and Natural Re-
source Manager Bryan Piefer at 
(901) 751-7684 or BPiefer@Ger-
mantown-TN.gov.

Source: City of Germantown
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Visitors to the Germantown Fes-
tival can skip the parking search 
and take advantage of free shut-
tle service throughout the festival 
weekend.

Shuttles will run from two loca-
tions: Germantown Athletic Club, 
1801 Exeter Road, and German-
town Church of Christ, 8723 Pop-
lar Pike.

Dogs are welcome aboard the 
shuttles for the Running of the Wee-
nies, provided they are leashed, 
under their owner’s control and ei-
ther held or transported in a small 
kennel. Owners are responsible for 
cleaning up after their pets. Drivers 
may deny boarding if a dog is not 
safely under control.

The festival will feature nearly 
400 arts and crafts vendors, live 
entertainment, food and the Run-
ning of the Weenies. It will be held 
at the Germantown Civic Club 
Complex, 7745 Poplar Pike, from 
9:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 
12, and noon to 6 p.m. Sunday, 
Sept. 13.

Source: City of Germantown

GERMANTOWN, TENN. –
During Monday’s Board of May-
or and Aldermen (BMA) meeting, 
Public Safety Dispatcher Jailer 
Kimberly “Hope” Brown received 
the Germantown Police Depart-
ment Dispatch Life Saving Award 
for her heroic actions during a crit-
ical medical emergency.

The high-stress call came in on 
May 31 at approximately 12:23 
p.m. regarding an unresponsive 
10-year-old boy in a swimming 
pool. Upon taking the call, Brown 
rapidly assessed the situation while 
simultaneously relaying crucial 
details to the dispatch floor to en-
sure swift emergency response. 
Through targeted questioning, she 

recognized that the child was not 
breathing effectively, identifying 
his “snoring” sounds as ineffective 
gasping breaths - a critical sign of 
medical distress.

Pivotal First Minutes
Recognizing the immediate 

threat to the child’s life, Brown 
instructed the caller to begin CPR. 
She provided continuous guidance 
and reassurance, maintaining in-
structions until the Germantown 
Fire Department arrived on the 
scene. 

On-duty Battalion Chief Keith 
Bartozzi noted that Brown’s initia-
tion of bystander CPR had a pro-
found impact on the outcome. The 
boy was alert by the time he arrived 
at the hospital, where the attending 
physician at Methodist Le Bon-
heur Children’s Hospital praised 
the seamless lifesaving actions 
taken from the initial dispatch call 

through the hospital transfer.
Following a clinical review, 

EMS Chief Jerome Cole strongly 
endorsed recognizing Brown, con-
firming that her prompt directive to 
begin bystander CPR directly cor-
related to the patient’s survival.

“Kimberly Brown is commend-
ed for her exceptional handling 
of an emergency call involving 
a 10-year-old drowning victim. 
Confronted with a panicked fami-
ly and a child in critical condition, 
she remained calm and composed 
throughout the call,” Cole said. “She 
quickly and accurately recognized 
that the child was not breathing  
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The Germantown Board of May-
or and Aldermen on Monday, Aug. 
24, approved three bond resolutions 
authorizing city staff and financial 
advisers to begin preparations for 
the city’s 2026 bond issuance and 
debt-refinancing program.

The vote does not finalize the 
bond sale. Instead, it authorizes 
staff and advisers to begin the le-
gal, statutory and administrative 
steps required to bring the bonds to 
market later this year.

The board approved initial and 
authorizing resolutions for up to 
$13.5 million in Series 2026A gen-
eral obligation improvement bonds. 
The bonds would provide $10 mil-
lion for acquiring, constructing, 
renovating and equipping school 
facilities at Houston High School 
within the Germantown Municipal 
School District.

The funding represents the city’s 
third major bond initiative support-
ing GMSD capital investments, 
following $27 million for Forest 
Hill Elementary and $5 million for 
Houston Middle School.

Another $3.5 million would fund 
improvements to the Germantown 
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Germantown’s Living Legacy program 
turns memories into growing tributes

Free shuttle  
service available 
for Germantown 

Festival

Germantown board 
approves bond  

resolutions for 2026 
projects, refinancing

See Bond, page 4See Brown, page 3

Lifesaving Response: 
BMA honors PSDJ Hope Brown

Photo: courtesy City of Germantown

Germantown Municipal School 
District (GMSD)

Houston High School Athlet-
ics opened the 2026–27 school 
year with an outstanding week 
of competition, school spirit, and 
community engagement. From an 
electric Friday night at Landers 
Stadium to championship-level 
performances on the road, our 
Mustang student-athletes and 
coaches represented Houston 
High School and GMSD ex-
tremely well.

Football – A Special Opening 
Night at Landers Stadium

Friday night provided an in-
credible start to the 2026 football 
season as Houston hosted Ger-
mantown High School in front of 
an energetic home crowd.

The atmosphere surrounding 
the season opener was outstand-
ing. One of the highlights of the 
evening was a special airplane 

flyover prior to kickoff, adding 
another memorable element to 
an already exciting Friday-night 
environment. Our students, fam-
ilies, staff, band, cheerleaders, 
Pom, community members, and 
Mustang supporters helped create 
the type of game-day atmosphere 
that makes Houston High School 
Athletics special.

Once the game began, the Mus-
tangs carried that energy onto 
the field. Houston delivered an 
impressive performance on both 
sides of the ball and earned a 
40–6 victory over Germantown 
to begin the season 1–0.

It was an excellent open-
ing-night statement and a tremen-
dous way to begin another season 
of Mustang Football.

Houston will now turn its at-
tention to its first road challenge 
of the season against Whitehaven 
High School on Friday, August 

Mustang Athletics Opens  
the Season Strong

See Sports, page 3

Photo: courtesy City of Germantown
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Say You Read It In the Germantown 
News & Shelby Sun Times!

SPOTLIGHT ON GMSD TALENT

Germantown Municipal 
School District (GMSD)

There is plenty to look 
forward to from the Hous-
ton Marching Band and 
drumline this fall, and we 
can’t wait to share more 
about this year’s program 
in a future newsletter. But 
before the school year gets 
too far underway, there is 
some pretty big band news 
from over the summer that 
we don’t want you to miss.

The Houston High School 
Wind Ensemble has been 
selected as one of three fea-
tured high school bands to 
perform at the 2027 Ten-
nessee Music Education 
Association Conference in 
Nashville.

The Wind Ensemble will 
perform Friday, Jan. 15, at 

the Gaylord Opryland Re-
sort & Convention Center as 
part of the statewide confer-
ence, which brings together 
music educators, students 
and performing ensembles 
from across Tennessee.

