
Staff Reports

GERMANTOWN — Houston 
Middle School seventh grader 
Evie Young took top honors in the 
junior division of the Delta Fair 
Songwriting Star competition for 
her original song, “Rebel.”

Young competed against musi-

cians up to 18 years old, standing 
out among the pool of regional 
entrants to capture the highest 
award in her category.

The achievement adds to 
Young’s experience as a local 
performer. District audiences 

By Germantown Municipal 
School District

GERMANTOWN, Tenn. — If 
you are a regular at Germantown 
Area Chamber of Commerce lun-
cheons, you may have noticed a 
little extra ambiance lately. That 
sound you hear during network-
ing hours? It might just be some 
of Germantown Municipal School 
District’s very talented student mu-
sicians.

The partnership between GMSD 
and the Germantown Area Cham-
ber of Commerce began with a 
simple question from Chamber 
President and CEO Janie Day. 
After a visit from Houston High 
School’s jazz musicians, Day en-
joyed the performance so much 
that she wondered, “What if stu-
dents performed every month?”

Every month might have been 
a tall order for one ensemble, but 
the idea sparked something even 
better.

GMSD and the chamber de-
veloped a schedule that brings 
different small groups of student 
performers to chamber luncheons 
throughout the year. Students pro-

vide live music as business and 
community leaders arrive and net-
work before the program begins.

For GMSD Communications 
Supervisor Kate Crowder, who 
helps coordinate the performanc-
es, the arrangement checks several 
boxes.

“It has become a really popular 
gig with our students,” Crowder 
said. “They get the experience of 
performing in a professional set-
ting for an audience they might 
not normally encounter. Then, 

when they finish, they get to stay 
for lunch and hear from the guest 
speaker. There’s a lot of value in 
both parts of that experience.”

That was especially true in 
September, when students heard 
from the West Tennessee Home 
Builders Association. The presen-
tation included discussion about 
housing affordability and keeping 
homeownership within reach for 
young, first-time buyers — a topic  
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GMSD Students Add  
Soundscape to Germantown 

Chamber Luncheons
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Houston Middle  
Student wins Delta Fair 

songwriting contest
Evie Young recognized in junior division 

for original composition ‘Rebel’

Germantown Approves Updated School 
Resource Officer Agreement for FY 2027

Staff Reports

GERMANTOWN — Hous-
ton Middle School GERMAN-
TOWN, Tenn. — The Ger-
mantown Board of Mayor and 
Aldermen approved an updated 
Memorandum of Understanding 
between the Germantown Police 
Department and the Germantown 
Municipal School District for Fis-

cal Year 2027, according to the 
City of Germantown.

The agreement reaffirms a 
shared commitment to maintain-
ing safety across all school dis-
trict campuses while enhancing 
communication, emergency re-
sponse planning and day-to-day 
collaboration between law en-
forcement and educational ad-
ministrators.

Under the partnership, School 

Resource Officers serve as first 
responders, mentors, educators 
and positive role models aimed 
at fostering meaningful relation-
ships with students while ensur-
ing a secure learning environ-
ment.

“This updated agreement re-
flects the deep trust and seam-
less coordination between the 
Germantown Police Department 
and GMSD,” Police Chief Mike 

Fisher said. “Our SROs are dedi-
cated not only to protecting these 
campuses, but to building mean-
ingful, positive relationships with 
our youth.”

Officers assigned to school dis-
trict campuses for the upcoming 
fiscal year include:
•	 Officer Theodore Broadnax — 

Dogwood Elementary School
•	 Officer Eric Burrage — Hous-

ton Middle School
•	 Officer Mike Maggipinto — 

Forest Hill Elementary School
•	 Officer Marcelo Mango — 

Farmington Elementary School
•	 Officer Shayla Stewart — 

Houston High School
•	 Officer Orland Mack — Hous-

ton High School
•	 Officer Bradley Bean — Riv-

erdale School (not pictured)

See the Fall 2026 Senior 
Living Section Inside!

Richardson Media Group • Fall Senior Living Section 2026
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fullest after 50
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T h i s  s u m m e r, 
Trezevant wel-
comed local first 

responders, residents and 

community leaders for its an-

nual First Responders Appre-

ciation Day, a special event 

recognizing the dedicated 

men and women who help 

ensure the safety and well-be-

ing of  the senior living com-

munity year-round.
The morning gathering 

brought together officers 

from the Memphis Police 

Department’s Tillman Pre-

cinct and Bike Patrol Unit, 

firefighters from Memphis 

Fire Department Station 

17, representatives from 

MPLOY/Memphis Office 

of  Youth Services, City of  

Memphis Mayor Paul Young, 

and Trezevant’s own security 

team. Guests were honored 

for their commitment to serv-

ing and protecting residents 

and the greater Memphis 

community.
Held in Hope’s Garden 

on the Trezevant campus, 

the event featured breakfast, 

fellowship, and opportunities 

for residents to personally 

thank the first responders 

who regularly answer calls 

and provide assistance when 

needed.
A special blessing of  the 

badges was led by Reverend 

Barbara Kirk-Norris, who 

offered prayers for the safety, 

strength, and continued ser-

vice of  first responders. The 

program also included a vo-

cal performance of  “America 

the Beautiful” by local musi-

cian Jauna Ellis.
“Events like this provide a 

meaningful opportunity for 

our residents to express their 

appreciation to those who 

serve our community every 

day,” said Katy Stanfield, 

fitness coordinator and com-

munity liaison at Trezevant. 

“We are grateful for their 

dedication and for the part-

nerships that help keep our 

residents safe.”

ABOUT TREZEVANT:

Located in the heart of  Mem-

phis at 177 North Highland, 

Trezevant is a continuing care 

retirement community offering in-

dependent living, assisted living, 

memory care, and health and reha-

bilitation services. Trezevant con-

sistently provides world-class ser-

vice to current and future residents 

while continuing to be an anchor in 

the community. Trezevant is a fair 

housing community and is consis-

tently recognized with awards for 

resident satisfaction, industry ex-

pertise  and community leadership 

such as the Holleran Communi-

ty Choice Awards, LeadingAge 

Tennessee Excellence in Caring 

Awards, HealthCare Chaplaincy 

Network’s Excellence in Spiritu-

al Care Award, The Tennessee 

Center for Performance Excellence 

(TNCPE) Commitment Award, 

The Commercial Appeal’s Mem-

phis Most Community Choice 

Awards, and recognition from 

the National Center for Assisted 

Living. For more information on 

Trezevant, call 901.325.4000 or 

visit www.trezevantmanor.org.

