
Free event will feature live metal- 
casting demonstrations ahead of 
community scavenger hunt.

GERMANTOWN, Tenn. — 
The city of Germantown will host 
a public kickoff event Nov. 13 at 
Municipal Park to introduce a new 
public art project featuring nine 
bronze wolf sculptures that will 
be part of the upcoming Discover 
Germantown community scaven-
ger hunt.

The Make Your Mark: Discover 

Germantown Metal Art Kickoff 
will offer residents and visitors a 
behind-the-scenes look at how the 
sculptures were created. The city is 
partnering with the Metal Museum 
to bring its Mobile Foundry to the 
park, where master artisans will 
demonstrate the metal-casting pro-
cess, including live foundry pours.

Visitors also can explore the 
tools, molds and artifacts used to 
create the original bronze wolves.

Community members still have 
time to donate new winter coats 
and accessories for local children 
and young adults in need.

GERMANTOWN, Tenn. — 
The Germantown Athletic Club is 
collecting new winter coats and 
accessories through Saturday, Oct. 

31, as part of its annual coat drive 
to help keep children and young 
adults warm during the winter 
months.

The club aims to collect 150 
new coats for children and young 
adults, ranging in age from 6 

The shelter is encouraging resi-
dents to open their homes to dogs 
in need, either temporarily or per-
manently, to help make room for 
more animals.

GERMANTOWN, Tenn. — 
The Germantown Animal Shelter 
has reached maximum capacity 
for dogs and is asking the com-
munity to help by providing foster 
and adoptive homes.

Residents interested in foster-
ing or adopting are encouraged to 
visit the shelter to meet the dogs 
currently available and learn more 
about their individual needs. Fos-

tering can provide a temporary 
home for a dog, while adoption of-
fers a permanent home and helps 
create space for other animals in 
need.

“Every foster home and adop-
tion can help provide more room 
for dogs in need,” according to the 
shelter’s appeal to the community.

How to help
Residents considering foster-

ing or adopting are encouraged 
to visit the Germantown Animal 
Shelter to meet the dogs in person 
and discuss their needs with shel-
ter staff. Those who cannot take a 
dog into their homes can still help 

by sharing information about the 
available animals with friends, 
family and neighbors.

The shelter is located at 7700 
Southern Ave. in Germantown. 
For information about foster-
ing, adoption and current animal 
availability, call 901-757-7358.

Adoption hours are 10 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m. Monday through Fri-
day and 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Sat-
urday. Residents should call the 
shelter for additional information 
about fostering and adoption op-
portunities.

Dogwood Elementary’s Teacher 
of the Year draws on more than 
30 years of experience to inspire 
students, mentor colleagues and 
make learning memorable.

GERMANTOWN, Tenn. — 
For more than 30 years, Susan 
Berry has dedicated her career to 
helping students learn, grow and 
discover what they are capable of 
achieving. This year, that dedica-
tion earned her the honor of being 
named Dogwood Elementary’s 
Teacher of the Year.

A third-grade teacher and 
self-proclaimed bullfrog enthusi-
ast — the bullfrog is her classroom 
mascot — Berry brings a calm, 
steady presence to her classroom. 
She is a master teacher who leads 
with a firm but caring approach, 
creating an environment where 
students know what is expected 
of them and feel supported as they 
work toward those expectations.

“She has an incredible impact 
on her students,” fellow third-

grade teacher Robin Snipes said. 
“Through her guidance, encour-
agement, and genuine connection, 
her students feel loved, confident, 
and proud of themselves and all 
they can accomplish.”

Berry teaches math and science, 
subjects she brings to life through 
hands-on, student-centered learn-
ing. She is always looking for 
creative ways to make learning 
memorable.

When she wanted to celebrate 
her students’ hard work and par-
ticipation in a school fundraiser, 
she turned the classroom into a 
campout, complete with blankets 
and flashlights. Students had the 
chance to learn under their desks 
while completing math activities 
and investigating magnets.

For Berry, learning can — and 
should — be fun.

Her impact extends well beyond 
her own classroom. As a Blue Chip 
mentor, Berry supports teachers 
who are new to Dogwood, offer-
ing encouragement, guidance and 

the benefit of her many years of 
experience.

“When it comes to being a team 
player, Susan is always there -- 
ready to support, uplift, encour-
age, and lend a helping hand, al-
ways with a smile that can light 
up a room,” Snipes said. “She has 
a true gift for making everyone 
around her feel valued and sup-
ported.”

Berry’s willingness to give her 
time and talents also makes an im-
pact on students outside her class-
room. She supports Dogwood’s 
Got Talent, helping students over-
come nerves and find the confi-
dence to take the stage. She also 
works with the art teacher to help 
ensure Fine Arts Night is a suc-
cess.

“Mrs. Berry is widely respect-
ed and admired by students, 
parents, and colleagues for her 
enthusiasm, dedication, and  
genuine belief in every child,” said 

See Shelter, page 3
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Germantown  
Athletic Club coat 

drive continues 
through Oct. 31

Germantown to Unveil Metal Art 
Project With Public Kickoff Event

See GAC, page 3

See Art, page 3 See Berry, page 7

Germantown Animal Shelter 
at capacity, seeks foster  

and adoptive homes

Susan Berry: A master teacher 
who leads with heart

The Germantown Athletic Club’s annual coat drive continues through Oct. 
31, collecting new winter coats and accessories for children and young 
adults served by the Vance Avenue Youth Development Center and Lib-
ertas Charter School. Community members can drop off donations at the 
club’s customer service desk during regular operating hours.

Courtesy City of Germantown

Susan Berry, Dogwood Elementary’s Teacher of the Year, exemplifies more than 30 years of dedication to teaching 
through her engaging classroom, strong relationships with students and commitment to mentoring and support-
ing colleagues.. 