“I am THRILLED to 
share that the Houston High 
School Wind Ensemble will 
be one of three featured 
high school bands at the Tn-
MEA conference this year,” 
Director of Bands Kevin 
Carpenter shared when the 
news was announced. “I’m 
super proud to get to give 
this experience to my stu-
dents.”

The Houston Wind En-
semble represents some of 
the most advanced musi-
cians in the Houston High 
band program. Students 
earn their places through au-

ditions and perform some of 
the highest-level literature 
in the program.

Carpenter also credited 
Associate Director of Bands 
Brian Sims and Houston’s 
band families for helping 
build the program and sup-
port its students. And, in 
classic Mr. Carpenter fash-
ion, he followed the big an-
nouncement with one addi-
tional thought:

“If you need me, I will be 
having a panic attack some-
where about a concert that is 
seven months away.”

Congratulations to the 
musicians and staff of THE 
Houston Band. We can’t 
wait to hear you in Nash-
ville!

Germantown Municipal 
School District (GMSD)

Houston Middle sev-
enth grader Roper Oswald 
is officially taking center 
stage! Following a standout 
summer on scholarship at 
the prestigious Interlochen 
Center for the Arts in Pip-
pin, Roper is stepping onto 
the professional stage once 
again.

He spent the summer at 

the prestigious Interlochen 
program. Fans can soon 
catch him performing at 
Playhouse on the Square, 
Memphis’ professional the-
ater.

Roper soon stars as Ed-
mund Pevensie in Playhouse 
on the Square’s production 
of Narnia! We are incredibly 
proud of our students as they 
pursue their passions and 
shine both in the classroom 
and in our arts community.

G E R M A N T O W N , 
TENN. – The Germantown 
Fire Department is proud 
to announce the promotion 
of Sam Woolfolk and Zack 
Thorn to the rank of Driver. 

Earning this rank requires 
more than years of service. 
Candidates must success-
fully complete a rigorous 
promotional process that 
includes a written examina-
tion, practical examination 
and structured panel inter-
view. The process evaluates 
technical knowledge, pre-
cision driving, emergency 
response, pumping opera-
tions, aerial device deploy-

ment, decision-making and 
leadership potential.

Both Sam and Zack have 
demonstrated the skill, 
judgement and commitment 
required to safely operate 
our apparatus, protect their 
fellow firefighters and serve 
our community.

Sam Woolfolk is a 
third-generation firefighter, 
following in the footsteps 
of his father and grandfa-
ther, who both served with 
the Memphis Fire Depart-
ment. A Field Training 
Officer and chairman of 
the department’s Health & 
Wellness Committee, Sam 

is known for professional-
ism, positive attitude and 
commitment to continuous 
improvement. His dedica-
tion to the job reflects the 
department’s motto: “Ex-
cellence Every Call.”

Zack Thorn began his ca-
reer with the Germantown 
Fire Department in 2013 
after graduating from the 
Germantown Fire Basic 
Firefighting Class 12. For 
more than a decade, Zack 
has been a leader in the de-
partment’s Learning About 
Fire  Safety (LAFS) pro-
gram, helping educate local 
elementary students about 

fire safety and bringing the 
program’s beloved charac-
ter Flash to life. His enthu-
siasm for public education 
and his commitment to 
training have made a lasting 
impact on our community.

Please join us in congrat-
ulating Driver Woolfolk and 
Driver Thorn on this well-
earned achievement! We 
are proud of their continued 
service to Germantown.

Source: City of Germantown

Houston Wind Ensemble  
Selected to Perform  

at 2027 TnMEA Conference

Germantown firefighters Woolfolk,  
Thorn promoted to driver rank

Photo: courtesy GMSD
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Shelby County Department of Housing (SCDH) is preparing its Consolidated Annual  
Performance Report (CAPER) for the program year (Shelby County Fiscal Year 2026, Federal 
Program Year 2025) that began July 1, 2025 and ended June 30, 2026.  The CAPER is required 
by the U.S. Department of Housing & Urban Development (HUD) to describe CDBG and 
HOME activities undertaken by SCDH to address housing and community development needs,  
especially in low- and moderate-income areas of Shelby County, outside the City of Memphis. 
SCDH expended approximately $438,228.30 in Community Development Block Grant funds, 
$188,367.84 in HOME funds, and $179,582.20 in HOME-ARP funds, for the following activities:  
low-to-moderate income housing rehabilitation, minor home repair, and lead hazard reduction;  
infrastructure/community development improvements to benefit low-to-moderate income 
communities within the Urban County; public service activities to benefit Urban County  
seniors; supportive services to address needs of qualifying populations at risk of homelessness; 
administrative expenses; and program delivery costs.  Note as of the time of this publication, 
SCDH plans to make one final drawdown from available program funds to account for the 
remainder of expenditures through June 30, 2026.

The CAPER will be available for public review and comment from Wednesday, September 9, 
2026 through Monday, October 12, 2026 on the Department of Housing website https://www.
develop901.com/planning-and-reporting. The proposed CAPER will also be distributed via 
email to the City of Memphis library listserv and physical copies will be held at 6465 Mullins 
Station Rd, Memphis TN 38134 and at the following library branches across Shelby County: 
Benjamin Hooks Central Library, Arlington Library, Bartlett Library, Collierville Library, Ger-
mantown Library and Millington Library.  To solicit comments on the CAPER, Shelby County 
Department of Housing will host two public hearings on Wednesday, September 23, 2026 at 
12:00pm and 5:30pm with both in person and virtual attendance options. 

In Person Attendance Option: Shelby County Code Enforcement, Conference Room, 6465 
Mullins Station Road Memphis, TN 38134. Attendees should enter the Code Enforcement 
Building through the front entrance; upon walking up to the building, attendees will need to 
follow the signage that leads to the meeting. 
Virtual Attendance Option: A virtual option to join is also provided, and participants can join 
the meeting with a computer, tablet, or smartphone at 
https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/279828328800591?p=xTpuZHwkCK6Pd5U1oh 
Meeting ID: 279 828 328 800 591 Passcode: 9Ma2CR9d +1 323-591-8428,,502497587# Phone 
conference ID: 502 497 587# at the above noted meeting time.

Written comments or suggestions regarding the CAPER will be accepted through 4:30 p.m. 
on September 25, 2026. Written comments should be sent to Dana Sjostrom (dana.sjostrom@
shelbycountytn.gov) at Shelby County Department of Housing, 6465 Mullins Station Road, 
Memphis, TN 38134.  SCDH will respond to all written comments within three working days 
of receipt and comments will be included as applicable in the final CAPER submission to HUD. 
For questions concerning the public hearing or the CAPER, please contact the Department of 
Housing at 901-222-7600.

