
Staff Reports

The Germantown Board of 
Mayor and Aldermen approved 
two major equipment investments 
for Germantown Fire Depart-
ment personnel during Monday’s 
meeting, strengthening firefighter 
health protections and operational 
readiness.

The board approved the pur-
chase of 18 sets of turnout gear 
for $73,190.98. Turnout gear is 
a firefighter’s primary protective 
equipment when working in envi-
ronments immediately dangerous 
to life and health.

The purchase was approved as 
part of the FY27 budget process 
and supports the department’s 
five-year replacement cycle. The 
initiative will ensure each Ger-
mantown firefighter has two com-
plete sets of turnout gear while 
helping the department comply 
with National Fire Protection As-
sociation 10-year replacement 
standards.

A second set of gear also sup-
ports firefighter health. Gear worn 
during structural fires can become 
contaminated with hazardous sub-
stances associated with increased 
cancer risks. With two sets avail-
able, firefighters can have contam-
inated gear thoroughly laundered 
after a call while using a clean set 
for subsequent operations.

“Our turnout gear is the a criti-
cal piece of protective equipment 
our firefighters wear into high-

risk environments,” GFD Chief 
Eric Grizzard said. “Having a re-
liable dual-set system means our 
crews can properly decontaminate 
their gear after a call without com-
promising our operational read-
iness. This investment directly 
supports the health of the men and 
women serving our community 
every day.”

Department staff are testing 
multiple turnout gear options in 
the field to determine which equip-
ment best meets Germantown’s 
long-term operational needs rather 
than immediately committing to a 
single manufacturer.

The board also approved a 
$485,678 contract with NAFECO 
to replace self-contained breath-
ing apparatus backplates and as-
sociated safety equipment. GFD 
relies on SCBA cylinders and 
backplates to provide firefighters 
with clean air in life-threatening 
atmospheres and during hazard-
ous materials incidents.

While the current 2011 back-
plates were originally slated for 
replacement in 2030, unexpected 
modifications in the NFPA 1850 
standard released in fall 2025 ac-
celerated the timeline to 2027.  

Following last year’s cylinder 
replacements this purchase marks 
the final phase of a complete 
SCBA system overhaul ensuring 
Germantown firefighters remain 
fully equipped, compliant and 
protected for years to come..

 
Source: City of Germantown

Staff Report

Germantown residents can sup-
port local classrooms through the 
city’s Friends of the Foundation 
program, which allows residents 
to make recurring donations to the 
Germantown Education Founda-

tion through their monthly water 
bills.

The Germantown Board of 
Mayor and Aldermen approved a 
$3,150.50 donation to the German-
town Education Foundation during 
its Aug. 10 meeting. The donation 
represents contributions collected 

through the Friends of the Foun-
dation program during the fourth 
quarter of fiscal year 2026.

The program was established by 
the Board of Mayor and Aldermen 
in 2014 to provide Germantown 

City of Germantown

Attention, local businesses: The 
City cordially invites you to be 
part of something special - Ger-
mantown’s Annual Neighborhood 
Summit, which takes place Tues-
day, September 29, from 5:30 to 8 
p.m. at The Great Hall & Confer-
ence Center.

Presented by the Neighborhood 
Preservation Commission, this ex-
citing occasion traditionally wel-

comes more than 250 Germantown 
residents and neighborhood lead-
ers each year. It’s an evening filled 

with connection, community pride 
and inspiration, and sponsorships 
for this event are now available.

This year’s theme, Thriving 
Together, will feature:

	» A sponsors’ expo showcasing 
local businesses like yours, 
along with networking, wine 
tastings and refreshments

	» Opening remarks by Mayor 
Mike Palazzolo

Staff Reports

Good news for residents who 
have been waiting for expand-
ed recycling cart capacity: the 
first of three shipments of new, 
city-branded 96-gallon recycling 
carts has arrived, and deliveries be-
gan Wednesday afternoon.

Waste Pro crews are now work-
ing to deliver the larger carts and 
complete requested upgrades for 
residents who previously asked to 
replace their 64-gallon recycling 
carts.

The initial shipment will fulfill a 
portion of the outstanding requests. 
Because this is the first of three 
planned deliveries, residents who 
do not receive a new cart during 
this round should not be concerned. 
Additional shipments are on the 
way, and Waste Pro will continue 
working through the remaining re-
quests as quickly as possible.

What Residents Need to Know
The first shipment is only part 

of the rollout. The current batch 
will cover some of the outstand-
ing 96-gallon cart requests. Two 

additional shipments are planned, 
so residents who are still waiting 
will receive their upgraded carts in 
a subsequent delivery.

Help crews make the swap. Res-
idents who requested an upgrade 
from a 64-gallon to a 96-gallon 
recycling cart can help Waste Pro 
crews by making their existing cart 
easy to locate. On days when the 
recycling cart is not at the curb for 
collection, residents should keep 
their 64-gallon cart in a location 
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Say You Read It In the  
Germantown News &  

Shelby Sun Times!

Staff Reports

The Germantown Board 
of Mayor and Aldermen 
has approved a resolution 
finalizing a revised outline 
plan for the Goodwin Farms 
Planned Unit Development, 
marking a step forward in 
development plans for the 
city’s southeast corridor.

The development covers 
approximately 99 acres on 
the north side of Winchester 
Road, east of Crestwyn 
Drive. The revised plan 
updates the development’s 
phases and layout to meet 
current building standards 
and streamline future con-

struction.
The Board of Mayor and 

Aldermen’s approval fol-
lows a positive recommen-
dation from the German-
town Planning Commission 
in July 2026.