Courtesy Germantown Municipal School District



Houston High, Houston 
Middle and Riverdale pro-
grams earn recognition as 
district prepares for winter 
sports

GERMANTOWN, Tenn. 
— Germantown Municipal 
School District athletics is 
celebrating a series of state 
championships, runner-up 
finishes and postseason 
accomplishments across 
its schools, while River-
dale Middle School earns 
preseason recognition and 
opportunities expand for 
younger student-athletes.

As students and staff re-
turned from fall break this 
week, the district wanted to 
recognize the achievements 
of athletes and coaches 
at Houston High School, 
Houston Middle School 
and Riverdale Middle 
School.

Houston High golf fin-
ishes second at state

Houston High School’s 
boys golf team finished as 
the state runner-up, mark-
ing one of the program’s 
strongest finishes in recent 
history.

Will Myatt tied for fifth 
place individually, while 
Violet Maggipinto tied for 
13th in individual compe-
tition.

The district congratulates 
the golfers and coaching 
staff on their performance 
at the state tournament.

Mustangs football 
earns region victory

Houston High football 
recorded a 41-6 region vic-
tory over Arlington on Oct. 
8.

The Mustangs contin-
ue preparing for the final 
stretch of the season and 
postseason competition.

The school’s volley-

ball season has concluded, 
and the district recognizes 
the athletes and coaching 
staff for their dedication 
throughout the year.

Football and girls soccer 
are preparing for regional 
championship competition, 
while cross country runners 
continue training for cham-
pionship events.

Houston Middle claims 
state championships

Houston Middle School 
girls soccer captured the 
state championship, adding 
another title to the district’s 
athletic accomplishments.

The team’s champion-
ship reflects its work, dis-
cipline and commitment 
throughout the season, ac-
cording to the district.

The school’s cross coun-
try teams also turned in 
strong performances at the 
state level. The boys won 

the state championship, 
while the girls finished as 
state runners-up.

Houston Middle is tran-
sitioning into winter and 
spring sports, with basket-
ball, swimming and cross 
country scheduled for com-
petition during the week of 
Oct. 19-24. Softball prepa-
rations also are underway.

Riverdale basketball 
earns preseason ranking

Riverdale Middle 
School’s boys basketball 
team earned the No. 13 
ranking in the Memphis 
Basketball Association’s 
2026-27 middle school pre-
season rankings.

The recognition high-
lights the program’s growth 
and the work of its stu-
dent-athletes and coaching 
staff.

Riverdale continues to 
provide athletic opportuni-

ties while emphasizing skill 
development, teamwork, 
sportsmanship and school 
pride.

Elementary basketball 
league preparations con-
tinue

GMSD also is preparing 
for its 2026-27 Elementary 
Basketball League, which 
will give fourth- and fifth-
grade students opportuni-
ties to develop fundamen-
tal skills, teamwork and 
sportsmanship.

Practices are scheduled 
to begin in November, with 
league competition starting 
in January.

Upcoming athletics for 
the remainder of Octo-
ber:

◦ Thursday, Oct. 22: 
Houston Middle varsity 
football travels to Briar-
crest for a 6 p.m. matchup.

◦ Saturday, Oct. 24: 
Basketball jamboree at 
Collierville High School; 
sixth-grade and junior 
varsity basketball league 
competition begins at 8 
a.m. at Houston Middle; 
cross country competes in 
the KYA Tennessee State 
Championship in Knox-
ville; and swimming com-
petes at St. George’s in 
Collierville.

As fall teams continue 
postseason competition and 
winter sports preparations 
advance, GMSD remains 
focused on building suc-
cessful athletic programs at 
every level.

The district credits its 
student-athletes, coaches, 
administrators and families 
for their contributions to the 
programs’ success and em-
phasized its commitment 
to creating meaningful 
opportunities for students 
throughout the district.

By: Deborah Adeboye, 
GMSD Intern 

Durkin has spent the past 
several years volunteering 
on Sundays with an orga-
nization that prepares about 
200 sandwiches each week 
for people in need. Through 
that experience, he began 
noticing something miss-
ing: more young people.

“I noticed that there’s 
a lot of older people who 
like to do it, but I never see 
lots of youth involvement,” 
Durkin said.

That realization inspired 
Durkin to create Opening 
Doors, a Houston High 
club focused on encour-
aging students to become 
more involved in their com-
munity. Rather than limit-
ing students to one type of 
service, the club plans to 
organize monthly missions 
that introduce students to 
different ways they can 
make a difference.

“I saw that and I recog-
nized that there’s so many 
different areas in the com-
munity that need help, 
and I wanted the youth of 
Houston High School to be 
involved with that,” Durkin 
said.

The club’s first efforts 
have focused on commu-
nity wellness and support-
ing local literacy. Students 
are volunteering at the 

Germantown Community 
Library, where they help 
organize books and assist 
with other needs.

For Durkin, the library 
holds a personal connec-
tion. He has visited the 
Germantown Community 
Library and its Friends of 
the Library bookstore since 
he was a child, making the 
opportunity to give back es-
pecially meaningful.

“I’ve been going there 
since I was a kid,” Durkin 
said. “So I wanted to give 
back to them.”

Opening Doors is also or-
ganizing a book drive ben-
efiting the Friends of the 
Germantown Community 
Library. The organization 
relies on donated books, 
which are sold to support 
the library and can also be 
distributed to organizations 

that help people who may 
not have access to books 
and educational resources.

The club is accepting 
books for children, young 
adults and adults, giving 
students and families an 
opportunity to contribute 
regardless of the type of 
books they have at home.

Durkin hopes to collect 
474 books by Oct. 31. Col-
lection boxes are already 
available in the Houston 
High School lobby, and stu-
dents have begun donating. 
If your school or organiza-
tion would like to partici-
pate, please let us know at 
kathleen.crowder@gms-
dk12.org.

While Opening Doors 
is one of Durkin’s newest 
commitments, it is part of 
a larger effort to challenge 
himself both inside and 
outside the classroom. As 
a Houston High senior, he 
takes AP and dual-enroll-
ment classes, serves as a 
GMSD ambassador and 
participates in soccer.