TREZEVANT HONORS FIRST RESPONDERS 

AT ANNUAL APPRECIATION DAY EVENT

(Photo courtesy Trezevant)

Reverend Barbara Kirk-Norris prayed over first responders at Trezevant

D ouglas Dunavant, Director of  

Memory Care, and Sierra Mob-

ley, Life Enrichment Director, 

Complete Prestigious ICAA Foundation 

for Wellness Program
At Heritage at Irene Woods well-

ness is more than a program. It is a 

commitment to helping residents 

live healthier, more purposeful, and 

more fulfilling lives. That commit-

ment was recently strengthened 

as Douglas Dunavant, Director of  

Memory Care, and Sierra Mobley, 

Life Enrichment Director, graduated 

from the ICAA Foundation for Wellness 

Certificate Course, an industry-leading 

professional development program offered 

by the International Council on Active Ag-

ing (ICAA).
As the senior living industry continues to 

evolve, wellness has become a central focus 

for both residents and providers. Through 

this intensive program, Douglas Dunavant 

and Sierra Mobley gained advanced knowl-

edge and practical strategies designed to 

support whole-person wellness, including 

physical, emotional, intellectual, social, and 

spiritual well-being.
This achievement reflects both Douglas 

Dunavant’s and Sierra Mobley’s dedication 

to professional growth and LCS’s commit-

ment to advancing wellness across its com-

munities nationwide. As the nation’s leader 

in senior living management, LCS believes 

wellness should be integrated into every 

aspect of  community life, empowering res-

idents to pursue their passions, maintain 

independence, and thrive at every stage of  

aging.
The curriculum explores the foundation-

al principles of  wellness and healthy aging, 

equipping participants with evidence-based 

strategies to create meaningful programs and 

experiences that support resident engage-

ment and well-being. Coursework includes 

the 
science of  wellness, be-

havior change, program development, and 

best practices for fostering a culture of  well-

ness.
The knowledge gained through this pro-

gram will help enhance wellness offerings at 

Heritage at Irene Woods, ensuring residents 

continue to benefit from innovative pro-

gramming and personalized opportunities 

that support their goals and interests.

About ICAA Education

ICAA Education, Inc. develops and de-

livers courses designed to help active-aging 

professionals build the skills and knowledge 

needed to advance older-adult wellness while 

supporting organizational success.

ICAA Education is a sister company of  

the International Council on Active Aging® 

(ICAA), a professional association that has 

been a leading voice in the active-aging in-

dustry since 2001. ICAA supports more than 

10,000 organizations worldwide through re-

search, education, networking, best-practice 

sharing, and initiatives designed to improve 

quality of  life for older adults through well-

ness and healthy aging

Heritage at Irene Woods  

Team Members Recognized  

as a Wellness Leader
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G E R M A N T O W N , 
Tenn. — Local high school 
students will showcase 
their creativity and prob-
lem-solving skills at the 
annual Battle of the Brains 
competition, scheduled for 
Saturday, Oct. 24, at Hous-
ton High School.

The STEM event chal-
lenges students to design 
and build projects in sci-
ence, mathematics, or engi-
neering, then present their 
work to a panel of univer-
sity faculty and industry 
professionals.

The competition is open 
to students attending Hous-
ton High School and Ger-
mantown High School, 

as well as Germantown 
residents attending oth-
er schools or completing 
home-school programs. 
Students may work in 
teams of up to four mem-
bers.

The event will take place 
in the Houston High School 

Gymnasium, located at 
9755 Wolf River Blvd. Par-
ticipant setup begins at 8 
a.m., followed by judging 
from 9 a.m. to noon. An 
awards ceremony present-
ing cash prizes to the top 
three teams will take place 
immediately after judging 

finishes.
Judges will evaluate en-

tries based on project qual-
ity, originality, creativity, 
positive impact, contribu-
tion to science, and presen-
tation performance, offer-
ing constructive feedback 
to participants.

According to contest 
guidelines, projects must 
be developed by students 
with minimal direction 
from parents or teachers, 
though participants may 
consult advisors during 
preparation. All presenta-
tion materials—including 

posters, models, or slide-
shows—must fit on a pro-
vided 6-foot table.

Presentations are lim-
ited to five minutes, fol-
lowed by a five-minute 
question-and-answer ses-
sion with judges. Coach-
ing during presentations is 
strictly prohibited.

Interested students must 
complete an application 
form (found at https://
fo rms .g l e /k3mwXSH-
FmnGJBCiZ9) and submit 
a typed project abstract by 
Friday, Oct. 2. For addition-
al details or inquiries, con-
tact Jessica Comas at JCo-
mas@Germantown-TN.
gov or (901) 757-7202.

Source: 
City of Germantown

High School Students Invited to Compete  
in Germantown STEM Showcase

Staff Reports

Emergency preparedness 
is not about worrying over 
the unexpected. It is about 
taking simple, proactive 
steps to protect loved ones 
and pets. This September, 
the City of Germantown is 
recognizing Preparedness 
Month by breaking emer-
gency planning down into 
quick, manageable steps. 
This is the second article in 
a four-part series.

When severe weather or 
unexpected utility outages 
strike, emergency respond-
ers may need to focus on 
critical incidents across 
the city. Having a basic 
emergency kit ensures 
your household can remain 
self-sufficient for at least 72 
hours while help is on the 
way.

As part of Germantown 
Preparedness Month, the 
Fire Department encour-
ages residents to gather es-
sential supplies this week to 
keep their families safe, fed 
and healthy during an emer-
gency:

• Gather non-negotiable 
basics: Pack one gallon of 
water per person per day, 

non-perishable food items, 
flashlights with extra bat-
teries, a battery-powered or 
hand-crank radio, a first-aid 
kit and a safety whistle.

• Prepare for pets: Fur-
ry family members need a 
dedicated go-bag stocked 
with food, medications, ex-
tra leashes, bowls and cop-
ies of vaccination records.

• Include essential per-
sonal items: Store daily 
prescription medications, 
personal hygiene supplies, 
baby formula, extra cash 
and waterproof copies of 
insurance policies, IDs and 
bank records in an easily 
accessible container.

Get Urgent Updates via 
Hyper-Reach

When emergency sup-
plies are needed, seconds 
count. Germantown’s Hy-
per-Reach alert system 
ensures residents receive 
immediate, accurate notifi-
cation of local hazards, road 
closures and severe weather 
threats directly on mobile 
devices or landlines. Regis-
ter your household today at 
germantown-tn.gov/Alert.

Source: City of Germantown

Be prepared: Build  
a 72-hour supply kit

Third Annual Germantown Business  
Summit Scheduled for Oct. 20

Staff Reports

GERMANTOWN, Tenn. 
— The City of German-
town’s Economic Devel-
opment Commission will 
host its third annual Ger-
mantown Business Summit 
on Tuesday, Oct. 20, at the 
Great Hall & Conference 
Center, located at 1900 S. 
Germantown Road.

The free event, open to 
all residents, runs from 8:30 
a.m. to 11 a.m. It is struc-
tured to help local business 
owners and community 
leaders gather real-time 
economic data, expand re-
ferral networks and offer 
input on municipal policy.

Attendees will begin the 
morning with a compli-
mentary breakfast before 
key presentations and inter-
active sessions:

• Regional Market In-
telligence: Keynote speak-
er Chris Mefford of Com-
munity Attributes Inc. will 

examine Germantown’s 
economic position, demo-
graphic trends and commer-
cial advantages across the 
Mid-South region.