Under the approved plan, 
the development will in-
clude a maximum of 228 
single-family residential 
lots, down from the previ-
ous plan. The number of de-
velopment phases also has 
been reduced from nine to 
seven.

The revised plan includes 
modifications to internal 
streets designed to improve 
traffic flow and access 

throughout the neighbor-
hood.

With the revised outline 
plan approved, individual 
phases will move through 
final planning, engineering 
and development contract 
processes before construc-
tion. Phase one is already 
underway, and future phases 
will follow the newly ap-
proved seven-phase plan.

More information about 
Goodwin Farms is available 
at New Regency Homes’ 
Goodwin Farms page: ne-
wregencyhomes.com/good-
win-farms.

Source: City of Germantown

City of Germantown

Wondering what’s being 
built, improved or planned 
around Germantown? The 
City’s interactive develop-
ment map makes it easy to 
explore construction and 
development projects hap-
pening throughout the com-
munity.

The map provides infor-
mation about project across 
Germantown, giving res-
idents a convenient way 
to see what’s happening 
in their neighborhood and 
learn more about projects 
throughout the City.

Whether you’re curious 
about a project near your 
home or want to stay in-

formed about growth and 
development across Ger-
mantown, the interactive 
map is a helpful resource. 

Explore the map at: https:// 
gtown.maps.arcgis.com 
/ apps /da s hboa rds /520 
ed59ffedc4f35a6cf46b 
b5a672d7a

Germantown Performing 
Arts Center

G ermantown Per-
forming Arts 
Center (GPAC) 

is excited to announce the 
lineup for their fan-favorite 
Fall Concerts in The Grove 
Series proudly presented by 
SouthWorth Capital Man-
agement. Join in on the fun 
on Thursday evenings from 
September 10 until October 
29 at 6:30 PM for perfor-
mances from some of the 
best local artists the Mid-
South has to offer! Gates 
open at 5:30 PM. Ticket 
holders can enjoy the beau-
tiful, park-like setting of the 
TruGreen Lawn with food 
trucks or grab a drink at 
the bar on the First Horizon 
Foundation Plaza. Outside 
food and beverages are per-
mitted. General admission 
tickets for lawn seating are 
$13 including fees, and re-
served table seating is avail-
able starting at $23 includ-
ing fees. 

Tickets for kids ages 5 
to 18 are $8 including fees, 
and tickets for kids ages 4 
and under are free. Tickets 
and subscriptions are on sale 
now at the GPAC website or 
by calling the box office at 
(901) 751-7500.

Sept. 10 - Dedicated to 
sharing the vibrant rhythms 
and rich musical traditions 
of Latin America, Tropical 
Fusion Latin Band delivers 
an authentic and energetic 
concert experience with a 
diverse repertoire spanning 
from salsa and cumbia to 
boleros and jazz.

Sept. 17 - The Memphis 
Rhythm Revue is a rhythm 
and blues collective com-
posed of local singer-song-
writers Wyly Bigger, Ben-
ton Parker and Jad Tariq, 
who combine their like-
styled original music into 
one memorable show that 
incorporates soaring three-
part harmonies and a unique 
blend of Memphis sounds.

Sept. 24 - With her haunt-
ing, pure voice and her hon-
est, whimsical songwriting, 
Americana singer Bailey 
Bigger is bringing her sense 
of wonder and enchanting 
original songs to The Grove!

Oct. 1 - Rooted in the rich 
musical traditions of the re-
gion, Southbound brings the 
unmistakable spirit of Mem-

phis to every stage with a 
high-energy blend of South-
ern rock, country, blues and 
crowd-favorite classics.

Oct. 8 - Alice Hasen & 
the Blaze, a fiddle-powered 
groove bandthat primarily 
plays Alice’s original com-
positions, is ready to get 
audiences moving with their 
energetic, genre-bending 
sound!

Oct. 15 - Part concert, 
part musical time capsule 
and part imagining what 
could have been, One After 
901 presents The Beatles 
in Memphis, an immersive 
celebration that goes far be-
yond the traditional tribute 
show. At this concert, local 
musicians Graham Win-
chester, Ben Church, Jacob 
Church and Landon Moore 
will recreate the setlist from 
the Beatles’ 1966 perfor-
mance at the Mid-South 
Coliseum.

Oct. 22 - The Memphis 
Wind Symphony’s dynamic 
65-member wind ensemble 
is returning for their annual 
performance in The Grove 
with a wide repertoire of 
musical styles.

Oct. 29 - Award-winning 
singer-songwriter, guitarist 
and recording artist Lina 
Beach has quickly become 
a rising force in Memphis’ 
legendary recording com-
munity with her unique 
blend of soul, blues, folk, 
gospel, Americana and rock.

Find out more about these 
concerts, as well as the rest 
of Season 32, on the GPAC 
website.

About GPAC
Located in the heart of 

Shelby County, German-
town Performing Arts 
Center serves the greater 
Memphis metro area of over 
a million people and is ac-
cessible to all members of 
the community. GPAC is 
comprised of the Highland 
Capital Performance Hall, 
an acoustically perfect, 
854-seat venue featuring a 
sprung pine stage, an ele-
gant green room, five large 
dressing rooms, and a spa-
cious lobby for entertaining 
and assembling; The Grove, 
a dynamic outdoor venue 
which can accommodate 
approximately 900 guests in 
a lush outdoor setting; and 
the Watkins Studio Theater, 
an intimate black box the-
ater. Ray Charles set the 
bar high when he opened 
GPAC in 1994, immediate-
ly defining this performing 
arts center as a place where 
excellence is the norm and 
where the world comes to 
perform. GPAC presents 
world-renowned performing 
artists in a variety of genres, 
year-round educational ac-
tivities for all ages including 
the GPAC Youth Symphony 
Program, rotating visual 
art exhibits, and many com-
munity events. The center 
benefits from a professional 
infrastructure that possesses 
a clear direction, strong fi-
nancial health, professional 
staff, and a dedicated board 
of directors.