This notice also serves to amend the HOME ARP allocation and associated Implementation 
Plan.  The HOME ARP Allocation Plan was approved by HUD in 2022 to administer funds in 
support of qualifying populations in the form of eligible supportive services and administration 
activities.  The allocation was increased by $1,802.00 for a revised allocation of $1,559,065.00.  
This non-substantial amendment will increase the budget for Supportive Services by $1,531.75 
for a total of $1,325,205.25.  The budget for administrative costs will also increase by $270.25 
coming to a total of $233,859.75.

SCDH is proposing two amendments to previous Annual Plans.  Comments regarding these 
amendments can be directed to dana.sjostrom@shelbycountytn.gov through Wednesday,  
October 7, 2026.  The following two amendments are included:

1. SCDH proposes a substantial amendment to the Annual Plan for FY24 (AP2) by cancelling 
the Northaven Sidewalk Project.  It will be replaced with Collierville’s Waterline project.  
Should the Northaven Sidewalk Project become viable in the future, updates will be added 
to the appropriate AP and/or CAPER.  

2. In order to comply with recent Executive Order 14151 Ending Radical and Wasteful Govern-
ment DEI Programs and Preferencing, and Executive Order 14173 Ending Illegal Discrimina-
tion and Restoring Merit-Based Opportunity, FY26 Action Plan (AP3) is hereby amended to 
exclude language inconsistent with the above referenced Executive Orders in the following 
manner:

• Page 5 (executive summary): The Regional Fair Housing Goals & Strategic Partnership 
Opportunities document in the attachments illustrates the goals associated with Shelby 
County’s most recent Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing, which also serves as a 
joint City-County Plan to guide our programming to better address community needs 
with an equitable focus.

• Page 66/67 (homeless and other special needs): Our system performance measures also 
include improving our community’s rate of exits to permanent destinations, decreasing 
our rates of return homelessness, improving the length of stay standards for program 
types, addressing issues of equity in access to housing and homelessness, and increasing 
income for clients. 

Those with special needs that plan to attend the public hearing are encouraged to contact SCDH 
at (901) 222-7600 by 4:30 pm on Monday, September 21, 2026 and we will work to accommodate  
you.  Para mas información en Español, por favor llame Dana Sjostrom al 901-222-7601.

The Shelby County Department of Housing does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, sex, religion, age or disability in employment or provision of services. Equal 
opportunity/equal access provider. 
       Mickell Lowery  
       Shelby County Mayor
Attest:
Scott Walkup, Administrator
Department of Housing 

PUBLIC NOTICE
SHELBY COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING

FY 2026 – PY 2025 CONSOLIDATED ANNUAL PERFORMANCE REPORT
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Volleyball – Championship 

Weekend at Volleyball in the 
Ville

Houston Volleyball continued 
its strong start to the season with 
an excellent showing at Collier-
ville High School’s Volleyball in 
the Ville tournament.

Competing against quality 
competition throughout the week-
end, the Mustangs battled their 
way through the tournament and 
advanced all the way to the cham-
pionship match.

Reaching the finals of an ear-
ly-season tournament is a great 
accomplishment and provided 
our team with valuable experi-
ence against high-level competi-
tion. The weekend demonstrated 
the competitiveness, toughness, 
and potential of this year’s group 
as they continue building toward 

district and postseason play.
The championship appearance 

provides excellent early-season 
momentum and another exam-
ple of the high expectations sur-
rounding Houston Volleyball.

Cross Country – Outstanding 
First Road Meet

Houston Cross Country put 

together an outstanding perfor-
mance in its first out-of-town 
meet of the season, coming away 
with an impressive team victory.

Our runners competed extreme-
ly well from the front of the field 
through the entire lineup. The 
performance was an excellent 
example of the depth, prepara-

tion, and commitment within the 
Houston Cross Country program.

Winning the first road meet in 
such convincing fashion provides 
tremendous early-season momen-
tum and sets a high standard for 
what this group hopes to accom-
plish throughout the fall.

Girls Soccer – Strong Start in 
Chattanooga

Houston Girls Soccer also had 
an outstanding weekend, travel-
ing to Chattanooga and coming 
away with two victories in an im-
pressive early-season showing.

Beyond the results on the field, 
the trip provided an excellent 
opportunity for team bonding, 
leadership development, and con-
tinued growth as the Mustangs 
begin another championship-lev-
el season. The group competed 
with confidence, played together, 
and represented Houston High 
School and GMSD extremely 
well throughout the weekend.

The Houston Girls Soccer pro-
gram continues to operate with 
high expectations. This year’s 

team has its sights set on another 
deep postseason run as the Mus-
tangs look to return to the TSSAA 
State Tournament for the fifth 
consecutive year.

Winning both matches on the 
road while continuing to build 
chemistry made Chattanooga an 
excellent start for a program that 
once again enters the season with 
championship aspirations.

A Great Start for Mustang 
Athletics

This past weekend represented 
much more than wins and losses. 
It was a tremendous example of 
what we want the Houston High 
School athletic experience to look 
like.

Across our programs, our stu-
dent-athletes continue to compete 
at a high level while representing 
their school and community with 
pride. Just as importantly, our 
coaches, families, staff, adminis-
trators, and supporters continue to 
work together to create meaning-
ful experiences for our students.

SPORTS, 
Continued from 1
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BOOST YOUR BUSINESS BY 
ADVERTISING IN THE BUSINESS 

DIRECTORY! CALL 433.9138

By Marvis Davis,  
GMSD District Athletic Director

Friday night’s Battle for Ger-
mantown kicked off in unforget-
table fashion on Friday, as former 
Houston High School Mustang 
Alexander Green, Class of 2026, 
took to the skies for a special fly-
over above Landers Ford Stadium.

For Alexander, aviation has 
been a lifelong passion. His father 
is a FedEx pilot, and Alex grew 
up flying alongside him in smaller 
aircraft. After earning his driver’s 
license, he began spending more 
time at the airport, building rela-

tionships within the aviation com-
munity and looking for opportuni-
ties to continue learning.

I have been talking with Alex 
for more than a year about find-
ing a way to bring a flyover to 
Friday Night Lights at Houston 
High School. We knew it would be 
special, but having one of our own 
former students make it happen for 
the Battle for Germantown made 
the moment even better.

As an athletic director, I spend 
a lot of time thinking about the 
experiences we create for our stu-
dent-athletes and our community. 
But Friday night was also a great 

example of what we want students 
to see beyond the field.

Alex found something he was 
passionate about, pursued it and 

then brought that talent back to his 
school to create an experience for 
others.

I could not have been prouder 
watching him fly over the stadium 
Friday night. Our current students 
got to look up and see a former 
Mustang doing something pretty 
incredible - and hopefully see an-
other example of just how many 
different places their own interests 
and talents can take them.

The Battle for Germantown is 
always one of the biggest nights 
on our athletics calendar. This 
year, one of our own helped us 
take it to new heights.