• Municipal Policy Influ-
ence: Participants can join 
breakout sessions focused 
on the Thrive Germantown 
2050 Comprehensive Plan 
to help guide land use, de-
velopment strategies and 
commercial growth policy 
for the next two decades.

• Targeted B2B Net-
working: A dedicated one-
hour business expo will 
allow attendees to connect 
with local business owners, 
regional executives and city 
leaders.

“We are excited to profile, 
in a data-driven way, Ger-
mantown’s economic posi-
tion in the center of the re-
gion,” said Cameron Ross, 
economic and communi-
ty development director. 
“Our strategic advantage 
for medical, commercial 

and general employment 
growth is what sets Ger-
mantown apart, and we’re 
excited to have our business 
community participate in 
the conversation about what 
can make us even better.”

Exhibitor tables for the 
business expo start at $50, 

and Gold-level sponsor-
ships are available for $250 
while supplies last. To re-
serve an expo table or in-
quire about sponsorship 
packages, contact Diane 
Desanctis at DDesanctis@
Germantown-TN.gov.
Source: City of Germantown

Staff Reports

GERMANTOWN, Tenn. 
— The Germantown Com-
munity Library is inviting 
local residents of all artis-
tic skill levels to contrib-
ute to “Gatsby’s Gallery: A 
Roaring Twenties Tiny Art 
Show,” a public communi-
ty art exhibition hosted as 
part of the city’s Big Read 
celebration of F. Scott Fitz-
gerald’s novel “The Great 
Gatsby”.

Participants can stop by 
the library’s Information 
Desk, located at 1925 Ex-
eter Road, to collect a min-
iature canvas while supplies 
last. Community members 
are encouraged to complete 
their artwork at home and 
return the finished pieces to 

be featured in a library-wide 
gallery display Sept. 12 
through Sept. 30.

Artwork submissions 
may be inspired by the 
Roaring Twenties, themes 
from “The Great Gatsby,” 
or any general subject of the 
artist’s choosing. Prior art 
experience is not required 

to participate.
The tiny art showcase is 

one of several community 
activities funded in part by a 
National Endowment for the 
Arts (NEA) Big Read grant 
awarded to the library. The 
initiative brings together 
local institutions, including 
the Germantown Region-
al History and Genealogy 

Center, the Germantown 
Municipal School District, 
and the Germantown Com-
munity Theatre, to celebrate 
the literary classic through 
book discussions, lectures, 
and cultural events running 
through November.

Source: City of Germantown

Germantown Community Library Invites 
Public to Participate in ‘Tiny Art Show’ 

Community art exhibit forms part of three-month NEA Big Read 
celebration of ‘The Great Gatsby’

Event: Gatsby’s Gallery:  
A Roaring Twenties Tiny 

Art Show  
Exhibition Dates: 
Through Sept. 30

Location: Germantown 
Community Library,  

1925 Exeter Road
Cost: Free (canvases  

available while  
supplies last)

Eligibility: Open to all 
ages and skill levels

Scan This Code 
to visit us  

online, or go to: 
www.germantown.news

HAVE  LOCAL NEWS TO SHARE? 
EMAIL IT TO:  

JENNIFERDESHAZO@MAGIC 
VALLEYPUBLISHING.COM

WE’VE MOVED!  
OUR NEW LOCATION IS:   
7731 HWY 70, SUITE 102,  

BARTLETT TN 38134
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BOOST YOUR BUSINESS BY 
ADVERTISING IN THE BUSINESS 

DIRECTORY! CALL 433.9138

Germantown Boosts Winter Weather Readiness 
with Heavy Equipment Purchase, Real-Time Map

Staff Reports

GERMANTOWN, Tenn. — 
Following January’s severe ice 
storm, the City of Germantown is 
rolling out long-term equipment 
investments and operational up-
grades to enhance future snow 
and ice response.

On Monday, Sept. 14, the 
Board of Mayor and Aldermen 
approved an $84,000 purchase for 
a heavy-duty dump truck snow-
plow and salt spreader, mirroring 
machinery used by the Tennessee 

Department of Transportation 
(TDOT). Due to manufacturing 
lead times, delivery is scheduled 
for late 2027 or early 2028.

Winter Fleet Readiness
In the interim, municipal crews 

will deploy existing fleet assets 
configured for rapid response and 
thoroughfare clearing this winter.

Operational Updates and 
Live Tracking

Beyond fleet readiness, city 
officials have revised German-
town’s winter operations plan, 
with comprehensive staff training scheduled for this fall.

Residents can also access a new 
digital tool this season: a live map 
tracking cleared roadways in real 
time to monitor clearing progress 
across the city.

Primary Response Routes
During severe weather, public 

works crews will prioritize key 
transportation corridors and vi-
tal collector streets to maintain 
emergency access, including:

• Forest Hill-Irene Road
• West Farmington Boulevard

• • Poplar Pike
• Johnson Road
• Wolf River Boulevard
• Riverdale Road
• Neshoba Road

City leadership emphasized 
that through expanded equip-
ment, updated operational strat-
egies, and live public updates, 
Germantown is preparing now 
for future winter storms.

Source: City of Germantown

Applications Open for 2027 
Leadership Germantown Class

Staff Reports

Applications are now being ac-
cepted for the 2027 Leadership 
Germantown class. The program 
is designed for individuals who 
want to strengthen their lead-
ership skills, build lasting con-
nections and gain a deeper un-
derstanding of the Germantown 
community.

Since its inception, Leader-
ship Germantown has graduated 
more than 600 participants who 

continue to make a positive im-
pact through civic engagement, 
volunteer service and community 
leadership.

Community members who are 
passionate about serving Ger-
mantown and making a differ-
ence are encouraged to apply. 
Applications are available at 
https://leadershipgermantown.
org/2027-lg-application/.

Source: City of Germantown

particularly relevant to students 
who will soon begin thinking about 
college, careers and life after high 
school.

September’s performers were 
Brant Loper, Myles Martin, Spen-
cer Malahy and Betsy Rivas, repre-
senting Houston High School’s the-
ater and orchestra programs. The 
annual fall solo showcase is inten-
tionally timed to give students pre-
paring for college auditions another 
opportunity to perform their recital 
pieces in front of a live audience.

And there is plenty more music 
ahead.

In October, the Houston High 
School Orchestra will take its turn 
providing the soundtrack for net-
working hour. November will fea-
ture Silver Note Collective, Hous-
ton High School’s jazz combo.

After the holiday break, another 
group of soloists will take the stage 
for a January recital showcase, fol-
lowed by Houston Middle School 
Theater in February and Fifth Mea-
sure in April.

For chamber members, it means 
a little live music with lunch. For 
students, it is an opportunity to 
perform, connect with community 
leaders and experience conversa-
tions taking place beyond the class-
room.

Students interested in the Jan-
uary solo showcase should check 
their email for additional details on 
how to participate.

may recognize her from appear-
ances in several Germantown Mu-
nicipal School District musical 
productions, as well as previous 
community stage performances at 
the Delta Fair.