Germantown Approves 
Revised Plan for Goodwin 

Farms Development

Explore Germantown’s Interactive 
Development Map

GPAC Announces 
Fall Concerts  

in The Grove Lineup
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T here’s just something 
about high school foot-
ball season in Tennes-

see.
The weather is still hot, the days 

are still long, and technically sum-
mer isn’t over yet. But once the 
lights come on over the football 
field on Friday night, it feels like 
fall is just around the corner.

For a lot of people around here, 
myself included, high school foot-
ball is one of the best parts of the 
year.

Part of that is simply because 
it’s fun.

There’s something exciting 
about walking into a stadium on 
a Friday night, hearing the band 
warming up, seeing the cheer-
leaders along the sideline, watch-
ing the players come through the 
gate, and looking across the stands 
at a crowd filled with people you 
know.

High school football has a dif-
ferent feel than almost any other 
sport.

It is local.
These are our kids. Our schools. 

Our towns.
The player carrying the football 

may be the same kid who bagged 
your groceries last week. The line-
man making a big block may sit 
two pews behind you at church. 
The cheerleader on the sideline 
may be your neighbor’s daugh-
ter. The band member playing the 
fight song may be your grandchild.

That connection makes the 
game mean a little more.

But football is about far more 
than what happens on Friday night.

For the young men playing 
the game, there are lessons being 
taught every day at practice that 
they may not fully appreciate until 
years later.

Football teaches that hard work 
matters.

You don’t become stronger by 
talking about lifting weights. You 

don’t learn a playbook by carrying 
it around. You don’t become a bet-
ter player without repetition, disci-
pline and doing the same difficult 
things over and over until they be-
come second nature.

It teaches teamwork.
Eleven players have to do their 

jobs at the same time. A quarter-
back can make the perfect throw, 
but somebody has to protect him 
long enough to make it. A running 
back can be talented, but he still 
needs blockers. A defense falls 
apart quickly when one person 
decides he would rather chase the 
football than carry out his assign-
ment.

There are plenty of lessons 
about life hidden in all of that.

Football also teaches account-
ability.

If you miss practice, someone 
notices. If you don’t know your 
assignment, your teammates may 
pay the price. If you make a mis-
take on Friday night, there is usu-
ally no hiding it.

Then you line up and play the 
next snap.

That may be one of the most 
valuable lessons of all.

Life is full of mistakes, disap-
pointments and losses. Learning 
at a young age that you can get 
knocked down, get back up and 
keep playing is worth far more 
than whatever the scoreboard says 
at the end of the night.

And then there are the coaches.
Good coaches do much more 

than teach football.
They teach discipline. They set 

expectations. They demand effort. 
They correct bad attitudes and en-
courage young people when they 
need it.

For some players, a coach may 
become one of the most important 
positive male influences in their 
lives.

That responsibility should nev-
er be taken lightly, but when it is 
done well, the impact can last far 
beyond graduation.

Years from now, most of these 
players probably won’t remem-
ber the score of every game they 
played.

But they will remember the 

locker room.
They will remember summer 

workouts when it was nearly too 
hot to breathe. They will remem-
ber long bus rides home after a 
win—and probably the really qui-
et ones after a loss.

They will remember their team-
mates.

They will remember their 
coaches.

They will remember running 
onto the field wearing the colors of 
their hometown.

And many of them will eventu-
ally come back to those same sta-
diums as adults. They’ll sit in the 
stands with their own children and 
cheer for another generation of 
players wearing the same uniform.

That is one of the things I love 
most about high school football.

It ties generations together.
It gives young people a stron-

ger connection to their school and 
community, and it creates memo-
ries that stay with them for the rest 
of their lives.

So as another football season 
gets underway across Tennessee, 
I hope everyone has a great year.

To the players: work hard, listen 
to your coaches, take care of your 
teammates and enjoy it. These sea-
sons go by faster than you think.

To the coaches: thank you for 
the time you invest in these young 
people and for recognizing that 
what you are teaching goes far be-
yond football.

And to the parents, grandpar-
ents and fans: fill up the stands. 
Encourage these kids. Cheer hard, 
but remember that they are still 
kids playing a game.

Most importantly, I hope every-
one stays safe.

Football is a physical sport, and 
injuries are always a possibility. 
Play hard, play clean, watch out 
for one another and never lose 
sight of what really matters.

The lights are coming on.
The bands are warming up.
And another Tennessee high 

school football season is here.
Good luck to all of our local 

teams.
Have a great—and safe—sea-

son.

FRIDAY NIGHT LIGHTS

Staff Reports

GERMANTOWN, Tenn. — 
Construction is set to begin on the 
first phase of the Glasgow devel-
opment following the recording of 
the final plat for Phase 1A.

Located north of Farmington 
Boulevard between Kimbrough 
Road and Allenby Road, Phase 
1A covers 34.2 acres of the 177-
acre development and includes 61 

residential lots.
Construction will begin with 

the community clubhouse, which 
is planned to serve as an anchor 
for the neighborhood.

The Glasgow Planned Unit 
Development, or PUD, was ap-
proved by the Germantown Board 
of Mayor and Aldermen in Janu-
ary 2022. The three-phase devel-
opment is planned to include 366 
homes when complete.

With infrastructure work mov-
ing into active construction, city 
officials said they will continue to 
provide updates on the project’s 
progress.