Through Opening Doors, 
Durkin hopes to encourage 
other students to discover 
that community involve-
ment does not have to be 
complicated.

“I want more people to 
recognize that there’s a lot 
of ways to help the commu-
nity.” 
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Say You Read It In the 
Germantown News & 

Shelby Sun Times!

Houston High senior Matthew Durkin founded Opening Doors 
to connect students with community service opportunities. 
The student-led club is collecting 474 books by Oct. 31 for the 
Friends of the Germantown Community Library. Donations 
for children, young adults and adults may be dropped off at 
Houston High School..

Photo GMSD

By Germantown Municipal 
School District

GERMANTOWN, Tenn. 
— What does strong civ-
ics education look like? 
In GMSD, it looks like an 
entire district earning state-
wide recognition and stu-
dents putting what they are 
learning into action.

Germantown Municipal 
School District has once 
again been named a Ten-
nessee Excellence in Civics 
Education District, with all 
six of the district’s brick and 
mortar schools earning the 
Governor’s Civics Seal for 
the 2025-26 school year.

The Tennessee Depart-
ment of Education recogni-
tion celebrates schools that 
make civics a meaningful 
part of the student experi-
ence through strong instruc-
tion and opportunities for 
civic engagement. Schools 
earning the Governor’s 
Civics Seal are recognized 
as Tennessee Excellence in 
Civics Education Schools, 
while districts in which at 
least 80% of schools earn the 
seal receive the districtwide 
designation. GMSD went 
six for six.

The recognition reflects 
work happening across 
grade levels to help students 
understand government, 
history and their role as in-
formed citizens. District 
leaders Dianne Stovall and 
Lara Charbonnet helped co-
ordinate the process across 
all six schools, supporting 
teachers and tracking the 
criteria required for the state 
designation.

That work is already 

showing up in student 
achievement.  Three River-
dale School eighth graders 
and one Houston Middle 
School student were recent-
ly recognized in the Consti-
tution Day Essay Contest.

Landon Camp, an eighth 
grader in Dana Eckenhoff’s 
class at Riverdale School, 
earned second place in the 
contest. Camp will be recog-
nized at an awards luncheon 
Oct. 7 at TPC Southwind, 
where he will receive a 
monetary prize, an Ameri-
can flag flown over the U.S. 
Capitol and additional priz-
es for both himself and Riv-
erdale School.

Riverdale students Riv-
er Ross and Natalie Roos, 
also students in Eckenhoff’s 
class, received honorable 
mentions. At Houston Mid-
dle School, Eva Singhai, 
a student in Emily Stine’s 
class, also earned an honor-
able mention.

Contest organizers praised 
both the number and quality 
of student submissions and 
recognized GMSD educa-
tors for preparing students to 
become informed citizens.

The statewide designation 
and student honors share an 
important connection. Civ-
ics education is not simply 
about memorizing how gov-
ernment works. It is about 
helping students understand 
their communities, exam-
ine ideas, communicate 
thoughtfully and recognize 
the role they can play in civ-
ic life.

From classroom lessons 
to Constitution Day essays, 
GMSD students are getting 
opportunities to do just that.

GMSD Goes Six  
for Six in Statewide Civics 

Recognition

Houston High Senior Opens 
Doors to Community Service 

Through New Student-Led Club

GMSD athletes celebrate state 
titles, runner-up finishes and 

postseason success



Although registration for the 
hands-on art activity has reached 
capacity, the free event is open to 
the public, and spectators are wel-
come without registration.

The hands-on activity was de-
signed to allow participants to cre-
ate a custom aluminum wolf tile. 
Participants receive a scratch block 
with a pre-drawn wolf outline and 
can personalize the design with 
details such as a moon, landscape, 
textured fur or lettering. The Metal 
Museum team then casts the design 
in molten aluminum, allowing par-
ticipants to take home a finished 
tile.

A waitlist is available for those 
interested in participating if a spot 
becomes available. Joining the 
waitlist does not guarantee partici-
pation.

weeks to 18 years, served by the 
Vance Avenue Youth Develop-
ment Center and Libertas Charter 
School.

“Germantown Athletic Club  
is excited to collaborate with  
long-time member Bob Boord to 
keep kids warm and safe during the 
winter months while supporting the 
missions and families of Vance Av-
enue Youth Development Center 
and Libertas School of Memphis,” 
GAC Assistant Club Director Lea-
la McLaughlin said. “We know it 
takes an entire community, and we 
are grateful to our staff and mem-
bers for coming together in such 
impactful ways to support others.”

Coats and accessories needed
The drive accepts new, un-

used coats in sizes ranging from 
6 months to adult 3XL. Although 

all sizes are welcome, organizers 
report a particular need for adult 
medium through adult XL, as well 
as adult 2XL and larger.

New winter accessories also 
are welcome, including gloves, 
scarves, winter hats and warm 
socks.

How to donate
Community members can drop 

off donations at the Germantown 
Athletic Club customer service 
desk during regular operating 
hours through Oct. 31.

The club is open from 5 a.m. to 
10 p.m. Monday through Thursday, 
5 a.m. to 9 p.m. Friday, 7 a.m. to 9 
p.m. Saturday and 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Sunday.

With the donation deadline ap-
proaching, community members 
still have time to help the club 
reach its goal of 150 coats and 
make a difference for local stu-
dents and families this winter.

GAC, 
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Germantown prepares for winter weather with equipment 
upgrades, live road map

City plans operational improve-
ments following January’s ice 
storm.

GERMANTOWN, Tenn. — 
The City of Germantown is pre-
paring for future winter storms 
with equipment investments, up-
dated response procedures and a 
new online tool to help residents 
track road-clearing progress.

The improvements follow Jan-
uary’s severe ice storm, which 
highlighted the challenges of 
maintaining safe, passable roads 
during prolonged winter weather.