Following her contest win, 
Young was invited to perform 

at Lafayette’s Music Room in 
Memphis as part of a songwriting 
showcase hosted by the Memphis 
Songwriters Association. The 
invitation provides the middle 
school student an opportunity to 
perform her original music at one 
of the area’s prominent live music 
venues.

Story content provided courte-
sy of the Germantown Municipal 
School District.
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Y our financial se-
curity is only as 
strong as your 

digital security. A single sto-
len password, convincing 
scam or fraudulent invest-
ment offer can lead to lost 
savings, damaged credit or 
hours spent recovering com-
promised accounts. As our 
financial lives move increas-
ingly online, protecting your 
personal information is part 
of protecting your financial 
future. 

Cybercriminals are getting 
smarter, and technology like 
AI is making their job eas-
ier. But fortunately, some 
consistent habits can help 
protect you from many of 
today’s common threats.

Watch out for phishing. 
Phishing is a common way 
criminals break into ac-
counts and steal money. 
These attacks often arrive as 
emails, texts or phone calls 
that appear to come from 
your bank, employer or an-
other trusted organization. 
Fake websites can trick you 
into typing in your password 
or financial details.

To protect yourself, verify 
unexpected requests through 
a separate channel, such as 
calling a company direct-
ly using a number from its 
official website rather than 
one provided in a suspicious 
message. Avoid clicking un-
expected links and consider 
using a password manager 
which auto-fills your login 
information only on legiti-
mate websites.

Strengthen your accounts. 

Stolen passwords give crim-
inals easy access to your 
email, banking and social 
media accounts. Try using 
a unique password for every 
account and enable multifac-
tor authentication whenever 
it’s offered. When possible, 
choose phishing-resistant 
options like passkeys or se-
curity keys; they’re harder 
for scammers to bypass than 
basic text message codes.

Be skeptical of urgency. 
Scammers increasingly use 
deepfakes, which leverage 
AI-generated voices, videos 
and images to convincingly 
impersonate trusted people, 
including company exec-
utives, advisors and even 
family members. These 
messages often create pres-
sure to send money or share 
sensitive information imme-
diately.

If you receive an urgent 
request that feels off, slow 
down. Hang up and try call-
ing back to the person or 
organization using a known 
phone number. Many suc-
cessful scams rely on emo-
tional pressure rather than 
technical tricks, so a mo-
ment of skepticism can go a 
long way.

Protect your money and 
identity. Fraudulent invest-
ment platforms and crypto-
currency schemes continue 
to cost Americans billions 
of dollars each year. Be cau-
tious of investment oppor-
tunities promoted through 
unsolicited messages or 
social media contacts, and 
always verify a platform 

independently before send-
ing money. If you’re unsure 
whether an opportunity is le-
gitimate, a financial advisor 
can help evaluate it before 
you invest.

Data breaches can also 
put your information at risk, 
even when you’ve done ev-
erything right. It’s smart to 
check your bank and credit 
card statements regularly 
for unfamiliar charges, and 
to freeze your credit if you 
suspect your information 
has been compromised. You 
may also choose to freeze 
your credit preemptively.

Keep your devices updat-
ed. Software updates often 
fix security weaknesses that 
criminals could otherwise 
exploit. Backing up im-
portant files, whether to the 
cloud or an external drive, 
also protects you if ransom-
ware ever locks you out of 
your own data.

Small habits matter. 
Unique passwords, multi-
factor authentication and 
skepticism help stop many 
scams before they start. 
Take steps to help safeguard 
your money, identity and 
long-term financial goals.

This article was 
written by Edward 
Jones for use by 
your local Edward 
Jones Financial 

Advisor - Tom Shelley. Visit 
his office at 7730 Wolf River 
Blvd. #107, Germantown or 
call (901)751-1212.  Edward 
Jones, Member SIPC

FINANCIAL FOCUS:  
Stay one step ahead  

of cybercriminals

D idn’t we just 
start football 
season?

It seems like I was just 
writing about opening 
night, looking forward to 
another season of packed 
stands, marching bands and 
hometown rivalries. Now 
Friday, Sept. 18, has come 
and gone, marking Week 5 
of Tennessee’s high school 
football season. For teams 
that haven’t had an open 
date, five of their 10 reg-
ular-season games are al-
ready behind them.

I’m not sure how that 
happened. I barely feel like 
I’ve settled into the season, 
and we’re already talking 
about the second half.

The weather certainly 
isn’t helping. According 
to the National Weather 
Service, Jackson reached 
99 degrees Sunday, Sept. 

20—16 degrees above its 
normal high for that date. 
It’s hard to get into the 
spirit of fall football when 
stepping outside still feels 
like opening the oven. The 
schedule says we’re head-
ing into Week 6, but the 
temperature feels more like 
Week 1.

Meanwhile, some teams 
are giving their fans plenty 
to be excited about. Across 
West Tennessee, Westview, 
Huntingdon, Humboldt, 
Lexington and Jackson 
Christian came through the 
fifth week with perfect 5–0 
records. Munford remained 
unbeaten at 4–0, while 
Memphis Central and 
Southwind were also 5–0. 
Those are some impressive 
starts, and congratulations 
are certainly in order.

Of course, the standings 
don’t tell the whole story. 
Some teams have already 
worked through a partic-
ularly difficult stretch of 
their schedule, while others 
still have their biggest tests 
ahead.

Camden is a good exam-

ple of why it helps to look 
beyond the overall record. 
The Lions are 1–4 overall 
but 1–0 in region play, and 
their five remaining games 
are all region contests. 
Their early schedule in-
cluded Huntingdon, Dyers-
burg and McKenzie. That 
doesn’t make the losses 
any less disappointing, but 
there is still an opportunity 
to shape a different second 
half.

Even the unbeaten teams 
have plenty left to prove. 
Westview, for example, 
finishes its regular season 
against Dyersburg and 
Covington. Getting through 
September without a loss 
is an accomplishment, but 
nobody gets to skip Oc-
tober on the strength of a 
good start.

That is part of what 
makes this point in the sea-
son interesting. Some fans 
are beginning to imagine 
a deep playoff run. Others 
are hoping their team can 
turn a corner. There is still 
plenty of football left, even 
if there is considerably less 

of it than I would like.
The older I get, the more 

familiar that feeling be-
comes. You spend weeks 
looking forward to some-
thing, and then, while 
you’re busy enjoying it—
or simply keeping up with 
everything else—it starts 
slipping behind you. Foot-
ball season seems especial-
ly good at demonstrating 
that.

For seniors and their 
families, that passing time 
means a little more. These 
aren’t just games on a 
schedule. They are some of 

the last Friday nights wear-
ing that uniform, playing in 
that band or cheering along 
that sideline. Another sea-
son will come around for 
the rest of us, but this par-
ticular group won’t get an-
other one quite like it.

So I hope we make the 
most of the weeks ahead. 
Go to the game. Take the 
pictures. Visit with the peo-
ple sitting beside you. En-
courage the kids, whether 
their team is undefeated or 
still trying to find its foot-
ing.