Additional information about 
the development’s standards 
and site plan is available at 
glasgow-germantown.com.

Source: City of Germantown

Construction set to begin on first phase  
of Glasgow development

	» Presentations by the German-
town Police Department and 
the Economic and Community 
Development Division

	» Annual awards for Neighbor-
hood of the Year, Neighbor of 
the Year and Neighborhood 
Leader of the Year

Why Sponsor?
As a sponsor, your business will en-
joy direct visibility with hundreds 
of residents and neighborhood 
leaders, along with:

	» A booth at the Summit expo to 
connect face-to-face with po-
tential and existing customers

	» Your logo or name featured on 
event marketing materials, so-
cial media, news coverage and 
event signage

	» An opportunity to demonstrate 
your commitment to commu-
nity engagement while raising 
your brand profile

There are two sponsorship tiers: 
	» The $300 Gold Tier includes 
expo vendor space and your 
company logo displayed on 
all event marketing materials, 
signage and social media cam-
paigns. 

	» The $200 Silver Tier includes 
expo vendor space and compa-
ny name displayed on all event 
marketing materials, signage 
and social media campaigns. 

We are also gratefully accepting 
door prize donations to showcase 
local businesses during our popular 
evening drawings.

We would be honored to have 
your support in making this year’s 
summit the most impactful yet. To 
confirm your sponsorship or ask 
questions, please contact Com-
munity Engagement Coordinator 
Erinn Figg at EFigg@German-
town-TN.gov or (901) 757-7203. 
You can also fill out this sponsor-
ship form here. 

For more information about the 
Summit, visit Germantown-TN.
gov/Summit.

Thank you for supporting Ger-
mantown’s neighborhoods. We 
look forward to seeing you at the 
Summit!

residents with an easy way to sup-
port the Germantown Education 
Foundation through their monthly 
utility bills. Originally called “Fill 
the Fountain of Knowledge,” the 
program was later renamed Friends 
of the Foundation.

Residents can authorize the city 
to add a recurring donation of their 
choice to their monthly utility bill. 
Because the funds are voluntarily 
contributed by residents, the pro-
gram has no budgetary impact on 
the city. The city maintains records 
of residents who have authorized 
donations and periodically transfers 
the collected funds to the German-
town Education Foundation.

To become a Friend of the Foun-
dation, residents can complete the 
authorization form and select the 
amount they would like to con-
tribute each month. The donation 
is then included on their monthly 
utility bill.

Residents can learn more and 
sign up through the Germantown 
Education Foundation’s Friends of 
the Foundation page.

Contributions help the German-
town Education Foundation provide 
additional resources and opportu-
nities for students and teachers in 
the Germantown Municipal School 
District. Through annual grants, 
mini-grants and other initiatives, 
the foundation supports innovative 
classroom projects, educational re-
sources and experiences designed 
to enhance learning throughout the 
district.

A small monthly contribution 
can help make a meaningful differ-
ence in Germantown classrooms.

Source: City of Germantown

that is clearly visible from the street 
and accessible to collection crews.

The city appreciates residents’ 
continued patience and cooperation 
as Waste Pro works to complete the 
cart upgrades and deliver the new 
96-gallon recycling carts to homes 
throughout the community.

Source: City of Germantown
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Friday, August 7th 

Crimes: 

A victim reported an 
online scam. The report 
originated from the 
7800 block of Sophie 
Lane at 9:52 a.m. 

A victim reported 
that their identifying 
information was 
compromised. The 
report originated from 
the 2400 block of 
Birnam Wood Drive at 
10:17 a.m. A business 
reported that a floor 
mat was taken. The 
report originated 
from the 1700 block 
of South Germantown 
Road at 10:58 a.m. 

Officers arrested a 
subject for being the 
primary aggressor 
during an altercation. 
The arrest originated 
from the 8200 block of 
Pine Valley Lane at 1:42 
p.m. A victim reported 
that their license 
plate was stolen from 
the mail. The report 
originated from the 
7800 block of Sophie 
Lane at 2:18 p.m. 

A victim reported 
that items were taken 
from their hotel room. 
The report originated 
from the 6800 block of 
Travure Drive South at 
4:04 p.m. 

A victim reported 
threatening text 
messages. The report 
originated from 
the 8400 block of 
Beaverwood Drive at 
7:28 p.m. 

Saturday, August 8th 

Crimes: 

A victim reported 
that their wallet was 
taken from a business. 
The report originated 
from the 7700 block of 
Farmington Boulevard 
at 8:18 a.m. 

Sunday, August 9th 

Crimes: 

A victim reported 
that an item was taken 

from their residence. 
The report originated 
from

the 7400 block of 
Harding Cove at 7:22 
a.m. 

Monday, August 10th 

Crimes: 

Officers arrested a 
subject for unlawful 
possession of narcotics. 
The arrest originated 
from the area of South 
Germantown Road/
Neshoba Road at 12:23 
a.m. Officers arrested 
two subjects for taking 
merchandise from a 
business. The arrest 
originated from the 
9200 block of Poplar 
Avenue at 1:19 p.m. 

Two subjects were 
observed taking 
merchandise from a 
business. The report 
originated from the 
7700 block of Poplar 
Avenue at 3:23 p.m. 

Tuesday, August 11th 

Crimes: 

A complainant 
reported a physical 
altercation at a 
business. The report 
originated from 
the 3100 block of 
Professional Plaza at 
3:18 p.m. 

A victim reported 
threatening behavior. 
The report originated 
from the 8200 block of 
San Augustine Lane at 
8:16 p.m. 

A business reported 
receiving counterfeit 
currency. The report 
originated from the 
1200 block of South 
Germantown Road at 
11:11 p.m. 