Former Mustang Takes Friday Night Lights  
to New Heights

adequately and guided the family 
through CPR step by step. Her rap-
id assessment, clear direction and 
steady demeanor empowered the 
family to take decisive action, and 
the child survived.

“Kimberly’s response exempli-
fies the core mission of the depart-
ment’s bystander CPR initiative: 
delivering life-saving intervention 
in the critical minutes before EMS 
arrives,” he continued. “Her perfor-
mance is a powerful testament to the 
value of dispatcher-assisted CPR 
as a frontline, life-saving skill. It 
stands as a model for strengthening 
the department’s dispatch-to-by-
stander response and reflects the 
very best of what this initiative was 
created to achieve. Kimberly’s pro-
fessionalism, composure and skill 
made the difference between trag-
edy and survival, and she is deeply 
deserving of recognition.

Trained for Excellence
Captain Rachel Pierski echoed 

Cole’s sentiments.

“Public Safety Dispatchers are 
the first line of response in a crisis. 
In a situation where every second 
counts, Brown’s specialized train-
ing allowed for an accurate as-
sessment and her immediate CPR 
instructions directly resulted in 
saving a life,” Pierski said. “Her 
calm professionalism allowed her 
to guide the boy’s family through 
those pivotal first minutes, giving 
him the chance he needed to sur-
vive. Her actions exemplify the 
highest standards of the German-
town Communications Division.”

Pierski noted that Germantown’s 
entire dispatch team consists of 
Certified Emergency Medical Dis-
patchers through the Association of 
Public-Safety Communications Of-
ficials. It was this specialized med-
ical training that Brown drew upon 
during those critical moments.

Brown’s accurate assessment, 
immediate CPR guidance and un-
wavering composure directly saved 
a young life, exemplifying the 
highest standards of public safe-
ty and service to the Germantown 
community.

Source: City of Germantown

BROWN, 
Continued from 1



G E R M A N T O W N , 
TENN. – Frustrated with 
your cellphone reception or 
internet service? According 
to customer feedback, many 
Germantown residents share 
that frustration. To tackle 
the issue head-on, the City’s 
Engineering Department 
launched the Germantown 
Net Check survey to pin-
point exact locations where 
coverage falls short and de-
mand for upgraded service 
is highest.

The anonymous survey 

prompts residents to enter 
their address and answer 
a quick question about the 
specific service improve-
ments they want to see in 
their neighborhood. As re-
sponses come in, the data 
automatically populates a 
live public map, creating a 
comprehensive visual snap-
shot of coverage across the 
city.

“By leveraging public 
feedback and ArcGIS Sur-
vey123 mapping, the City 
can move beyond anecdot-

al reports and create a ver-
ified, data-driven heat map 
of connectivity gaps across 
the community,” Director of 
Engineering Jennifer Allen 
said.

Why Your Feedback 
Matters

The Engineering Depart-
ment will share the com-
piled results directly with 
major telecommunications 
and internet service provid-
ers, giving the City critical 
leverage to advocate for lo-
cal upgrades:

• Evidence-Based Infra-
structure Planning: Con-
crete, map-based data gives 
providers a compelling busi-
ness case to prioritize fiber 
and cellular expansion into 
underserved neighborhoods.

• Strategic Alignment: 
Public mapping signals the 
City’s commitment to solv-
ing dead zones and helps 
align private sector expan-
sion plans with the areas of 
greatest resident need.

• Improved Transparency 
and Cooperation: Verified 

data helps streamline City 
discussions during permit-
ting processes and franchise 
negotiations to ensure re-
sources focus where they 
matter most.

Be Part of the Solution
• Take the Survey: To take 

the Germantown Net Check 
survey, click here.

• View the Live Map: To 
view the map that summa-
rizes community responses, 
click here.

• Spread the Word: Share 
the survey link with your 

friends and local neighbor-
hood groups. The more re-
sponses we gather, the clear-
er our community heat map 
becomes, giving the City a 
stronger voice when push-
ing providers for coverage 
upgrades.

• Help a Neighbor: Do you 
have a neighbor or family 
member without internet ac-
cess? Pull up the survey on 
your phone and help them 
fill it out.

 
Source: City of Germantown

City Launches ‘Net Check’ Survey to Target Cell, Internet Dead Zones
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Friday, August 21st 

Crimes: 

Officers arrested a 
subject for unlawful 
possession of narcotics. 
The arrest originated 
from the area of Kirby 
Parkway/Poplar Avenue 
at 1:32 a.m. 

A victim reported that 
their license plate was 
stolen from the mail. 
The report originated 
from the 8600 block of 
Dogwood Road at 1:20 
p.m. 

A subject made a false 
report to officers. The 
report originated from 
the 6900 block of Fords 
Station Road at 2:09 
p.m. 

A victim reported a 
physical altercation at 
a business. The report 
originated from the 
9400 block of Crestwyn 
Hills Drive at 2:16 p.m. 

A complainant 
reported a violation 
of a court order. The 
report originated 
from the 1900 block 
of South Germantown 
Road at 3:22 p.m. 

A victim reported 
threatening phone 
calls. The report 
originated from the 
2100 block of Night 
Shade Drive at 3:25 
p.m. 

Officers arrested a 
subject for making 
threats of violence. 
The arrest originated 
from the 7600 block of 
Poplar Avenue at 4:39 
p.m. 

Officers arrested a 
subject for taking 
merchandise from a 
business. The arrest 
originated from the 
7600 block of Poplar 
Avenue at 6:27 p.m. 

Saturday, August 
22nd 

Crimes: 

A victim reported 
that their credit card 
information was 
compromised. The 
report originated 
from the 8000 block 
of Willow Brook Road 
at 12:32 p.m. Officers 
arrested a subject for 

taking a purse. The 
arrest originated from 
the area of Farmington 
Boulevard/Sonning 
Drive at 4:08 p.m.

Sunday, August 23rd 

Crimes: 

Officers arrested a 
subject for being the 
primary aggressor 
during an altercation. 
The arrest originated 
from the 8600 block 
of Shadowbrook 
Cove at 3:01 p.m. A 
victim reported that 
their residence was 
unlawfully entered 
and items were taken. 
The report originated 
from the 1700 block of 
Elmhurst Drive at 7:14 
p.m. 

Monday, August 24th 

Crimes: 

A victim reported 
that their identifying 
information was 
compromised. The 
report originated from 
the 7100 block of River 
Reach Road at 11:30 
a.m. 

Officers arrested two 
subjects for presenting 
a counterfeit check. 
The arrest originated 
from the 1400 block 
of South Germantown 
Road at 12:01 p.m. 

A victim reported 
that their garage was 
unlawfully entered 
and items were taken. 
The report originated 
from the 3000 block 
of Shannon Oaks Cove 
at 1:53 p.m. A victim 
reported threatening 
text messages. The 
report originated from 
the 7800 block of 
Grove Court West at 
3:41 p.m. 