On Sept. 14, the Board of May-
or and Aldermen approved an 
$84,000 purchase for a heavy-du-
ty dump truck snowplow and salt 
spreader modeled after equip-
ment used by the Tennessee De-
partment of Transportation. Due 

to manufacturing lead times, the 
equipment is expected to arrive in 
late 2027 or early 2028.

Existing fleet to support win-
ter response

Until the new equipment ar-
rives, city crews will use existing 

fleet vehicles configured for rapid 
response and road clearing during 
the upcoming winter season.

The city also has revised its 
winter operations plan, with com-
prehensive staff training sched-
uled for the fall to prepare crews 

for snow and ice response.
Residents will have access to a 

new digital tool this winter: a live 
map showing roadways cleared 
by city crews. The map is in-
tended to help residents monitor 
progress as crews work across 
Germantown.

Priority routes identified
During severe winter weather, 

public works crews will prioritize 
major transportation corridors 
and key connecting streets to help 
maintain access for emergency 
responders and other essential 
travel.

Priority routes include:

	» Forest Hill-Irene Road
	» West Farmington Boulevard
	» Poplar Pike
	» Johnson Road
	» Wolf River Boulevard
	» Riverdale Road
	» Neshoba Road

Through equipment invest-
ments, updated procedures, staff 
training and improved public 
communication, city officials are 
working to strengthen German-
town’s readiness for future winter 
storms.

SHELTER, 
Continued from 1

Shanna, a 
2-year-old fe-

male Rottweiler, 
is friendly with 

other dogs. 
She is heart-

worm-positive, 
and treatment 

is underway.

Cookie Pie, 
a 3-year-old 
spayed female 
pocket bully, 
is a favorite 
among shelter 
staff. She is 
house- and 
kennel-trained 

and gets along well with dogs, 
children and cats. She is heart-
worm-positive, and treatment has 
been provided.

Gabby, a 
1-year-old 

spayed female 
terrier mix, 

loves rope toys 
and would do 

best in a home 
without other 
dogs. She is heartworm-negative.

Brownie, a 
4-year-old 
spayed female 
chocolate Lab 
mix, is house- 
and ken-
nel-trained and 
gets along well 

with other dogs, but she is afraid 
of cats. She is heartworm-negative.

Wile E. Coy-
ote, a 1-year-
old neutered 

male large 
mixed-breed 

dog, loves 
playing fetch 

and enjoys 
playing with 
dogs that have a similar energy 

level. He is heartworm-negative.

Jesse Quick, 
a 1-year-old 
spayed female 
pit bull terrier, 
gets along well 
with other dogs 
and is heart-
worm-negative.

Diesel, a 
9-year-old 
neutered male 
pit bull terrier, 
is another 
shelter staff 
favorite. The 
senior dog is 

house- and kennel-trained, enjoys 
the company of laid-back dog 
friends and is heartworm-nega-
tive.

The shelter has several dogs of varying ages, sizes and 
temperaments seeking homes.

Dogs looking for homes

Mary, a 
5-month-old 
female husky/
retriever and 
chocolate Lab 
mix, is current-
ly on stray 
hold, which 
may limit her 

availability until the process is 
complete.

Visa, a 
7-month-old 

male Vizsla 
mix, is heart-

worm-negative 
and trained to 
live in a house 

and kennel.

Rowan, also 
known as Don-
ny, is a 2-year-
old neutered 
male Rottweiler 
mix who gets 
along with 
other dogs. He 
is house- and 

kennel-trained, heartworm-nega-
tive and described by the shelter 
as a sweet dog with special needs. 
Prospective foster or adoptive fam-
ilies should contact the shelter to 
learn more about his care require-
ments.
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T he idea has never 
been more appeal-
ing: quit your 9-to-

5 decades ahead of schedule 
and spend your days on your 
own terms. You may have 
heard of the FIRE move-
ment, but what is it really 
and does the hype live up to 
reality?

FIRE stands for Financial 
Independence, Retire Early. 
While some FIRE advocates 
focus on retiring early, oth-
ers are more interested in 
achieving enough financial 
independence to gain great-
er flexibility over their ca-
reer, lifestyle and future.

Wherever your goal fall 
on that spectrum, FIRE is 
typically built around three 

commitments: high savings, 
frugal living and disciplined 
investing. Proponents gen-
erally save from 50-75% of 
their yearly income, accord-
ing to CNBC Select, live 
more frugally and invest 
those savings for growth po-
tential over time.

Why FIRE resonates 
with some people

It can help you prioritize. 
While you may want a long 
and successful career, you 
may instead prioritize earli-
er retirement or a path that 
allows you more time with 
family, a more meaningful 
job or a downshift from your 
current daily grind.

It advocates for some 
sound financial principles. 

Living within your means, 
saving for your goals and 
investing for long-term 
growth potential can help 
build a solid financial foun-
dation.

It helps you set a strate-
gy for the future. Achiev-
ing your retirement goal is 
easier when you’ve defined 
what you want retirement to 
look like and built a strategy 
to help achieve it.

What to consider before 
pursuing FIRE

Your budget may 
change. Future expenses 
may look different than they 
do today. Family obliga-
tions, emergencies and other 
life changes can increase the 
amount you’ll need in early 

retirement.
You may need to bridge 

the retirement benefit 
gap. Medicare covers many 
healthcare costs for retirees 
65+, but if you retire early, 
you’ll need to find and pay 
for health insurance until 
you become eligible. You’ll 
also need to rely more heav-
ily on personal savings 
for longer before claiming 
Social Security benefits. 
Because Social Security 
benefits are generally based 
on your highest 35 earning 
years, retiring early may re-
sult in a lower benefit than 
if you’d continued working.

Your flexibility may be 
limited. Market declines 
can be particularly challeng-

ing in retirement. One way 
to help weather a decline is 
by reducing spending, but a 
lean budget with more nec-
essary expenses may leave 
you with fewer options to 
adjust your spending.