There may even be some 

relief from the heat. The 
National Weather Service 
expects cooler air to spread 
across the Mid-South this 
week, with afternoon tem-
peratures dropping into the 
lower to mid-80s across 
much of the region by 
Wednesday and Thursday. 
That sounds considerably 
more reasonable.

I’m ready for an evening 
that calls for a sweatshirt 
instead of another bottle of 
water. I’m just not ready 
for the season to be over.

Hopefully, fall will get 
here before football leaves.

HALFWAY ALREADY?

Scan This Code 
to visit us  

online, or go to: 
www.germantown.news

Friday, September 4th 

Crimes: 

A victim reported 
unauthorized access of 
their property. The report 
originated from the 2200 
block of Coathbridge Drive 
at 9:48 a.m. 

Officers arrested a subject 
for unlawful possession 
of narcotics. The arrest 
originated from the area 
of South Germantown 
Road/Wolf River Boulevard 
at 2:55 p.m. A victim 
reported a physical 
altercation at a business. 
The report originated from 
the 9400 block of Crestwyn 
Hills Drive at 4:15 p.m. 

A victim reported that 
items were taken from 
their residence. The report 
originated from the 7400 
block of Heathmore Place 
at 5:02 p.m. 

A victim reported 
that their identifying 
information was 
compromised. The report 
originated from the 7700 
block of Poplar Avenue at 
6:03 p.m. 

A subject was observed 
taking merchandise from 
a business. The report 
originated from the 9200 
block of Poplar Avenue at 
8:47 p.m. 

Officers arrested a 
subject for being the 
primary aggressor during 
an altercation. The arrest 
originated from the 2000 
block of Sonning Drive 
at 8:56 p.m. Officers 
arrested a subject for 
taking merchandise from 
a business. The arrest 
originated from the 9200 
block of Poplar Avenue at 
9:58 p.m. 

Saturday, September 5th 

Crimes: 

A victim reported 
harassing behavior. The 
report originated from the 
9400 block of Crestwyn 
Hills Drive at 3:42 a.m. 

A business reported 
that a window was 
intentionally damaged. 
The report originated from 
the 3800 block of Forest 
Hill Irene Road at 8:19 a.m.

A business was unlawfully 
entered and items 
were taken. The report 
originated from the 6500 
block of Poplar Avenue at 
1:13 p.m. 

A victim reported that 

items were taken from 
a locker. The arrest 
originated from the 7600 
block of Poplar Pike at 
3:23 p.m. 

Officers arrested a subject 
for unlawful possession 
of narcotics. The arrest 
originated from the area 
of South Germantown 
Road/Poplar Pike at 4:04 
p.m. Officers arrested 
a subject for unlawful 
possession of narcotics. 
The arrest originated from 
the 7800 block of Walking 
Horse Circle at 10:57 p.m. 

Sunday, September 6th 

Crimes: 

A victim reported 
harassing phone calls. The 
report originated from 
the 1700 block of Allenby 
Green Cove at 11:40 a.m. 

Officers arrested a subject 
for unlawful possession 
of narcotics. The arrest 
originated from the area 
of Wolf River Boulevard/
Kimbrough Road at 3:45 
p.m. 

Monday, September 7th 

Crimes: 

A subject was observed 
taking merchandise from 
a business. The report 
originated from the 7600 
block of West Farmington 
Boulevard at 10:19 a.m. 

Officers arrested a 
subject for being the 
primary aggressor during 
an altercation. The arrest 
originated from the 9000 
block of Poplar Avenue at 
3:47 p.m. 

Tuesday, September 8th 

Crimes: 

A victim reported an 
online scam. The report 
originated from the 2400 
block of Sanders Ridge 
Lane at 9:12 a.m. 

Two subjects were 
observed taking 
merchandise from a 
business. The report 
originated from the 7600 
block of Poplar Avenue at 
3:49 p.m. 

Three subjects were 
observed taking 
merchandise from a 
business. The report 
originated from the 9200 
block of Poplar Avenue at 
7:34 p.m. 

Wednesday, September 
9th 

Crimes: 

Officers arrested a subject 
for taking a package from 
a residence. The arrest 
originated from the 1600 
block of Rocky Hollow 
Cove at 4:40 p.m. 

A subject was observed 
taking merchandise from 
a business. The arrest 
originated from the 9200 
block of Poplar Avenue at 
5:08 p.m. 

Officers arrested a subject 
for taking a package from 
a mailbox. The arrest 
originated

from the 7900 block of 
Sunny Creek Drive at 6:02 
p.m. 

A victim reported a 
physical altercation at 
a residence. The report 
originated from the 8000 
block of Farmington 
Boulevard at 6:24 p.m. 

A victim reported that a 
package was taken from 
their mailbox. The report 
originated from the 1500 
block of Bubbling Brook 
Drive at 7:02 p.m. 

Thursday, September 
10th 

Crimes: 

A victim reported 
that their identifying 
information was 
compromised. The report 
originated from the 3200 
block of Kinderhill Lane at 
7:48 a.m. 

A victim reported that 
a subject attempted to 
unlawfully enter their 
residence. The report 
originated from the 7800 
block of Doctor Martin 
Lane at 11:00 a.m. A victim 
reported that a subject 
attempted to unlawfully 
enter their residence. The 
report originated from 
the 7900 block of Radford 
Ridge Road at 11:00 
a.m. A victim reported 
that their residence was 
unlawfully entered and 
items were taken. The 
report originated from the 
7100 block of Riverwood 
Street at 2:24 p.m. A victim 
reported that a subject 
violated a court order. The 
report originated from the 
8100 block of Mistywood 
Lane at 8:10 p.m. 

CRASHES There were 
a total of 23 crashes 
reported for this time 
period

POLICE REPORTS
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ADVERTISE 
WITH  

The Bartlett Express, 
The Collierville 

Herald-Independent,  
The Millington 
Star and The 

Germantown News  
& Shelby Sun Times

BY PLACING  
AN AD IN  

The Shopper News 
Classifieds!

(901) 476-7116

YOUR  
SALES/

SERVICE
AD COULD  
BE HERE! 

CALL  
901.476.7116

SHOPPER NEWS CLASSIFIEDS  •  RICHARDSON MEDIA GROUP  •  THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 2026

AUTO AUCTIONS

AUTO AUCTIONS

To Place Your Ad, Contact Us 
Today! 901.476.7116  

adrianna@magicvalley 
publishing.com SHOPPER NEWSSHOPPER NEWS Classifieds To Place an Ad: 

476-7116

                          Auctions
GET THE WORD OUT about your next 
auction! Save Time & $$$. One Call 
For All. Your ad can appear in this 
newspaper + 104 other TN newspapers. 
For more info, contact this newspaper’s 
classified dept. or call 931-624-8916. 