Officers arrested two 
subjects for taking 
merchandise from a 
business. The arrest 
originated from the 
7500 block of Poplar 
Avenue at 6:45 p.m. 

Officers arrested two 
subjects for taking 
merchandise from a 
business. The arrest 
originated from the 
7600 block of West 
Farmington Boulevard 

at 7:42 p.m. 

Tuesday, August 25th 

Crimes: 

A victim reported 
that their identifying 
information was 
compromised. The 
report originated from 
the 7600 block of 
Poplar Avenue at 10:30 
a.m. 

A victim reported 
that their identifying 
information was 
compromised. The 
report originated from 
the 8100 block of 
Poplar Avenue at 2:56 
p.m. 

A victim reported that 
their cell phones were 
taken from a business. 
The report originated 
from the 2000 block 
of Exeter Road at 4:50 
p.m. 

Wednesday, August 
26th 

Crimes: 

Officers arrested a 
subject for taking 
merchandise from a 
business. The arrest 
originated from 
the 7700 block of 
Farmington Boulevard 
at 6:14 p.m. 

Officers arrested a 
subject for being the 
primary aggressor 
during an altercation. 
The arrest originated 
from the 2300 block 
of McVay Cove at 9:57 
p.m. 

A victim reported 
harassing behavior. 
The report originated 
from the 2100 block of 
Donnington Cove at 
10:48 p.m.

Thursday, August 27th 

Crimes: 

A victim reported 
that their credit card 
information was 
compromised. The 
report originated from 
the 8200 block of 
Poplar Pike at 2:45 p.m. 

CRASHES There were 
a total of 32 crashes 
reported for this time 
period

I f you’ve just started 
managing your own 
finances, recom-

mitted to doing it well or 
noticed your spending isn’t 
making you as happy as 
you’d hoped, a budget might 
be exactly what you need. 
When you know where your 
money is going, you’re like-
ly to feel more in control and 
more confident your financ-
es reflect what actually mat-
ters to you.

A simple budgeting 
framework to start: The 
50/30/20 rule

One of the easiest ways 
to structure a budget is the 
50/30/20 rule. The concept 
is refreshingly straight-
forward: Put 50% of your 
after-tax income toward 
necessities (housing, grocer-
ies, utilities, transportation), 
30% toward wants (dining 
out, entertainment, stream-
ing subscriptions) and 20% 
toward savings or paying 
down debt.

The 50/30/20 rule is a 
great foundation, but you 
may need to adjust it a lit-
tle. If you live in a high-cost 
city, housing alone might 
require more than half your 
paycheck. Or you may have 
high income and can save 
more than 20%. Think of the 
50/30/20 rule as a starting 
point you can adjust as your 
life evolves.

Not sure where your 
money goes?

That’s completely normal. 
If you honestly don’t know 
what you spend each month, 
try a low-pressure approach 
first. Spend a few months 
simply observing. Check 
your accounts without judg-
ment, noting money coming 
in and going out. Think of it 
as a financial check-in rather 

than a report card. You can’t 
change the past, but you can 
absolutely adjust for the fu-
ture.

From there, small steps go 
a long way. Even spending 
15 minutes a week on your 
budget can make the whole 
process feel far less daunt-
ing.

Make technology your 
easy button

Some budgeting apps do 
the routine work for you, 
syncing with your accounts 
and tracking spending auto-
matically. Others are more 
hands-on, encouraging you 
to map out your spending 
plan in advance. There’s 
likely one out there for every 
style of budgeting. The goal 
is to find a system you’ll ac-
tually use and stick with.

When the numbers feel 
discouraging

Sometimes looking at 
spending brings up more 
stress than relief. If that hap-
pens, start by shifting your 
perspective. Focus on the 
expenses that brought you 
real value — a modest gift 
that meant the world to a 
friend or how your rent pro-
vides a comfortable, stable 
life. Then look for chang-
es that align your spending 
with your values. Substi-
tuting expenses, reducing 
expenses or creating more 
income could all be used to 
help you keep your spending 
below your income.

Build a buffer
If you can, consider build-

ing a small buffer into your 
budget for unexpected ex-
penses such as birthdays, 
minor repairs or sponta-
neous plans. Adding per-
haps 3% of your income or a 
set dollar amount, like $200, 

helps keep those costs from 
throwing your whole plan 
off course.

The bottom line
With a few simple steps, 

budgeting becomes easier to 
stick with and more mean-
ingful over time. At its core, 
it’s a way to align your mon-
ey with what matters while 
enjoying today and planning 
for tomorrow. 

This article 
was written by 
Edward Jones 
for use by your 
local Edward 
Jones Financial 
Advisor - Tom 

Shelley. Visit his office at 
7730 Wolf River Blvd. #107, 
Germantown or call (901)751-
1212.  Edward Jones, Member 
SIPC

FINANCIAL FOCUS:  
Simple budgeting tips  

that fit real life

BOND, 
Continued from 1

POLICE REPORTS

SHARE YOUR  
LOCAL NEWS!  

jennifer@magicvalleypublishing.com

Athletic Club’s indoor pool, 
including natatorium up-
grades and renovations. 
Debt service for that por-
tion would be paid through 
GAC enterprise revenues, 
allowing the improvements 
to remain self-supporting 
without general tax dollars.

The board also approved 
an authorizing resolution 
for up to $11.8 million in 
Series 2026B general obli-
gation refunding bonds. The 
refinancing would replace 
existing Series 2016A and 

2016B bonds.
The refinancing plan, sub-

mitted to the state director 
of the Office of Local Gov-
ernment Finance for review, 
is projected to generate ap-
proximately $970,000 in 
net interest and debt-service 
savings over the remaining 
life of the debt, depending 
on market conditions when 
the bonds are sold.

Before the bonds can be 
sold, the city must com-
plete several procedural 
steps. The city recorder will 
publish notice of the initial 
resolution in a newspaper 
of general circulation, be-
ginning a mandatory 20-day 
public review and petition 

period under state public 
debt law.

City finance officials, 
working with municipal 
adviser PFM Financial Ad-
visors LLC and bond coun-
sel Adams and Reese LLP, 
will complete credit-rating 
reviews and prepare offi-
cial sale documents.

The city anticipates 
holding a competitive pub-
lic bond sale Oct. 7. The 
bonds will be awarded 
to the bidder offering the 
lowest true interest cost. 
Closing and execution of 
the refinancing are expect-
ed Oct. 28.

Source: City of Germantown
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ADVERTISE WITH  
The Bartlett Express, 

The Collierville Herald-
Independent,  

The Millington Star and 
The Germantown News  

& Shelby Sun Times
BY PLACING  

AN AD IN  
The Shopper News 

Classifieds!
(901) 476-7116

YOUR SERVICE 
AD COULD 
 BE HERE!  