Wednesday, August 
12th 

Crimes: 

A business reported 
that items were taken. 
The report originated 
from the 9400 block of 
Poplar Avenue at 10:44 
a.m. 

Two subjects were 
involved in a physical 
altercation at a 
residence. The report 
originated from the 
9200 block of Positano 
Lane at 1:50 p.m. 

A victim reported 
an online scam. The 
report originated from 
the 9000 block of 
Dogwood Road at 7:29 
p.m. 

Thursday, August 13th 

Crimes: 

Officers arrested a 
subject for unlawful 
possession of narcotics. 
The arrest originated 
from the area of Kirby 
Parkway/Poplar Avenue 
at 12:17 a.m. 

Officers arrested a 
subject for taking 
merchandise from a 
business. The arrest 
originated from the 
7600 block of Poplar 
Avenue at 10:18 a.m. 

A victim reported that 
tools were taken from 
a construction site. 
The report originated 
from the 7500 block of 
Poplar Avenue at 12:19 
p.m. 

Officers arrested a 
subject for taking 
merchandise from a 
business. The arrest 
originated from the 
2000 block of Exeter 
Road at 5:37 p.m.

Officers arrested a 
subject for taking 
merchandise from a 
business. The arrest 
originated from the 
7700 block of Poplar 
Avenue at 6:01 p.m. 

A victim reported 
threatening text 
messages. The report 
originated from 
the 8000 block of 
Dogwood Villa Drive 
at 8:16 p.m. 

CRASHES There were 
a total of 23 crashes 
reported for this time 
period

E very solid house 
starts with a good 
blueprint and a 

strong foundation. Saving 
for a child’s education is 
very similar.

College costs can seem 
daunting. In addition to tui-
tion, you’ll need to account 
for housing and food, books 
and supplies, transportation 
and other expenses. The av-
erage annual budget at an in-
state public university runs 
around $30,990 today, and 
a private school is $65,470 
according to the College 
Board. While most families 
won’t pay a college’s list 
price, you’ll still want to 
start saving as early as pos-
sible to be ready when your 
child is. 

Lay the foundation ear-
ly. You don’t have to wait 
until you have the perfect 
set of plans to start building. 
There are specific accounts 
designed to save for educa-
tion and some do not require 
a minimum opening depos-
it. Setting up automatic re-
curring contributions, even 
modest ones, lets you build 
steadily over time without 
requiring constant attention.

As your child ages, look 
for ways to redirect ex-
penses you no longer have 
towards the build. For ex-
ample, daycare costs, which 
can exceed $1,000 a month, 
can be shifted into a college 
savings account once your 
child enters school. Tax re-

funds and annual bonuses 
make excellent additional 
contributions. And others 
can pitch in – instead of 
birthday or holiday toys, ask 
grandparents or relatives to 
contribute directly to a col-
lege savings account.

Know the size of the 
house you’re building. 
Families saving for commu-
nity college followed by two 
years at a public university 
might target around $65,000. 
Those aiming for four years 
at a public school are look-
ing at roughly $100,000. 
Whatever the goal, plan for 
education inflation of about 
4% annually, which can 
roughly double costs over 
18 years.

You don’t have to source 
all the building materi-
als yourself. Scholarships, 
grants, student loans and 
income from part-time work 
are all legitimate ways to 
help finish the structure. 

Don’t let one project 
consume the whole bud-
get. One risk for parents is 
pouring so much into the 
college fund that the retire-
ment fund goes neglected. 
Remember, loans and grants 
exist for college, but not for 
retirement. Striking the right 
balance may mean targeting 
a more affordable school, 
planning to cover only a 
portion of costs or adjusting 
retirement timelines slightly.

Choose the right build-
ing materials. For many 

families, a 529 plan is the 
right foundation. Earnings 
grow tax-free, distributions 
are federally tax-free when 
used for qualified education 
expenses, and many states 
offer additional income tax 
deductions for contribu-
tions. Even better, anyone 
– such as grandparents or 
friends – can contribute.

Additionally, qualified 
expenses for a 529 plan go 
beyond tuition and cover 
books, computers, internet 
access, room and board, and 
more. Vocational and trade 
schools often qualify, too, 
opening the door to careers 
in skilled trades, healthcare 
and technology. 

No contractor builds 
alone. A knowledgeable fi-
nancial advisor can help you 
draw up a realistic blueprint 
and make sure the college 
project doesn’t crowd out 
the rest of your financial fu-
ture. The earlier you break 
ground on that conversation, 
the stronger the structure 
will be.

This article 
was written by 
Edward Jones 
for use by your 
local Edward 
Jones Financial 
Advisor - Tom 
Shelley. Visit 

his office at 7730 Wolf River 
Blvd. #107, Germantown or 
call (901)751-1212.  Edward 
Jones, Member SIPC

FINANCIAL FOCUS:  
Building your child’s education 

fund, one brick at a time
POLICE REPORTS

Living with 
Purpose

DAVID PEEL
Attorney
8582 U.S. Hwy 51 North
Millington, TN  38053
(901)872-4229
davidpeel@peellawfirm.com
peellawfirm.comL ate on Thurs-

day, July 23, I 
took a bad line 

on our property riding a 
700lb Honda 500 swamper 
four-wheeler and it flipped 
forward. I came down on 
my right shoulder crushing 
it; the atv continued rota-
tion and my knee was well 
behind me when it hit and 
shoved my femoral head 
through the front of my 
dislocated hip. My son was 
right behind me and got to 
work fast, stabilizing my leg 
and getting the paramedics 
to me. My grandson, thank-
fully, had already turned 
back toward the house min-
utes before — he wasn’t 
there to see any of it.