            Cable / Satellite / Wireless
Choose EarthLink Fiber Internet for 
speeds up to 5 Gigs, no data caps, no 
throttling. Prices starting at $54.95. 
Plus, a $100 gift card when you make 
the switch.  Call 1-855-481-3340

DIRECTV- All your entertainment. 
Nothing on your roof! Sign up for Direct 
and get your first free months of Max, 
Paramount+, Showtime, Starz, MGM+ 
and Cinemax included. Choice package 
$84.99/mo. Some restrictions apply. Call 
DIRECTV 1-844-230-4803

Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet!  Free 
Install, Free HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 
On-Demand Movies, Plus Limited Time 

Up To $600 In Gift Cards. Call Today! 
1-844-274-6074   

                    Health / Beauty
Audien Hearing. The world’s first 
hearing aid with touchscreen controls. 
No tiny buttons, apps or prescriptions. 
45-day risk free trial. Free shipping. 
Lifetime support. More than 1.5 million 
happy customers. Call Audien 1-888-
297-2079

Safe Step Stairlifts. Enjoy greater 
independence and stay in the home 
you love. Feel safe on every level. $750 
off plus FREE installation. Made in 
the U.S.A. Call today for a free quote. 
1-866-432-3409

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 400 plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a discount plan. Do 
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 
1-844-278-8285 www.dental50plus.com/
tnpress #6258

                Home Improvement   
Olshan Foundation Solutions. Your 
trusted foundation repair experts since 
1933. Foundation repair. Crawl space 
recovery. Basement waterproofing. 
Water management and more. Free 
evaluation. Limited time up to $250 off 
foundation repair. Call Olshan 1-866-
265-5932             
        
                 Wanted - To Buy
We Buy Houses for Cash AS IS! No 
repairs. No fuss. Any condition. Easy 
three step process: Call, get cash offer 
and get paid. Get your fair cash offer 
today by calling Liz Buys Houses: 
1-877-551-1426
          
    Advertise Throughout Tennessee
YOUR LOW COST ADVERTISING 
Solution! One call & your 25 word ad will 
appear in 105 Tennessee newspapers 
for $275/wk or 28 West  TN newspapers 
for $120/wk. Call this newspaper’s 
classified advertising dept. or go to 
www.tnpress.com

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED ADS
Reaching more than 979,000 Readers Every Week!

For placement information, contact this newspaper’s classifi ed advertising department.
591,000

REMIT TO: 7731 HWY 70, SUITE 102, BARTLETT TN 38134  
CALL (901) 476-7116

Special!!  General 
yard work, leaves 

raked, Putting down 
mulch.  Free Estimates. 
Reasonable.  PaCerno 

901-323-2822

SERVICES

901.476.7116Ca
ll 

to
 p

lac
e 

yo
ur

 ad
 to

da
y!

Your low-cost classified ad in The 
Bartlett Express, The Germantown 
News & Shelby Sun Times, The 
Collierville Herald Independent or 
The Millington Star will help turn 
your unwanted items into CASH.

 
Line classifieds are only $30/week 

for up to 5 lines (140 characters)  
to run in all four papers. 

Display ads are also available for 
$28/column-inch/week for all four 

papers or $12/column-inch for  
individual papers (4-inch minimum).

2005 TOYOTA TUNDRA
VIN # 5TBRT34165S470405

2025 VOLKSWAGON TAO
VIN # 3VV5C7B23SM037081

2017 VOLKSWAGON JETTA
VIN # 3VW2B7AJ8HM298774

2000 FORD RANGER
VIN # 1FTYR14X5YPB52042

2019 CHEVROLET EQUINOX 
2GNAXHEV9K6122781

10-8-26 AT 9 A.M.

The Following  
Vehicles Will Be Sold On

A&A TOWING
4000 N. WATKINS

901-357-3330

ASTRO TOWING
2940 Shannon Ave. 

Memphis, TN

2006 CADILLAC STS
VIN#1G6DW677560150042

2007 MERCEDES C230
VIN#WDBRF52H87A929507

2012 INFINITI G37
VIN#JNICV6AR6CM675883

2007 CHEVY AVALANCHE
VIN#3GNFK12337G129462

The Following Vehicles 

Will Be Sold On

OCTOBER 9 AT 9 A.M.

B&B TOWING, LLC  
2574 SUMMER,  

MEMPHIS  38112

2015 SUBA FOR  
VIN# JF2SJAFC3FH571863

2017 CADI CT6  
VIN# LREKK5RX8HA062060

THE FOLLOWING VEHICLES  
WILL BE SOLD TO SATISFY  

STORAGE AND TOW FEES ON 
10/14/2026:

1N4BL3AP6DC102314  
2013 NISSAN ALTIMA 

V2FR2CA6RC565041  
2024 VOLKSWAGEN ATLAS 

5TFLU4EN9BX017970  
2011 TOYOTA TACOMA 

1G1BE5SM2J7236741  
2018 CHEVROLET CRUZE 

  
1FMCU0F71KUA89395 

2019 FORD ESCAPE 

1GKKRSED6CJ286218  
2012 GMC ACADIA 

YV1612TK8F1340090  
2015 VOLVO S60

OCTOBER 25, 2026 AT 11 AM

DTS TOWING 
3930 THOMAS ST., MEMPHIS, 38127  

THE FOLLOWING VEHICLES  
WILL BE SOLD AT AUCTION ON

HAVE  LOCAL NEWS TO SHARE? EMAIL IT TO:  
JENNIFERDESHAZO@MAGICVALLEYPUBLISHING.COM

WE’VE MOVED! OUR NEW LOCATION IS:   
7731 HWY 70, SUITE 102, BARTLETT TN 38134
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See This Week’s 
Answers In Next 
Week’s Edition 
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HEALTH INSPECTIONS — Germantown — week of September 15–22, 2026

Dead roaches found at Germantown  
sushi restaurant; score 84

GERMANTOWN — Zen Japanese Fine Cuisine, 1730 S. 
Germantown Rd., scored 84 in a routine inspection Septem-
ber 18, the lowest of 15 Germantown inspections during the 
week of September 15 through 22.

The inspector reported multiple dead roaches on walls and 
on sticky paper left on floors. No documents were available 
for in-house parasite destruction, a record required for es-
tablishments serving raw fish; the report states an employee 
over the area can explain the process and that a log must be 
kept on file for 90 days.

The inspector also observed improper handwashing be-
tween tasks, with an employee moving from the dish pit to 
the prep cooler to adjust food. Other citations included miss-
ing thermometers in reach-in coolers and freezers, unlabeled 
containers in the prep kitchen, walk-in cooler and sushi area, 
excessive wiping cloths on prep counters, rust buildup on 
walk-in cooler racks, and food buildup on and around equip-
ment including convection ovens needing internal cleaning.

Southern Hands, 1811 Kirby Parkway, scored 89 in a fol-
low-up September 16, up from 80 on September 1, when 
the establishment was asked to close after its walk-in cool-
er was found at 80 degrees following a power outage. The 

cold-holding violation and the discarded raw food no longer 
appear. The follow-up still cites improper labeling of season-
ings and bulk items, multiple flies, no hair restraints, gloves 
on prep stations, a cornbread scoop on a bare prep table, a 
three-compartment sink leak, grease and dust on equipment, 
an open dumpster lid, and staining on ceilings, walls and 
floors.