CALL  
901-476-7116

AUTO AUCTIONS

SHOPPER NEWS CLASSIFIEDS  •  WEST 10 MEDIA  •  MVP  •  THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 2026

AUTO AUCTIONS

FOR SALE

To Place Your Ad, Contact Us 
Today! 901.476.7116  

adrianna@magicvalley 
publishing.com SHOPPER NEWSSHOPPER NEWS Classifieds To Place an Ad: 

476-7116

                          Auctions
GET THE WORD OUT about your next 
auction! Save Time & $$$. One Call 
For All. Your ad can appear in this 
newspaper + 104 other TN newspapers. 
For more info, contact this newspaper’s 
classified dept. or call 931-624-8916. 

            Cable / Satellite / Wireless
Choose EarthLink Fiber Internet for 
speeds up to 5 Gigs, no data caps, no 
throttling. Prices starting at $54.95. 
Plus, a $100 gift card when you make 
the switch.  Call 1-855-481-3340

DIRECTV- All your entertainment. 
Nothing on your roof! Sign up for Direct 
and get your first free months of Max, 
Paramount+, Showtime, Starz, MGM+ 
and Cinemax included. Choice package 
$84.99/mo. Some restrictions apply. Call 
DIRECTV 1-844-230-4803

Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet!  Free 
Install, Free HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 
On-Demand Movies, Plus Limited Time 

Up To $600 In Gift Cards. Call Today! 
1-844-274-6074   

                    Health / Beauty
Audien Hearing. The world’s first 
hearing aid with touchscreen controls. 
No tiny buttons, apps or prescriptions. 
45-day risk free trial. Free shipping. 
Lifetime support. More than 1.5 million 
happy customers. Call Audien 1-888-
297-2079

Safe Step Stairlifts. Enjoy greater 
independence and stay in the home 
you love. Feel safe on every level. $750 
off plus FREE installation. Made in 
the U.S.A. Call today for a free quote. 
1-866-432-3409

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 400 plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a discount plan. Do 
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 
1-844-278-8285 www.dental50plus.com/
tnpress #6258

                Home Improvement   
Olshan Foundation Solutions. Your 
trusted foundation repair experts since 
1933. Foundation repair. Crawl space 
recovery. Basement waterproofing. 
Water management and more. Free 
evaluation. Limited time up to $250 off 
foundation repair. Call Olshan 1-866-
265-5932             
        
                 Wanted - To Buy
We Buy Houses for Cash AS IS! No 
repairs. No fuss. Any condition. Easy 
three step process: Call, get cash offer 
and get paid. Get your fair cash offer 
today by calling Liz Buys Houses: 
1-877-551-1426
          
    Advertise Throughout Tennessee
YOUR LOW COST ADVERTISING 
Solution! One call & your 25 word ad will 
appear in 105 Tennessee newspapers 
for $275/wk or 28 West  TN newspapers 
for $120/wk. Call this newspaper’s 
classified advertising dept. or go to 
www.tnpress.com

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED ADS
Reaching more than 979,000 Readers Every Week!

For placement information, contact this newspaper’s classifi ed advertising department.
591,000

CALL (901) 476-7116

Special!!  General 
yard work, leaves 

raked, Putting down 
mulch.  Free Estimates. 
Reasonable.  PaCerno 

901-323-2822

SERVICES

 FOR SALE
LOTS OF CRAPPIE FISHING  

ACCESSORIES, LOTS OF 
TACKLE BOXES FULL, 

RODS, REELS, AND CRAPPIE 
FISHING POLES.RETIRED 

BODY MAN TOOLS;  
PULLERS, CLAMPS, CHAINS 

AND ACCESSORIES.

BUY ONE OR BUY ALL.

901-876-5855
AUG 20,27-9/3

2008 FORD E-350
VIN # 1FTNE24W48DA09662

2012 HONDA CIVIC
VIN # 2HGFB2F84CH540126

2015 CHEVROLET EQUINOX
VIN # 2GNALCEK6F6282420

 1999 FORD EXPLORER 
VIN # 1FMZU32EXXUC09119

 2012 CHEVROLET CRUZE
 VIN # 1G1PG5SC9C7251117

2012 HONDA INSIGHT 
VIN # JHMZE2H55CS004167

2009 TOYOTA CAMRY 
 VIN # 4T1BK46K49U581555

9-17-26 AT 9 A.M.

The Following  
Vehicles Will Be Sold On

A&A TOWING
4000 N. WATKINS

901-357-3330

B&B TOWING, LLC  
2574 SUMMER,  

MEMPHIS  38112

2017 FORD EXPLORER  
VIN# 1FM5K8B86HGA95079

2012 DODG S1T  
VIN# 1C6RD7FT5CS251117

2016 TOY PRI  
VIN# JTDKBRFU0G3020288

2009 FORD ESC  
VIN# 1FMCU03729KB30577

2011 HOND ACC  
VIN# 1HGCP2F43BA135955

2009 NISSAN ALTIMA  
VIN# 1N4AL21E49N508981

2003 ACURA MDX  
VIN# 2HNYD18893H524099

1998 MITS MONTERO  
VIN# JA4LS31P2WP005800

2000 FORD F15  
VIN# 1FTRX18L4YKA11669

2018 GMC SRA  
VIN# 3GTU2NEJ2JG236303

2020 NISS MUR  
VUN# 5N1AZ2AS4LN171844

2006 TOYT CTR  
VIN# 2T1KR32E96C574118

2012 SUBARU IMPRE  
VIN JF1GJAD64CH020716

2016 HOND ACC  
VIN# 1HGCR2F77GA107264

THE FOLLOWING VEHICLES  
WILL BE SOLD TO SATISFY  

STORAGE AND TOW FEES ON 

9/23/2026:

2017 GMC  
SIERRA 3500

VIN# 1GT42YEY7HF126874

9/11/26 @ 11AM

BOBBY’S TOWING 
4842 ELMORE RD 

MEMPHIS, TN 38128 
901-237-0746  

THE FOLLOWING VEHICLE  
WILL BE SOLD AT AUCTION ON

5N1AT2MT5EC753469  
2014 NISSAN ROGUE   

2G61M5S39K9139570 
2019 CADILLAC XTS 

1HGCM56643A010184  
2003 HONDA ACCORD 

JN8AF5MR2DT209774  
2013 NISSAN JUKE 

2G1FK3DJ1C9116254  
2012 CHEVROLET CAMARO  

JTDJT923985175045  
2008 TOYOTA YARIS  

1FADP3F22FL263367 
2015 FORD FOCUS  

1C3LC46K97N675836  
2007 CHRYSLER SEBRING 

1VWCP7A35CC043503  
2012 VOLKSWAGEN PASSAT 

1N6DD26S5WC355762  
1998 NISSAN FRONTIER 

  
1N4BL4DVXNN376718 
2022 NISSAN ALTIMA 

2T1BR12E3YC299840  
2000 TOYOTA COROLLA 

3N1AB8DV3RY277041  
2024 NISSAN SENTRA 

JN1CV6EK7CM422357  
2012 INFINITI G37 COUPE

OCTOBER 4, 2026 AT 11 AM

DTS TOWING 
3930 THOMAS ST., MEMPHIS, 38127  

THE FOLLOWING VEHICLES  
WILL BE SOLD AT AUCTION ON

DAN’S  
TOWING
3911 THOMAS 

MEMPHIS, TN 38127

15 JEEP WRANGLER
1C4BJWDG8FL658592

The Following Vehicle(s)  

Will Be Sold on

9/20/2026 @ NOON

FREEMAN  
ENTERPRISES, INC.