From there it was one 

blessing after another: the 
first responders who got 
me out fast, a great surgical 
team, traction to hold things 
steady, then surgery to clear 
the loose fragments of the 
fractured acetabulum. 

Hurt Thursday night, 
home with my family Tues-
day evening. My shoulder’s 
too torn up for a walker or 
crutches, so I’m in a wheel-
chair for now — good 
friends made sure I had a 
power chair, and it’s been a 
lifeline.

Lying still in traction re-
minded me of a traffic jam I 
sat in over thirty years ago, 
next to a young man in a 
Porsche who was furious, 
beating the wheel like he 
meant to break it — same 
delay I had, same powerless-
ness, but I’d made my peace 
with it and had a sermon 

of Dr Rogers playing. Your 
character isn’t built by what 
happens to you. It’s revealed 
by what you do with it. As 
the old saying goes, every 
man is either in a storm, 
coming out of one, or head-
ed into the next.

Even from this chair, I’ve 
already been out handing out 
settlement checks to my cli-
ents, and I’m praising God 
that with time I’ll be out of 
this wheelchair and back on 
my feet for good.

What’s been hardest is be-
ing served so lovingly by my 
wife, my kids, my grandson, 
my staff, when I can do so 
little for them. 

But I praise God for sur-
rounding me with such a 
wonderful support system, 
and for His grace. 

Mr. Peel seeks justice 
for those injured in trac-

tor-trailer and car acci-
dents, medical malpractice, 
and disability. He often 

addresses churches, clubs, 
and groups without charge. 
Mr. Peel may be reached 

through PeelLawFirm.com 
wherein other articles may 
be accessed.

What Happened to Me

SHARE YOUR LOCAL NEWS!  
jennifer@ 

magicvalleypublishing.com

By David Peel

Bartlett City Schools is seeking qualified vendors to quote pricing on all  
Bids and Request for  Proposals. For information concerning Vendor Regist- 
ration to become an approved vendor to  conduct business with Bartlett 
City Schools, please visit http://bartlettschools.org and click on  the About 
US Tab. Vendor Registration is also available by contacting Purchasing, 
  901.202.0855, ext. #2255. Bids and Request for Proposals are available to 
download at the following website: http://www.bartlettschools.org.
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YOUR AUTO 
AUCTION AD 

COULD BE 
HERE!  

SHOPPER NEWS CLASSIFIEDS  •  WEST 10 MEDIA  •  MVP  •  THURSDAY, AUGUST 20, 2026

AUTO AUCTIONS

AUTO AUCTIONS

FOR SALE

To Place Your Ad, Contact Us 
Today! 901.476.7116  

adrianna@magicvalley 
publishing.com SHOPPER NEWSSHOPPER NEWS Classifieds To Place an Ad: 

476-7116

                          Auctions
GET THE WORD OUT about your next 
auction! Save Time & $$$. One Call 
For All. Your ad can appear in this 
newspaper + 104 other TN newspapers. 
For more info, contact this newspaper’s 
classified dept. or call 931-624-8916. 

            Cable / Satellite / Wireless
Choose EarthLink Fiber Internet for 
speeds up to 5 Gigs, no data caps, no 
throttling. Prices starting at $54.95. 
Plus, a $100 gift card when you make 
the switch.  Call 1-855-481-3340

DIRECTV- All your entertainment. 
Nothing on your roof! Sign up for Direct 
and get your first free months of Max, 
Paramount+, Showtime, Starz, MGM+ 
and Cinemax included. Choice package 
$84.99/mo. Some restrictions apply. Call 
DIRECTV 1-844-230-4803

Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet!  Free 
Install, Free HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 
On-Demand Movies, Plus Limited Time 

Up To $600 In Gift Cards. Call Today! 
1-844-274-6074   

                    Health / Beauty
Audien Hearing. The world’s first 
hearing aid with touchscreen controls. 
No tiny buttons, apps or prescriptions. 
45-day risk free trial. Free shipping. 
Lifetime support. More than 1.5 million 
happy customers. Call Audien 1-888-
297-2079

Safe Step Stairlifts. Enjoy greater 
independence and stay in the home 
you love. Feel safe on every level. $750 
off plus FREE installation. Made in 
the U.S.A. Call today for a free quote. 
1-866-432-3409

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 400 plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a discount plan. Do 
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 
1-844-278-8285 www.dental50plus.com/
tnpress #6258

                Home Improvement   
Olshan Foundation Solutions. Your 
trusted foundation repair experts since 
1933. Foundation repair. Crawl space 
recovery. Basement waterproofing. 
Water management and more. Free 
evaluation. Limited time up to $250 off 
foundation repair. Call Olshan 1-866-
265-5932             
        
                 Wanted - To Buy
We Buy Houses for Cash AS IS! No 
repairs. No fuss. Any condition. Easy 
three step process: Call, get cash offer 
and get paid. Get your fair cash offer 
today by calling Liz Buys Houses: 
1-877-551-1426
          
    Advertise Throughout Tennessee
YOUR LOW COST ADVERTISING 
Solution! One call & your 25 word ad will 
appear in 105 Tennessee newspapers 
for $275/wk or 28 West  TN newspapers 
for $120/wk. Call this newspaper’s 
classified advertising dept. or go to 
www.tnpress.com

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED ADS
Reaching more than 979,000 Readers Every Week!

For placement information, contact this newspaper’s classifi ed advertising department.
591,000

CALL (901) 476-7116

YOUR 
CLASSIFIED 
AD COULD 
BE HERE!  