Your strategy should be 
personalized. Many FIRE 
proponents advocate for 
rules of thumb like the 4% 
withdrawal rate and saving 
25 times your annual ex-
penses. However, retiring 
earlier than normal means 
your savings must support 
a longer retirement, and in-
flation has a larger impact. 
Therefore, your withdrawal 
rate may need to be lower 
and your planned savings 
higher than traditional rules 

of thumb, and those targets 
should be personalized to 
you.

Start planning now 
Whether your goal is early 

retirement or a more tradi-
tional path,  a financial advi-
sor can help you with a plan 
for your goals and the path 
ahead.

This article 
was written by 
Edward Jones for 
use by your local 
Edward Jones 
Financial Advisor 
- Tom Shelley. 

Visit his office at 7730 Wolf 
River Blvd. #107, German-
town or call (901)751-1212.  
Edward Jones, Member SIPC

FINANCIAL FOCUS:  
Is FIRE right for you? What early retirement really takes

T here are plenty of 
good ways to spend 
a Saturday after-

noon, but having family 
over, eating a bowl of chili 
(or two) and watching Ten-
nessee beat Alabama is pret-
ty hard to improve upon.

My mother and brother 
came over to watch the game 
with us this year. After my 
recent experience standing 
for hours at the Texas game, 
watching this one from 
home had some advantages. 
Comfortable seating, good 
food and a considerably 
more satisfying outcome 
made for a great afternoon.

Tennessee’s 26–10 vic-
tory was particularly en-
joyable because of how the 
Vols earned it. This wasn’t 
a last-second escape. Ten-
nessee held Alabama score-
less in the second half and 
gradually took control of the 
game. It was fun watching 
our offensive and defensive 
lines push the Crimson Tide 
around instead of the other 
way around.

The numbers back that 
up. Alabama managed just 
201 yards of total offense, 
including only 54 rushing 
yards. Tennessee recorded 
five sacks and forced four 
turnovers. Whatever reputa-
tion Alabama brought into 
Neyland Stadium, our de-
fense was unimpressed by it.

On offense, DeSean Bish-
op carried the ball 32 times 
for 159 yards and two touch-

downs. The drive that put 
the game away consumed 
nine minutes and 32 seconds 
of the fourth quarter—the 
longest drive of the Josh 
Heupel era. There is some-
thing deeply satisfying about 
watching your team keep 
moving the chains while the 
other team runs out of time 
to do anything about it.

I’ll admit I had been a 
little jealous of the atten-
tion Alabama quarterback 
Keelon Russell was get-
ting, even finding a place 
in the Heisman conversa-
tion. Meanwhile, our own 
young quarterback, Faizon 
Brandon, has been dealing 
with the shoulder injury he 
suffered against Texas. I’m 
still hoping to see Brandon 
healthy and playing like he 
did early in the season.

But Saturday was a re-

minder that an exciting quar-
terback is only part of a foot-
ball team. Russell finished 
with 147 passing yards and 
two interceptions. I wouldn’t 
write off a young player be-
cause of one bad afternoon, 
but I also wouldn’t dismiss 
that performance as simply 
inexperience. Tennessee’s 
defense deserves the credit 
for making his afternoon so 
difficult.

The historical perspective 
makes the win even sweeter. 
Tennessee has now beaten 
Alabama in three of their 
last five meetings, with all 
three victories coming in 
Knoxville. The last time the 
Vols won three consecutive 
home games against the Tide 
was in 1996, 1998 and 2000. 
Before that, you have to go 
back to 1956, 1958 and 1960 
to find another such stretch.

Those victories in the late 
1990s are part of the Ten-
nessee football I grew up 
watching. The Vols actually 
won seven straight against 
Alabama from 1995 through 
2001. As a kid, it was easy 
to believe that was simply 
how things were supposed 
to work. The 15 consecutive 
losses from 2007 through 
2021 provided a rather un-
pleasant correction to that 
assumption.

That is why it meant 
something to have my own 
children watching this one. 
They got to see the version 
of this rivalry I remember 
so fondly, with Tennessee 
giving us plenty to celebrate. 
I hope some of these after-
noons become the kinds of 
memories they carry into 
adulthood.

Of course, being a Ten-

nessee fan, I couldn’t quite 
let the weekend pass without 
finding something to com-
plain about. The Vols moved 
up to No. 11 in the Associ-
ated Press poll. I had really 
been hoping for the top 10, 
but apparently I’ll have to 
remain patient for at least 
another week.

Still, I’m not going to 
let one spot in the rankings 
spoil a Saturday like that. 
There will be plenty of time 
to debate where Tennessee 
belongs and worry about the 
next opponent. For now, I’m 
happy to enjoy a win that 
brought back good memo-
ries while giving our family 
a chance to make some new 
ones.

Lena’s chili would have 
been good either way. It just 
tasted a little better with a 
win over Alabama.

A GOOD DAY TO BE A VOL

Scan This Code 
to visit us  

online, or go to: 
www.germantown.news

Friday, October 9th  
  Crimes: 

A subject was observed 
taking merchandise from 
a business. The report 
originated from the 9200 
block of Poplar Avenue at 
10:51 a.m. 

A victim reported 
threatening phone calls. 
The report originated 
from the 9200 block of 
Poplar Avenue at 10:55 
a.m. 

A victim reported 
that their identifying 
information was 
compromised. The report 
originated from the 1300 
block of Poplar Estates 
Parkway at 2:36 p.m. 

A victim reported a social 
media scam. The report 
originated from the 6900 
block of Poplar Avenue at 
3:45 p.m. 

Officers arrested a 
subject for intentionally 
damaging property. The 
arrest originated from the 
8400 block of Beaverwood 
Drive at 8:52 p.m. 

Saturday, October 10th 

Crimes: 

Officers arrested a 
subject for taking 
merchandise from a 
business. The arrest 
originated from the 9200 
block of Poplar Avenue at 
4:57 p.m. 

A subject was observed 
taking merchandise from 
a business. The report 
originated from the 9200 
block of Poplar Avenue at 
6:09 p.m. 