1579 E BROOKS RD,  
MEMPHIS, TN 38116

2015 JEEP COMPASS 
1C4NJCBA8FD436929

2010 NISSAN SENTRA 
3N1AB6APXAL703948

2014 CHEVROLET CRUZE 
1G1PC5SB7E7223127

THE FOLLOWING VEHICLES WILL BE SOLD 
AT AUCTION, SEPTEMBER 10, 2026,  

12 NOON [AT ABOVE ADDRESS],  
TO THE HIGHEST SEALED BID.  WE 

RESERVE THE RIGHT TO REFUSE ALL BIDS. 

NUNALLY  
AUTOMOTIVE

5394 PLEASANT VIEW RD.,  
MEMPHIS, TN 38134  

(901) 388-7973

2011 KIA 
VIN# KNDJT2A20B7237265 
2017 NISSAN ALTIMA 
VIN# 1N4BL3AP1HC120337 

The following vehicle(s) 
 will be sold at auction 

 MAY 24, 2025 AT 10AM9/18/26 @ 11AM
2018 HONDA  

ACCORD  
1HGCV1F14JA032094

Your Auto 
Auction Ad 

Could Be Here!

The city’s rate fell to the 
level recorded by Tennes-
see’s lowest counties and 
led the Memphis area’s 
major suburbs.

Staff Reports

Germantown’s unem-
ployment rate fell to 2.8% 

in July, down three-tenths 
of a point from 3.1% in 
June, according to figures 
released Aug. 27 by the 
Tennessee Department of 
Labor and Workforce De-
velopment. The rate was 
down four-tenths of a point 
from the 3.2% recorded in 
July 2025.

An estimated 515 Ger-
mantown residents were 
counted as unemployed out 
of a labor force of 18,190, 
leaving 17,675 people 
working.

Germantown’s 2.8% 
matched the lowest county 
rate in the state — the mark 
shared by Cheatham, Sevi-

er, Williamson and Dick-
son counties. The dip came 
amid a nearly statewide de-
cline. Unemployment rates 
fell from June to July in 93 
of Tennessee’s 95 counties, 
the department said, and the 
state’s seasonally adjusted 
rate reached a two-year low 
of 3.4%. City and county 

rates are not seasonally ad-
justed.

The city recorded the 
lowest rate among Shelby 
County’s largest suburbs, 
ahead of Collierville at 
3.1% and Bartlett at 3.8%. 
All three ran well below 
Shelby County’s 5.0% and 
the city of Memphis’ 5.6%.

The broader Memphis 
metropolitan area, which 
spans parts of Mississippi 
and Arkansas, registered 
4.7% in July, down from 
4.8% in June.

The Labor Department 
will release statewide un-
employment data for Au-
gust on Sept. 17.

Germantown posts 2.8% jobless rate 
in July, matching the state’s lowest
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HEALTH INSPECTIONS — Germantown — week of August 24–31, 2026

Germantown cafe scores 85 after cook handles food 
without washing hands

GERMANTOWN — The Toasted Yolk Cafe, 9087 Poplar 
Ave., Suite 111, scored 85 in an inspection on August 26, the 
lowest of nine Germantown inspections during the week of 
August 24 through 31.

According to the report, an inspector observed a cook 
carry pans to the dish area, rinse them off, walk back to the 
cook station to place skillets on the stove top, then grab to-
go containers and portion food from an existing pan with-
out washing hands. The same cook was observed dropping a 
towel hanging from a belt loop on the floor, picking it up, and 
continuing to use gloved hands to flip toast on the grill. The 
report notes corrective action was taken through education.

Other citations included extremely worn cutting boards, 
multiple uncovered containers of sugar, salt and brown sugar, 
wiping cloths stored on the body and on prep stations, scoops 

stored inside product, bowls used as scoops in flour and salt, 
no test strips on site, and vents in walkways with excess dust 
and black spots.

West Street Diner, 2076 West St., scored 92 in a follow-up 
inspection August 25, up from 82 on August 12. The inspec-
tor still found condensation dripping inside a white reach-in 
cooler over covered food, no hair restraint on the grill and 
prep line, wiping cloths not held in sanitizer, tongs and uten-
sils improperly stored next to the grill line, a plate stored face 
up, dust and grease around and underneath equipment, and 
walls that must be maintained a light color.

Katie’s Kitchen, 9056 Poplar Pike, Suite 109, scored 97 
August 26, cited for frozen dates not visible on products, ice 
buildup in a small freezer, and internal racks needing clean-
ing.

At the Germantown Athletic Club, 1801 Exeter, four 
aquatic facilities were inspected August 27. The outdoor pool 
and indoor pool each scored 100. The splash pool scored 98 
for landscaping debris in the pool area and on the deck. The 
whirlpool scored 96, with the report noting pH reading low 
and asking that it be maintained at recommended standards.

Forest Hill Elementary, 3368 Forest Hill Irene Rd., was 
inspected twice August 28. Its pre-K child care program re-
ceived an approval rating with no violations, and its cafeteria 
scored 99.

Inspection reports are public record. Complete reports for 
all Tennessee establishments are available at inspections.my-
healthdepartment.com/tennessee.

The Toasted Yolk cited on nine items; West Street Diner improves 10 points

This Week’s Inspections  
at a Glance
Germantown health inspections, August 24-31, 2026. 
Source: Tennessee Department of Health / Shelby 
County Health Department.