McDonald’s #5154, 2030 Germantown Rd., scored 93 
September 15. A pink substance was observed coming from 
the ice dispenser inside the ice machine, and the report notes 
the ice cream machine is cleaned every two weeks by a 
third-party contractor with no in-house cleaning, with the 
operator asked to follow standard operating procedures.

Local Lime, 7605 W. Farmington Blvd., Suite 1, scored 92 
in a follow-up September 21, up from 75. The hand sink ob-
struction, improper chemical storage, ice dispenser buildup 
and expired leftovers cited in the earlier report are gone, but 
the restroom still has no hot water.

Garibaldi’s Pizza, 7521 Queens Court, scored 96 Septem-
ber 15, and Tiger Bryant Concession Trailer, 3160 Village 
Shops Dr., scored 96 September 16, cited in part for a broken 
hot water faucet with a photo of the repair required within 

24 hours.
City Silo Table & Pantry, 7605 W. Farmington Blvd., 

Suite 2, scored 98 September 21, and the Ridgeway Country 
Club main bar, 9800 Poplar Ave., scored 100 September 16, 
with its ballroom restaurant clearing an immediate follow-up 
at 96. JoJo’s Expresso, 1730 S. Germantown Rd., Suite 101, 
cleared an immediate follow-up at 97.

Two Germantown child care programs received approval 
ratings. Forest Hill Elementary Pre-K, 3368 Forest Hill Irene 
Rd., had no violations. Germantown Baptist Church Learn-
ing Center, 9450 Poplar Ave., was cited for worn blinds in a 
few classrooms.

Three body art studios scored 100: Elle 14 Ink Studio, 
9245 Poplar Ave., Suite 6; Porter Whybrew, 9091 Poplar 
Ave., Suite 302; and Milano Nail Spa by H & T Tattoo, 9155 
Poplar Ave., Suite 22, though the last was cited for a permit 
dated 2025.

Inspection reports are public record. Complete reports for 
all Tennessee establishments are available at inspections.
myhealthdepartment.com/tennessee.

Zen Japanese cited on nine items; Southern Hands improves to 89 after closure

This Week’s Inspections  
at a Glance
Germantown health inspections, September 15-22, 
2026. Source: Tennessee Department of Health / Shelby 
County Health Department.

Garibaldi’s Pizza Inc. — 7521 Queens Court
Food service, routine, September 15 — Score: 96
Asked to wear beard guards and hair restraints.
Food residue inside the microwave.
Asked to maintain all equipment, ovens included.
Floor tile missing and blackened ceiling tile.
McDonald’s #5154 — 2030 Germantown Rd.
Food service, routine, September 15 — Score: 93
Pink substance observed from ice dispenser inside ice 
machine. Corrective action: dump all ice, wash, rinse 
and sanitize internal components. Ice cream machine is 
cleaned every two weeks per the manager by a third-party 
contractor; no one cleans the ice cream machine in house. 
Corrective action: follow standard operating procedure 
instructions for cleaning.
Single-service containers improperly stored on prep station 
face up.
Asked to clean and maintain all lingering food inside 
reach-in coolers and freezers.
JoJo’s Expresso — 1730 S. Germantown Rd., Suite 101
Food service, follow-up, September 15 — Score: 97
Items marked out of compliance, no detail given: food 
properly labeled, original container, required records 
available; personal cleanliness; wiping cloths properly used 
and stored.
Comment: immediate follow-up.
Southern Hands — 1811 Kirby Parkway
Food service, follow-up, September 16 — Score: 89 (up 
from 80 on September 1)
Improper labeling of multiple seasonings, sugar, flour and 
other items in large bins.
Multiple flies observed in kitchen space.
No hair restraints observed.
Multiple white gloves observed on prep stations.
In-use scoop for cornbread observed on bare prep table.
Leak at three-compartment sink observed.
Excessive grease and dust accumulated on exterior of 
equipment.
Dumpster lid observed open.
Ceilings have accumulation of stains and dust; walls have 
excessive stains; floors have excessive stains, black and 
brown in color.
Additional items marked out of compliance, no detail 

given: toilet facilities properly constructed, supplied and 
cleaned; item 57.
Ridgeway Country Club (Main Bar) — 9800 Poplar 
Ave.
Food service, routine, September 16 — Score: 100
Item marked out of compliance, no detail given: item 57.
Germantown Baptist Church Learning Center — 9450 
Poplar Ave.
Child care facility, routine, September 16 — Score: Ap-
proval
Blinds are worn in a few classrooms; asked to repair or 
replace.
Tiger Bryant Concession Trailer — 3160 Village Shops 
Dr.
Food service, routine, September 16 — Score: 96
Person in charge unable to locate internal hanging and 
individual thermometers. Corrective action: provide inter-
nal hanging thermometers for all refrigerator units and an 
individual food grade thermometer.
Missing three-compartment sink decals. Corrective action: 
label the sink wash, rinse and sanitize.
Broken hot water faucet. Corrective action: send a picture 
of the repaired faucet within 24 hours.
Asked to post a non-smoking sign at the entrance.
Ridgeway Country Club Ballroom Restaurant — 9800 
Poplar Ave.
Food service, follow-up, September 16 — Score: 96
Items marked out of compliance, no detail given: approved 
thawing methods used; food properly labeled, original con-
tainer, required records available; contamination prevented 
during food preparation, storage and display; nonfood-con-
tact surfaces clean.
Comment: immediate follow-up.
Forest Hill Elementary Pre-K — 3368 Forest Hill Irene 
Rd.
Child care facility, routine, September 17 — Score: Ap-
proval
No violations noted.
Milano Nail Spa by H & T Tattoo — 9155 Poplar Ave., 
Suite 22
Tattoo studio, routine, September 17 — Score: 100
Current permit/license posted: dated 2025.
Additional item marked out of compliance, no detail given: 
item 41.
Zen Japanese Fine Cuisine — 1730 S. Germantown Rd., 
Suite 125
Food service, routine, September 18 — Score: 84
No documents available for in-house parasite destruction. 
Employees over the area can explain the process. Correc-
tive action: a log is required to stay on file for 90 days.

Improper handwashing between tasks performed; employ-
ee observed going between the dish pit to wash dishes and 
over to the prep cooler to adjust food.
Asked to provide thermometers inside all reach-in coolers 
and freezers.
Multiple metal bowls, shaker bottles and squeeze bottles 
not properly labeled in the prep kitchen, walk-in cooler and 
sushi area.
Multiple dead roaches observed on walls and on sticky 
paper left on floors.
Excessive wiping cloths stored on prep counters; asked to 
store in sanitizer solution.
Excessive rust buildup on walk-in cooler racks; asked to 
maintain and clean all storage areas holding utensils and 
bowls.
Multiple units have food buildup around and on equipment. 
Asked to clean equipment lid handles, pull all equipment 
and clean under and around units, and clean convection 
ovens internally.
Additional item marked out of compliance, no detail given: 
current permit posted.
Elle 14 Ink Studio — 9245 Poplar Ave., Suite 6
Tattoo studio, routine, September 18 — Score: 100
No violations noted.
Porter Whybrew — 9091 Poplar Ave., Suite 302
Tattoo studio, routine, September 21 — Score: 100
No violations noted.
Local Lime — 7605 W. Farmington Blvd., Suite 1
Food service, follow-up, September 21 — Score: 92 (up 
from 75 on September 10)
Multiple flies in the lobby area and in the kitchen prep area.
Plates stored on top prep station rack face up; asked to 
invert all plates.
Two-ounce ramekin used to scoop out ingredients; asked to 
use a scoop with a handle.
Asked to deep clean all internal components of coolers and 
freezers at the bottom.
Test strips are not available for either the dish machine or 
the three-compartment sink.
No hot water available in the restroom.
Ceilings have large accumulation of dust; floors need to be 
swept and cleaned and maintained around and underneath 
all equipment.
City Silo Table & Pantry — 7605 W. Farmington Blvd., 
Suite 2
Food service, routine, September 21 — Score: 98
Multiple wiping cloths stored on prep stations and low boy 
grill stainless steel top.
Asked to maintain the exterior of microwaves and prep 
stations often.