Sunday, October 11th 

Crimes: 

Two subjects were 
observed taking 
merchandise from a 
business. The report 
originated from the 9200 
block of Poplar Avenue at 
12:12 p.m. 

A subject was observed 
taking merchandise from 
a business. The report 
originated from the 9200 
block of Poplar Avenue at 
8:05 p.m. 

Monday, October 12th 

Crimes: 

A victim reported a 
violation of an order 

granting bail. The report 
originated from the 9400 
block of Crestwyn Hills 
Drive at 10:17 a.m. 

A business reported 
that an employee took 
merchandise. The report 
originated from the 
1300 block of South 
Germantown Road at 1:36 
p.m. 

Officers arrested a 
subject for taking 
merchandise from a 
business. The arrest 
originated from the 7600 
block of West Farmington 
Boulevard at 2:44 p.m. 

A victim reported that a 
pellet struck a business. 
The report originated 
from the 7700 block of 
Poplar Avenue at 7:04 
p.m. 

Tuesday, October 13th 

Crimes: 

Two subjects were 
involved in a physical 
altercation. The report 
originated from the 7400 
block of Poplar Avenue at 
10:03 a.m. 

A subject was observed 

taking merchandise from 
a business. The report 
originated from the 9100 
block of Poplar Avenue at 
4:35 p.m. 

A victim reported an 
online scam. The report 
originated from the 1800 
block of Kimbrough Road 
at 5:46 p.m. 

Wednesday, October 
14th 

Crimes: 

Officers arrested a 
subject for assaulting 
an officer. The arrest 
originated from the 
1900 block of South 
Germantown Road at 6:18 
a.m. 

Officers arrested a 
subject for taking 
merchandise from a 
business. The arrest 
originated from the 9200 
block of Poplar Avenue at 
2:33 p.m. 

A victim reported that 
items were taken from 
their residence. The report 
originated from the 2000 
block of Allen Court Drive 
at 2:47 p.m. 

Officers arrested a 
subject for possession of a 
stolen vehicle. The arrest 
originated from the area 
of Wolf River Circle/Wolf 
Park Drive at 3:53 p.m. 

A victim reported 
that their identifying 
information was 
compromised. The report 
originated from the 1500 
block of McHenry Circle 
East at 4:20 p.m. 

Thursday, October 15th 

Crimes: 

A victim reported 
threatening phone calls. 
The report originated 
from the 8800 block of c 
at 10:40 a.m. 

A victim reported that 
items were taken from 
their residence. The report 
originated from the 1500 
block of Miller Farms Road 
at 3:49 p.m. 

Officers arrested a 
subject for making 
a fraudulent bank 
transaction. The arrest 
originated from the 9000 
block of Poplar Avenue at 
3:50 p.m. 

A victim reported 
that their identifying 
information was 
compromised. The report 
originated from the 2500 
block of Lennox Drive at 
5:22 p.m. 

CRASHES There were 
a total of 19 crashes 
reported for this time 
period 

POLICE REPORTS
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AUTO AUCTIONS

AUTO AUCTIONS

To Place Your Ad, Contact Us 
Today! 901.476.7116  

adrianna@magicvalley 
publishing.com SHOPPER NEWSSHOPPER NEWS Classifieds To Place an Ad: 

476-7116

                          Auctions
GET THE WORD OUT about your next 
auction! Save Time & $$$. One Call 
For All. Your ad can appear in this 
newspaper + 104 other TN newspapers. 
For more info, contact this newspaper’s 
classified dept. or call 931-624-8916. 

            Cable / Satellite / Wireless
Choose EarthLink Fiber Internet for 
speeds up to 5 Gigs, no data caps, no 
throttling. Prices starting at $54.95. 
Plus, a $100 gift card when you make 
the switch.  Call 1-855-481-3340

DIRECTV- All your entertainment. 
Nothing on your roof! Sign up for Direct 
and get your first free months of Max, 
Paramount+, Showtime, Starz, MGM+ 
and Cinemax included. Choice package 
$84.99/mo. Some restrictions apply. Call 
DIRECTV 1-844-230-4803

Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet!  Free 
Install, Free HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 
On-Demand Movies, Plus Limited Time 

Up To $600 In Gift Cards. Call Today! 
1-844-274-6074   

                    Health / Beauty
Audien Hearing. The world’s first 
hearing aid with touchscreen controls. 
No tiny buttons, apps or prescriptions. 
45-day risk free trial. Free shipping. 
Lifetime support. More than 1.5 million 
happy customers. Call Audien 1-888-
297-2079

Safe Step Stairlifts. Enjoy greater 
independence and stay in the home 
you love. Feel safe on every level. $750 
off plus FREE installation. Made in 
the U.S.A. Call today for a free quote. 
1-866-432-3409

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 400 plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a discount plan. Do 
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 
1-844-278-8285 www.dental50plus.com/
tnpress #6258

                Home Improvement   
Olshan Foundation Solutions. Your 
trusted foundation repair experts since 
1933. Foundation repair. Crawl space 
recovery. Basement waterproofing. 
Water management and more. Free 
evaluation. Limited time up to $250 off 
foundation repair. Call Olshan 1-866-
265-5932             
        
                 Wanted - To Buy
We Buy Houses for Cash AS IS! No 
repairs. No fuss. Any condition. Easy 
three step process: Call, get cash offer 
and get paid. Get your fair cash offer 
today by calling Liz Buys Houses: 
1-877-551-1426
          
    Advertise Throughout Tennessee
YOUR LOW COST ADVERTISING 
Solution! One call & your 25 word ad will 
appear in 105 Tennessee newspapers 
for $275/wk or 28 West  TN newspapers 
for $120/wk. Call this newspaper’s 
classified advertising dept. or go to 
www.tnpress.com

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED ADS
Reaching more than 979,000 Readers Every Week!

For placement information, contact this newspaper’s classifi ed advertising department.
591,000

REMIT TO: 7731 HWY 70, SUITE 102, BARTLETT TN 38134  
CALL (901) 476-7116

YOUR 
CLASSIFIED 
AD COULD 
BE HERE!  