Forest Hill Elementary Childcare (Pre-K) — 3368 
Forest Hill Irene Rd.
Child care facility, routine, August 28 — Score: Ap-
proval
No violations noted.
Forest Hill Elementary Cafeteria — 3368 Forest Hill 
Irene Rd.
Food service, routine, August 28 — Score: 99
Item marked out of compliance, no detail given: physi-
cal facilities installed, maintained and clean.
Germantown Athletic Club Outdoor Pool — 1801 
Exeter
Public swimming pool, routine, August 27 — Score: 
100
No violations noted.
Germantown Athletic Club Indoor Pool — 1801 
Exeter
Public swimming pool, routine, August 27 — Score: 

100
No violations noted.
Germantown Athletic Club Whirlpool — 1801 
Exeter
Public swimming pool, routine, August 27 — Score: 96
Item marked out of compliance, no detail given: item 6.
pH reads low in pool; asked to maintain at recommend-
ed standards.
Germantown Athletic Club / Splash Pool — 1801 
Exeter
Public swimming pool, routine, August 27 — Score: 98
Landscaping debris found in pool area and on deck.
Katie’s Kitchen — 9056 Poplar Pike, Suite 109
Food service, routine, August 26 — Score: 97
Frozen dates not visible on products.
Ice buildup in small freezer.
Internal racks need cleaning.
The Toasted Yolk Cafe — 9087 Poplar Ave., Suite 111
Food service, routine, August 26 — Score: 85
Observed cook take pans over to dish area, spray the 
pans down to rinse them off, walk over to cook station 
to place skillets on stove top, and proceed to grab to-go 
containers and place food from existing pan on stove 
into to-go containers without washing hands. Also 
observed cook drop towel hanging from belt loop on 
floor and pick it up from off the floor and proceed to 

use gloved hands to flip toast from grill. Corrective 
action: educate.
Extremely worn cutting boards.
Multiple uncovered containers of sugar, salt and brown 
sugar.
Wiping cloths stored on body and on prep stations.
Scoops stored inside product; bowls used as scoops in 
flour and salt.
No test strips on site.
Vents in walkways with excess dust and black spots.
Additional items marked out of compliance, no detail 
given: items 55 and 57.
West Street Diner — 2076 West St.
Food service, follow-up, August 25 — Score: 92 (up 
from 82 on August 12)
Condensation dripping inside reach-in white cooler 
over covered food.
No hair restraint on grill and prep line.
Wiping cloths not in sanitizer.
Tongs and utensils improperly stored next to grill line; 
plate stored face up.
Dust and grease around and underneath equipment.
Walls must maintain light color.
Item marked out of compliance, no detail given: item 
57.
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Germantown Municipal 
School District (GMSD)

GERMANTOWN, Tenn. 
— At Germantown Mu-
nicipal School District, we 
know our students’ success 
is strengthened by the in-
credible people who sup-
port, encourage, and believe 
in them. This year, GMSD 
Athletics is proud to host 
a series of Grandparents 
Recognition events cele-
brating the important and 
lasting impact grandparents 
have on the lives of our stu-
dent-athletes.

We are excited to begin 
this celebration during the 
fall season by inviting all 
grandparents of Houston 
High School student-ath-
letes to attend their desig-
nated Grandparents Rec-
ognition event FREE OF 
CHARGE!

For Volleyball, Cross 
Country, and Girls Soccer, 
grandparents simply need to arrive at the event and provide the name of their 

grandchild participating 
in the program to receive 
FREE admission.

Varsity Football – Com-
plimentary Ticket Required

The September 18 foot-
ball game is also FREE for 
grandparents. However, be-
cause we must account for 
seating at Landers Stadium, 
grandparents must claim a 
complimentary digital ticket 
through GoFan in advance.

Tickets become avail-
able Tuesday, September 8, 
and the deadline to claim 
a complimentary ticket is 
Wednesday, September 16.

The ticket will initially 
appear as $10. At check-
out, enter promo code 
Mustangs2026 to receive a 
100% discount.

Please note: This special 
ticket will not appear on 
the regular Houston GoFan 
page. 

Grandparents must use 
the link below, and the com-

plimentary digital ticket is 
required for free admission 
to the football game.

LINK: ht tps: / /gofan.
co/p/FDF8B8901E826D 
D7C94DD0121FD51E88

GMSD Athletics Celebrates Our Grandparents

GREAT NEWS!
IN THE PAST 24 MONTHS, WE HAVE HELPED 30 FAMILIES 
OBTAIN MEDICAID BENEFITS FOR THEIR LOVED ONES 
WHO REQUIRE NURSING HOME CARE.

Call Cox Law Office today for a consultation.

DON’T WAIT UNTIL A CRISIS OCCURS. LET US HELP 
YOU PLAN TO ESTABLISH MEDICAID ELIGIBILITY.

Past results do not guarantee future outcomes. Every Medicaid application is dependent upon the 
client’s unique facts, financial circumstances, eligibility, and applicable law.

COX LAW 
OFFICE

901.853.3500 
149 S. Rowlett, 
Collierville, 38017 
coxelderlaw.com

Is Fall Ideal for Planting? 

W hen most gar-
deners think 
about plant-

ing,  spring usually comes 
to mind. But let me  assure 
you that fall is one of the 
best times to  plant. Soon, 
nurseries and garden centers 
will  have their fall plants on 
display, and the  Memphis 
Botanic Garden has already  
announced its fall plant sale. 

From late September 
through November, the  
Mid-South typically expe-
riences cooler  temperatures 
and warm soil. These condi-
tions  create an ideal envi-
ronment for root  develop-
ment. As the days become 
shorter and  nights cooler, 
plants can focus more ener-
gy on  establishing root sys-

tems rather than producing 
new top growth. Roots will 
continue to develop through 
the fall  and into winter, giv-
ing plants a head start on the 
next growing season. 

Planting perennials, 
shrubs, and trees in the fall 
can also mean less stress 

from a lack of water. Cooler  
temperatures and increased 
soil moisture mean new-
ly planted plants require 
less frequent watering than 
during  spring and sum-
mer. However, a consistent 
supply of moisture is still 
important. Proper water-

ing helps establish  healthy 
roots and prepares plants 
to better withstand the heat 
and potential drought of the 
following summer. 

As you prepare your 
planting area, don’t forget 
to start with a soil test. A 
soil test can help determine 
what  nutrients are available 
and whether amendments 
are needed. Soil test kits 
are available at the Shelby 
County  Extension Office. 

Once your plants are in 

the ground, water them and 
consider applying organ-
ic mulch to help conserve 
moisture  and moderate soil 
temperatures. 

Visit your local nursery, 
garden center, or botanic 
garden and take advantage 
of cooler temperatures, au-
tumn  rains and consider 
fall planting in your garden 
this year. Your plants will 
appreciate it, and you may 
enjoy  gardening even more 
as temperatures fall. 

The Shelby County Ex-
tension Office has publica-
tions to help with your fall 
garden. Give me a call at 
901-752-1207.  I am happy 
to help! 
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Remianing Fall 2026 Grandparents  
Recognition Events:

CROSS COUNTRY – Shelby Farms

September 16 | Boys 5:00 PM | Girls 5:40 PM

VARSITY FOOTBALL – Houston vs. Bartlett

September 18 | 7:00 PM | Landers Stadium

GIRLS SOCCER – Houston vs. Arlington

September 29 | 7:00 PM | Houston High School