CALL 
901.476.7116

Special!!  General 
yard work, leaves 

raked, Putting down 
mulch.  Free Estimates. 
Reasonable.  PaCerno 

901-323-2822

SERVICES

2026 KIA K4
VIN # 3KPFT4DEXTE295201

2015 KIA FORTE
VIN # KNAFX4A6XF5256297

2006 INFINITI FX45
VIN # JNRBS08W56X401166

 2010 JEEP PATRIOT
VIN # 1J4NT2GB0AD513639

 2017 HYUNDAI TUCSON
VIN # KM8J3CA43HU498533

2014 CADILLAC CTS
VIN # 1G6AW5SX7E0157027

2013 CADILLAC CTS
VIN # 1G6DF5E50D0115322

2009 CADILLAC CTS
VIN # 1G6DS57V190164528

2005 HYUNDAI SANTA FE
 VIN # KM8SC13E85U883175

9-3-26 AT 9 A.M.

The Following  
Vehicles Will Be Sold On

A&A TOWING
4000 N. WATKINS

901-357-3330

B&B TOWING, LLC  
2574 SUMMER,  

MEMPHIS  38112

2013 CHEV MAL  
VIN# 1G11B5SA0DF177953

2003 HOND PLT  
VIN# 2HKYF18583H535799

2000 TOYT TAC  
VIN# 4TAVL52N7YZ591238

2003 CHEV BLAZER  
VIN# 1GNDT13X03K125572

2022 KIA FTE  
VIN# 3KPF54AD2NE422452

2013 FORD ECP  
VIN# 1FMCU0F79DUD64319

2023 NISS KIC  
VIN# 3N1CP5CV1PL481423

2016 NISS MAX  
VIN# 1N4AA6AP1GC393120

2015 HONDA CR-V  
VIN# 5J6RM3H97FL020358

2021 CHEV EQU  
VIN# 2GNAXHEV9M6156058

2019 CHEV EQU  
VIN# 3GNAXNEV6KS544877

CADI ATS  
VIN# 1G6AA5RA2D0135211

NISS ALT  
VIN# 1N4AL3AP4EN330913

2017 NISS ARM  
VIN# JN8AY2NF0H9303748

2021 LEXUS 350  
VIN# 58ACZ1B12MU102689

-2015 NISS ALTIMA  
VIN# 1N4AL3AP8FC479547

2015 CHRY 200  
VIN# 1C3CCCAB2FN633282

2015 CHEV CRUZE  
VIN# 1G1PC5SB7F7259305

2009 INFINITI G37  
VIN# JNKCV61F69M364285

2013 CHRY 200  
VIN# 1C3CCBBGXDN704200

2006 STRN ION  
VIN# 1G8AJ55F76Z143151

2022 VOLK ATL  
VIN# 1V2KR2CA9NC535511

THE FOLLOWING VEHICLES  
WILL BE SOLD TO SATISFY  

STORAGE AND TOW FEES ON 

9/9/2026:9/9/2026:

BREWERS 
BODY SHOP  
1401 POPLAR AVE

MEMPHIS, TN 38104 
901-278-4461

2019 FORD F150  
VIN # 1FTEW1E46KFD00650

THE FOLLOWING VEHICLE 
WILL BE SOLD AT AUCTION ON  

SEPT. 4, 2026 @ 12:SEPT. 4, 2026 @ 12:

DAN’S  
TOWING
3911 THOMAS 

MEMPHIS, TN 38127

2016 HYUNDAI  
SONATA

KMHEZ4L2GA038471

2007 TOYOTA CAMRY
JTNBE46K673088857

2008 AUDI A6
WAUAH74FX8N133526

2013 TOYOTA CAMRY
4T1BF1FK4DU280408

2013 GMC TERRAIN
2GKALUEK4D6166455

2009 CADDILAC CTS
1G6DE5EY1B0116604

2015 BUICL LACROSS
1G4GB5G38FF174552

2006 HONDA CIVIC
1HGFA16566LD59921

The Following Vehicles  
Will Be Sold on

9/11/2026 @ NOON

1N4AL2AP7CN502844  
2012 NISSAN ALTIMA  

1FMSK8DH3MGA69923  
2021 FORD EXPLORER

3GTU2NEC5GG181646 
 2016 GMC SIERRA 1500 

  
1G6DR57V780189105 
2008 CADILLAC CTS 

3GCPCREC4JG158450   
2018 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 1500   

1G6AP5SXXE0150652 
2014 CADILLAC CTS  

2HGFA1F91AH520967  
2010 HONDA CIVIC

5N1BA0ND3AN607432  
2010 NISSAN ARMADA

SEPTEMBER 20, 2026 AT 11 AM

DTS TOWING 
3930 THOMAS ST., MEMPHIS, 38127  

THE FOLLOWING VEHICLES  
WILL BE SOLD AT AUCTION ON

 FOR SALE
LOTS OF CRAPPIE FISHING  

ACCESSORIES, LOTS OF 
TACKLE BOXES FULL, 

RODS, REELS, AND CRAPPIE 
FISHING POLES.RETIRED 

BODY MAN TOOLS;  
PULLERS, CLAMPS, CHAINS 

AND ACCESSORIES.

BUY ONE OR BUY ALL.

901-876-5855
AUG 20,27-9/3

HEALTH INSPECTIONS — Germantown —  week of August 12–17, 2026

West Street Diner scores 82 as eggs, precooked 
meats found held at unsafe temperatures

GERMANTOWN — West Street Diner, 2076 West St., 
scored 82 in a routine health inspection August 12, the lowest 
of 10 Germantown inspections during the week of August 12 
through 17.