CALL 
901.476.7116

Special!!  General 
yard work, leaves 

raked, Putting down 
mulch.  Free Estimates. 
Reasonable.  PaCerno 

901-323-2822

SERVICES

901.476.7116Ca
ll 

to
 p

lac
e 

yo
ur

 ad
 to

da
y!

Your low-cost classified ad in The 
Bartlett Express, The Germantown 
News & Shelby Sun Times, The 
Collierville Herald Independent or 
The Millington Star will help turn 
your unwanted items into CASH.

 
Line classifieds are only $30/week 

for up to 5 lines (140 characters)  
to run in all four papers. 

Display ads are also available for 
$28/column-inch/week for all four 

papers or $12/column-inch for  
individual papers (4-inch minimum).

K B Auto Repair 
170 EASTMAN  

MEMPHIS, TN 38109 
901-857-8815 

2015 FORD MUSTANG  
1FA6P8TH3F5335454 

2015 CADILLAC ESCALADE  
1GYS3MKJ6FR714520 

2007 HONDA ACCORD  
1HGCM56777A140250 

2013 HONDA ACCORD  
1HGCT1B87DA013388 

2017 KIA SOL  
KNDJP3A59H7419284 

2009 NISSAN MAXIMA  
1N4AA51E29C827900 

2018 FORD FUSION  
3FA6P0D98JR226339 

2015 BMW 428XI  
WBA4A7C51FD414871 

2016 HONDA CIVIC  
19XFC2F78GE009595 

2020 CHEVY SILVERADO  
3GCPWDED8LG11342 

1996 FORD RANGER  
1FTCR10A7TUA80329 

2019 HARLEY-DAVIDSON  
1HD1KTP16KB661357

THE FOLLOWING CARS WILL BE 
SOLD BY AUCTION ON 

11/6/2026:

2005 HONDA ACCORD 
VIN # 1HGCM56825A104150

2007 MAZDA M6
VIN # 1YVHP80C675M18402

2017 NISSAN SENTRA
VIN # 3N1AB7AP1HY321178

2011 HONDA CRV
VIN # 5J6RE4H73BL097238

2023 NISSAN KICKS
VIN # 3N1CP5BV8PL555597

2013 GMC YUKON
VIN # 1GKS1AE07DR111140

2003 FORD EXPEDITION
VIN # 1FMFU18L43LA46352

2013 LEXUS G35
VIN # JTHBE1BL9D5011352

2016 DODGE CHARGER 
VIN # 2C3CDXBG1GH180684

1999 BUICK LESABRE 
VIN # 1G4HP52K6XH481891

11-5-26 AT 9 A.M.

The Following  
Vehicles Will Be Sold On

A&A TOWING
4000 N. WATKINS

901-357-3330

 ABOVE N BEYOND 
AUTO, INC.

2405 ELVIS PRESLEY BLVD. 
MEMPHIS, TN 38106

MACK TRUCK 96 
1M1AA13YOTWO59527

NOTICE OF INTENT THAT ANY 
OR ALL PARTIES HOLDING 

INTEREST IN THE FOLLOWING 
MUST CONTACT BY CERTIFIED 
MAIL WITHIN 10 DAYS OF THIS 

NOTICE ON  10-22-26.

B&B TOWING, LLC  
2574 SUMMER,  

MEMPHIS  38112

2013 DODG CVN  
VIN # 2C4RDGDG8DR781065

2005 FORD F15  
VIN# 1FTRX12W85FA34850

2005 CHEV TAH  
VIN# 1GNEC13T95R118566

2016 HOND CIV  
VIN# 19XFC2E58GE065357

2014 NISS ALT  
VIN# 1N4AL3AP5EN253226

2008 NISS VRS  
VIN# 3N1BC13E38L388520

2022 KIA FRT  
VIN# 3KPF24AD4NE451928

2009 HOND ACC  
VIN# 1HGCP26789A159365

2019 SUZI GSX  
VIN# JS1GN7FAXK7101107

2009 HOND ACC  
VIN# 1HGCP26339A156547

2009 HYUNDAI SAN  
VIN# 5NMSH13E59H315372

2014 NISS RGS  
VIN# JN8AS5MT7EW618411

2013 DODG AXT  
VIN# 1C3CDZCB5DN510960

2008 HOND ACC  
VIN# 1HGCP26748A120819

2016 TOYT COA  
VIN# 2T1BURHE0GC682363

2016 CHEV EQU  
VIN# 2GNALBEK1G1169841

1998 FORD RNG  
VIN# 1FTYR10C4WUB47478

2013 HYUN ELN  
VIN# KMHDH4AE6DU749956

2014 MERCEDES E350  
VIN# WDDHF5KB6EA992066

2013 RANGE ROVER EVO 
 VIN# SALVN2BG4DH783076

THE FOLLOWING VEHICLES  
WILL BE SOLD TO SATISFY  

STORAGE AND TOW FEES ON 

11/11/20211/11/2026:

KNDJH741695020049  
2009 KIA BORREGO 

5YFEPRAE7LP030882  
2020 TOYOTA COROLLA 

JN1CV6AR2DM352724  
2013 INFINITI G37 SEDAN 

2HGFG12806H574005  
2006 HONDA CIVIC 

5NPE34AF1GH277325  
2016 HYUNDAI SONATA 

4T1BF1FK6HU277113  
2017 TOYOTA CAMRY 

1HGCP26829A159483  
2009 HONDA ACCORD 

3N1AB8CV9MY272288  
2021 NISSAN SENTRA 

1C3CCCAB3FN608472  
2015 CHRYSLER 200 

JF2GTAEC8LH252732  
2020 SUBARU CROSSTREK 

4T1BE46K27U503909 
2007 TOYOTA CAMRY

NOVEMBER 22, 2026 AT 11 AM

DTS TOWING 
3930 THOMAS ST., MEMPHIS, 38127  

THE FOLLOWING VEHICLES  
WILL BE SOLD AT AUCTION ON

 FAST LANE TOWING  
& RECOVERY, INC.