Germantown seeks artists 
for Sculpture on  

the Greenway exhibition
Staff Reports

The Germantown Public 
Art Program is seeking art-
ists nationwide for the inau-
gural 2027-2029 “Sculpture 
on the Greenway” rotating 
exhibition.

As part of Phase 2 of the 
Wolf River Cultural Green-
way initiative, seven out-

door sculptures will be se-
lected for installation along 
sections of Germantown’s 
more than 10-mile trail 
system. The exhibition will 
bring together art, nature, 
recreation and wellness in 
an outdoor gallery setting.

Selected artists will re-
ceive a stipend for the two-
year loan of their artwork. 

The city will assist with in-
stallation and removal.

The call is open to emerg-
ing and experienced profes-
sional artists in the United 
States who are at least 18 
years old and specialize in 
outdoor sculpture. Artists 
may submit up to three el-
igible works.

The application deadline 

is Oct. 4. Eligibility require-
ments, project details and 
application information are 
available at germantown-
publicart.org.

The project is funded by 
the Germantown Public Art 
Fund.

Source:  
City of Germantown

WE’VE MOVED! OUR NEW LOCATION IS:   
7731 HWY 70, SUITE 102, BARTLETT TN 38134
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City of Germantown

GERMANTOWN, Tenn. — 
Germantown City Clerk Michele 
Betty has been named the 2026 
Clerk of the Year by the Tennessee 
Association of Municipal Clerks 
and Recorders (TAMCAR).

Betty received the honor during 
TAMCAR’s fall conference last 
week in Paris, Tennessee, recog-
nizing her 25 years of dedicated 
service to the City of Germantown 
and her commitment to excellence 
in municipal government.

“City Clerk Betty has served 
Germantown residents, staff and 
elected officials with distinction 
and dedication during her entire 
tenure at the City of Germantown,” 
said Mayor Mike Palazzolo. “She 
has a steadfast determination to 
deliver exact work with kindness.”

Betty joined the City of Ger-
mantown team as an administra-
tive assistant in January 2000 and 
has advanced through several roles 
during her career. She became City 
Clerk in May 2016, bringing de-
cades of institutional knowledge 
and experience to a position that 
serves as a key link between the 
City’s elected officials, staff and 
residents.

As City Clerk, Betty is respon-
sible for maintaining the City’s 
official municipal records in ac-
cordance with state retention reg-
ulations and the City Charter. Her 
responsibilities include maintain-
ing ordinances, resolutions, min-
utes, contracts, titles and deeds 
and ensuring the City Code of 
Ordinances remains current and 
accurate.

She also attends all Board of 
Mayor and Aldermen meetings 
to record official transactions 
and prepares and publishes agen-
das and minutes for the Board’s 
semi-monthly meetings. Other 
responsibilities include process-
ing open records requests, posting 
required public notices, process-
ing beer permit and liquor store 
Certificate of Compliance applica-
tions, maintaining custody of the 
City seal and assisting with annual 

appointments to City boards and 
commissions.

“Michele is someone who takes 
a great deal of pride in her work,” 
said City Administrator Jason Hu-
isman. “She is knowledgeable, re-
liable and always willing to help, 
and she approaches her responsi-
bilities with a genuine commit-
ment to the City and the residents 
we serve. This recognition is a 
wonderful reflection of her dedi-
cation.”

Betty’s commitment to her pro-
fession is reflected in her continu-
ing education and certifications. 
She became a Certified Munic-
ipal Clerk in 2020 and a State of 
Tennessee Certified Clerk and Re-
corder in 2018. 

Her commitment to service 
extends beyond City Hall. Betty 
leads the “City Stitchers”, a group 
of coworkers that create and do-
nate handmade quilts to comfort 
newborn babies in Le Bonheur 
Children’s Hospital’s Neonatal 
Intensive Care Unit (NICU). She 
also volunteers with her church’s 
annual Vacation Bible School pro-
gram and serves on church com-
mittees throughout the year.

Betty’s 25 years with the City 
reflect a career built on organiza-
tion, professionalism and service 
to the Germantown community. 
The City congratulates Michele 
Betty on being named the 2026 
TAMCAR Clerk of the Year and 
thanks her for her lasting contribu-
tions to Germantown.

GREAT NEWS!
IN THE PAST 24 MONTHS, WE HAVE HELPED 30 FAMILIES 
OBTAIN MEDICAID BENEFITS FOR THEIR LOVED ONES 
WHO REQUIRE NURSING HOME CARE.

Call Cox Law Office today for a consultation.

DON’T WAIT UNTIL A CRISIS OCCURS. LET US HELP 
YOU PLAN TO ESTABLISH MEDICAID ELIGIBILITY.

Past results do not guarantee future outcomes. Every Medicaid application is dependent upon the 
client’s unique facts, financial circumstances, eligibility, and applicable law.

COX LAW 
OFFICE

901.853.3500 
149 S. Rowlett, 
Collierville, 38017 
coxelderlaw.com

Staff Reports

Germantown residents are en-
couraged to begin planning for 
one of the city’s favorite fall tra-
ditions, Germantown Night Out, 
set for Tuesday, Oct. 6, from 5 to 
9 p.m.

Neighborhoods throughout the 
city will host block parties, cook-
outs and driveway gatherings to 
show appreciation for local first 
responders. During the evening, 
personnel from the Germantown 
Police Department, Germantown 
Fire Department, EMS and 911 
Dispatch will visit participating 
neighborhoods to meet residents, 
answer questions and enjoy re-
freshments provided by the com-
munity.

Neighborhood organizers who 
would like their event included on 

the official visitation route are en-
couraged to register early so first 
responders can visit as many gath-
erings as possible.

To register, contact Community 
Engagement Coordinator Erinn 
Figg at EFigg@Germantown-TN.
gov or (901) 757-7203. Organiz-
ers should provide the neighbor-
hood name, event location and 
address, start and end times, and 
the name and phone number of a 
primary contact.

Residents are encouraged to 
gather their neighbors, fire up the 
grill and prepare to welcome Ger-
mantown’s first responders during 
this annual community celebra-
tion.
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