The inspector observed sausage patties, steak and potatoes 
precooked and held on top of milk crates next to the grill top, 
and directed the diner either to maintain a minimum tempera-
ture of 135 degrees in a hot holding unit or cook items to 
order given limited space. Eggs were found sitting out on a 
prep station next to the freezer reading 66 degrees; the report 
lists discard as the corrective action, with time as a public 
health control or a cold holding unit as alternatives. The in-
spector also found condensation dripping inside a reach-in 
cooler over covered food, a dish machine needing a splash 
guard to keep sprayer water from contaminating other sur-
faces, no hair restraints worn at the grill and prep areas, im-
properly stored wiping cloths and utensils, plates stored face 
up, and dust and grease accumulation around and underneath 

equipment.
Two restaurants cited in the previous week cleared fol-

low-up inspections on August 14. Soul Fish Cafe, 3160 Vil-
lage Shop, rose to 96 from 80; the handwashing violations 
and the chicken and fried fish held at room temperature that 
drove the earlier score no longer appear on the report. Kyru-
Ramen & TBaar, 7726 Poplar Ave., rose to 96 from 89, with 
the improper cooling citation for pork broth no longer listed.

Cafe Med, 1817 Kirby Parkway, was inspected on con-
secutive days. In a routine inspection August 13 it scored 92, 
with extremely stained cutting boards and a low-temperature 
dish machine reading 0 parts per million; the inspector di-
rected staff to use the three-compartment sink until the ma-
chine works properly. The report notes no payments have 
been made for the 2026-2027 permit and that a change of 
ownership is in discussion. A second inspection August 14 
scored 97.

Chipotle, 2110 West St., scored 93 on August 12, cited 

for excessive cuts on multiple cutting boards, open boxes of 
to-go bags stored on the floor and a black substance observed 
on grills along with countertop spills.

Eggs Up Grill, 9155 Poplar Ave., and John’s Java Cafe, 
3133 Forest Hill Irene Ste. 107, each scored 98 on August 
14. At Eggs Up Grill the inspector found a faucet leak at the 
three-compartment sink and an open dumpster lid. At John’s 
Java Cafe, scoops were stored inside ingredients and ceilings 
were brown or dark in color.

Germanshire Elementary, 3965 Germantown Rd., was 
inspected twice August 13: its afterschool program scored 
100 in a school buildings inspection, and its pre-kindergarten 
special education program received an approval rating in a 
child care facilities inspection. No violations were noted in 
either.

Inspection reports are public record. Complete reports 
are available at inspections.myhealthdepartment.com/ 
tennessee.

Soul Fish Cafe and KyruRamen both clear follow-ups; Cafe Med inspected twice in two days
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See This Week’s 
Answers In Next 
Week’s Edition 
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Sales Leaders of the month of June for Forest Hill-Irene
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Two Germantown Firefighters Head 
Back to School to Take the Next Step

Staff Reports

GERMANTOWN, Tenn. — 
For most people, the start of a 
new school year means students 
returning to classrooms. For two 
Germantown firefighters, it means 
sharpening the skills they use to 
serve their community.

Firefighters Ethan Browder and 
Zac Meza of the Germantown Fire 
Department are heading back to 
school this fall, each pursuing the 
next level of emergency medical 
training.

Browder is attending Advanced 
EMT school, building on the expe-
rience he has gained since joining 
the department in October 2025. 
He earned his EMT-Basic license 
earlier that year and continued his 
training at the Tennessee Fire and 
Codes Academy, where he com-
pleted the 10-week fire academy 
in May and graduated with Class 
26-01.

For Meza, the next step is para-
medic school.

Meza joined the German-
town Fire Department alongside 
Browder in October 2025 after 
earning an associate degree in fire 
science from Mount San Antonio 

College in California. His path 
into the fire service began with fire 
science courses, where he earned 
his EMT-Basic certification and 
completed the 78th Basic Fire 

Academy.
While their educational paths 

are different, both firefighters 
share the same goal: continuing to 
learn so they can provide a higher 

level of service to the German-
town community.

Advanced EMT and paramed-
ic training will add to the med-
ical knowledge and emergency 
response skills the firefighters 
already bring to their work — ed-
ucation that can make a difference 
when they are called upon to help 
residents on some of their most 
difficult days.

The Germantown Fire Depart-
ment shared the firefighters’ mile-
stones as part of a back-to-school 
message, encouraging the com-
munity to wish Browder and Meza 
well as they take on their next edu-
cational challenges.

For these two firefighters, the 
school year is not simply about 
going back to class. It is another 
step in a career built around learn-
ing, service and being prepared 
when their community needs them 
most.

Source: Germantown Fire Department.

GREAT NEWS!
IN THE PAST 24 MONTHS, WE HAVE HELPED 30 FAMILIES 
OBTAIN MEDICAID BENEFITS FOR THEIR LOVED ONES 
WHO REQUIRE NURSING HOME CARE.

Call Cox Law Office today for a consultation.

DON’T WAIT UNTIL A CRISIS OCCURS. LET US HELP 
YOU PLAN TO ESTABLISH MEDICAID ELIGIBILITY.

Past results do not guarantee future outcomes. Every Medicaid application is dependent upon the 
client’s unique facts, financial circumstances, eligibility, and applicable law.

COX LAW 
OFFICE

901.853.3500 
149 S. Rowlett, 
Collierville, 38017 
coxelderlaw.com

Dogwood Elementary fifth grader Charlotte Green tapped her way to first place in the Iris Princess talent competition at this sum-
mer’s Miss Tennessee Volunteer Pageant. Competing against 45 young performers from across Tennessee, Charlotte impressed the 
judges with her tap routine to “Jazz Baby.”  

Courtesy of Germantown Municipal School District