2405 ELVIS PRESLEY BLVD. 
MEMPHIS, TN 38106

GMC DENALI 07 
2GTEK638771653475

GMC YUKON 03 
1GKEK63C23J313670

NOTICE OF INTENT THAT ANY 
OR ALL PARTIES HOLDING 

INTEREST IN THE FOLLOWING 
MUST CONTACT BY CERTIFIED 
MAIL WITHIN 10 DAYS OF THIS 

NOTICE ON  10-22-26.

HAVE  LOCAL NEWS TO SHARE? EMAIL IT TO:  
JENNIFERDESHAZO@MAGICVALLEYPUBLISHING.COM

WE’VE MOVED! OUR NEW LOCATION IS:   
7731 HWY 70, SUITE 102, BARTLETT TN 38134
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See This Week’s 
Answers In Next 
Week’s Edition 
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BERRY, 
Continued from 1

Review examines department policies, pro-
cedures and operations

GERMANTOWN, Tenn. — The Ger-
mantown Police Department has received 
re-accreditation through the Tennessee Law 
Enforcement Accreditation Program, re-
affirming its commitment to professional 
standards, accountability and law enforce-
ment best practices.

The department underwent its re-accred-
itation assessment Sept. 14. GPD first re-
ceived accreditation through the program in 
2014 and has continued participating since 
then.

“This accreditation is a confirmation of 
our commitment to maintaining and ad-
hering to best practice policies and proce-
dures,” Police Chief Mike Fisher said. “The 
accreditation process provides an important 
tool for accountability and ensures we con-
tinue to meet the highest standards of pro-
fessionalism and excellence in police opera-

tions and administration.”
The Tennessee Law Enforcement Accred-

itation Program provides independent certi-
fication that law enforcement agencies meet 
established requirements and professional 

standards. The re-accreditation process in-
cludes an extensive review of an agency’s 
policies, procedures, operations and admin-
istration.

During the 2026 assessment, program as-

sessors reviewed department records from 
2024 through 2026 and interviewed person-
nel about a range of priority standards for 
law enforcement agencies across Tennessee.

Agencies must demonstrate continued 
compliance with established standards to 
maintain accreditation. The process also 
provides an independent evaluation of de-
partmental policies and practices.

“Maintaining accreditation requires an 
ongoing commitment from the entire de-
partment,” Fisher said. “We appreciate the 
work of our employees who maintain these 
standards every day and the support of 
our community as we continue to provide 
professional, responsive public safety ser-
vices.”

The re-accreditation continues GPD’s 
participation in a statewide initiative intend-
ed to promote professionalism, consistency 
and accountability among Tennessee law 
enforcement agencies.

Staff Report

GERMANTOWN, Tenn. —Houston 
High School Health Science students in 
Lesley Coleman’s class recently led hands-
on first aid training for REACH employees 
who provide before- and after-school care 
for Germantown Municipal School District 
elementary students.

After learning and practicing essential 
first aid skills in the classroom, students 
demonstrated techniques, explained pro-
cedures, answered questions and guided 
employees through skills that could prove 
useful in an emergency.

The experience gave students an oppor-
tunity to apply their classroom knowledge 
while developing leadership and commu-
nication skills. REACH employees also 
gained practical experience to help them 
care for the district’s youngest students.

The training provided a real-world learn-
ing opportunity for students while strength- ening first aid skills among employees who work with elementary school children.

Germantown Police Department earns 
state re-accreditation

Houston High students lead first 
aid training for REACH employeesAlexa Guynes, a parent and colleague. “She 

willingly gives her time to Dogwood’s Got 
Talent, helping students overcome nerves 
and feel confident enough to shine.”

Those who work with Berry often point 
to the same qualities: kindness, patience, 
high expectations and a genuine belief in 
every child. Her classroom may be orderly 
and structured, but at its heart is a teacher 
who cares deeply about her students.

“Ms. Berry has such a genuine, kind, and 
beautiful heart,” parent Kristen Buffolino 
said. “The way she pours herself into stu-
dents, connects with them, engages them, 
and makes each one feel special is some-
thing they will carry with them long after 
they leave her classroom. She doesn’t just 
teach them -- she makes them feel known 
and loved.”

After more than three decades in educa-
tion, Berry continues to make a difference 
— not through grand gestures, but through 
the steady, everyday work of helping chil-
dren and colleagues succeed.

Her Teacher of the Year recognition cel-
ebrates not only what she does in her class-
room, but also the lasting impact she has 
throughout Dogwood Elementary.
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GREAT NEWS!
IN THE PAST 24 MONTHS, WE HAVE HELPED 30 FAMILIES 
OBTAIN MEDICAID BENEFITS FOR THEIR LOVED ONES 
WHO REQUIRE NURSING HOME CARE.

Call Cox Law Office today for a consultation.

DON’T WAIT UNTIL A CRISIS OCCURS. LET US HELP 
YOU PLAN TO ESTABLISH MEDICAID ELIGIBILITY.

Past results do not guarantee future outcomes. Every Medicaid application is dependent upon the 
client’s unique facts, financial circumstances, eligibility, and applicable law.

COX LAW 
OFFICE

901.853.3500 
149 S. Rowlett, 
Collierville, 38017 
coxelderlaw.com

FOREST HILL ELEMENTARY SECOND GRADERS ENJOYED A FALL FIELD TRIP TO THE PUMPKIN PATCH LAST WEEK, 
FILLED WITH FARM ADVENTURES, PUMPKINS AND AUTUMN FUN. THESE FOXES MADE THE MOST OF THE SEASON! 
COURTESY OF GERMANTOWN MUNICIPAL SCHOOL DISTRICT.

Photos By Ryan Frazier

sales leaders of the month of September for germantown

Stephanie Koshak 
760-445-3234


