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Richardson Media Group

MEMPHIS — Riding high off a 
win over previous unbeaten South-
wind, the Briarcrest Saints knew 
a rivalry showdown was next on 
the agenda before a clash of titans 
with Brentwood Academy.

Boarding the bus on campus 
Friday evening to leave Eads, 
Saints Head Coach Phil Massey 
gave his players a not so subtle 
reminder about their opponent the 
Christian Brothers High School 
Purple Wave.

“We tried to tell our kids that 
they’re a very competitive, very 
physically tough team,” he said. 
“They do a great job. Their coach-
es do a great job so I knew they 
would be very prepared.”

The textbook October condi-
tions of mild temperatures and a 
mist gave the backdrop to Tom 
Nix Stadium on Landers Field 
for a classic. By the time the final 
whistle blew, the Saints marched 
out of Memphis still undefeated 
and survivors of a 29-28 decision.

“They played a hard fought 
game,” Massey said of the Purple 
Wave. “That’s what we told our 
kids before we even got on the 
bus to leave Briarcrest. It’s going 
to be a dogfight. I wasn’t too sure 
how much they believed it, but I 
know they believe it now. Certain-
ly it was a hard-fought high school 
football game.”

Briarcrest (7-0, 2-0 in Division 
II-3A West) struck first with a Oc-
tavius Flynn 5 yard touchdown 
run to make the score 7-0 just 4 
minutes into the game. 

The Brothers (4-3, 0-2) came 
out the corner swinging a haymak-
er when quarterback Nate Brick 
threw a picture-perfect deep ball 
hitting receiver Christian Harris in 
stride. The connection deadlocked 
the game at 7-7 midway through 
the first quarter.

Before the opening period con-
cluded, Saints quarterback Cayden 
Dixon toss a pitch to Flynn lead-
ing to his second TD of the night. 

Briarcrest was ahead 14-7 entering 
the second quarter. 

The Purple Wave continued the 
trend of answering back with its 
passing attack. Brick’s next target 
was Trey Burse. The TD pass tied 
the game at 14-14 just a minute 
into the period. 

As both defenses held the oppo-
sition for most of the quarter, Bri-
arcrest had a breakthrough when 
Caden Sage caught a pass from 
Dixon setting up the Saints at the 
1-yard line. Dixon did the honors 
a couple of plays later to regain the 
lead for Briarcrest. 

With 2 minutes and 36 seconds 
on the clock, CBHS had plenty of 
time to answer back again. Brick 
threw his third touchdown pass 
of the night. Ezra Caswell was on 
the receiving end of the TD with a 
minute and 24 ticks on the clock 
before halftime. 

The tally was deadlock at 21-21 
at the break. The Brothers received 
the ball first in the second half and 
made a statement. Brick tossed 
his fourth touchdown pass  of the 

night. The 45-yard strike to Burse 
made the score 28-21 in favor of 
CBHS with 8:19 on the clock. 

“Our head coach actually told us 
that before the game that we were 
going to be in for a dogfight,” Dix-
on acknowledged. “So we were 
ready for it.”

Briarcrest was stopped time and 
time again in the second half. The 
Purple Wave was neutralized the 
rest of the game by the Saints’ de-
fense. 

The Saints took over possession 
one more time late in the fourth 
quarter.

“It was fourth down and about 
18,” Massey recalled. “We just 
wanted our offensive line to give 
(Dixon) some protection. If we 
give him time, we know JD could 
get open. We had to have proper 
spacing and all the receivers did 
their responsibilities. We have 
confidence in Cayden in that mo-
ment to deliver the ball.”

On the 33-yard line and fac-
ing fourth and long, Dixon hit a  

The Germantown Education 
Commission recognized two out-
standing members of the commu-
nity during the Board of Mayor 
and Aldermen meeting on Septem-
ber 28, honoring Dogwood Ele-
mentary School fifth-grade teacher 
Jessica Schlesser as Teacher of the 
Month and Elaina Cowles, a senior 
at Evangelical Christian School, 
with the Youth Excellence Award.

Schlesser is known for creating 
a welcoming classroom where 
students feel supported while be-
ing challenged to reach their full 
potential. She uses student data 
to tailor instruction, provides ad-
ditional support through RTI and 
develops resources to help stu-
dents continue learning when they 
are absent. She also makes time to 
attend student events, chaperone 
field trips and support activities 
outside the classroom. Parents 
and colleagues describe her as 
patient, kind and approachable, 
with a talent for holding students 
accountable while making them 
feel valued. Schlesser’s commit-
ment extends to the broader school 
community through volunteering, 
securing grants for classroom ma-

terials, supporting music programs 
and coaching opportunities. Her 
dedication to students and her pos-
itive influence on the Dogwood 
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GEC Recognizes  
September Teacher  

and Youth Excellence  
Award Recipients

Oh no, Brothers! 
Saints hold off CBHS with late two-
point conversion, remain unbeaten

Staff Reports

GERMANTOWN, Tenn. — For 
more than a decade, Germantown 
Mayor Mike Palazzolo has been 
part of the region’s ongoing con-
versation about growth, business 
and the quality of life that con-
nects communities across Shelby 
County.

On Thursday, that regional 
leadership was recognized with 
an EDGE Memphis Leadership 
Award.

Palazzolo was one of two recip-
ients honored Oct. 1 at the fourth 

annual Economic Development & 
Community Recognition Awards 
hosted by the Economic Devel-
opment Growth Engine for Mem-
phis and Shelby County, known as 
EDGE Memphis.

The awards breakfast, held at 
the FedEx Event Center at Shelby 
Farms, brought together develop-
ers, business leaders, elected offi-
cials, chambers of commerce and 
community organizations from 
throughout the Memphis area.

Palazzolo shared the Leadership 
Award with David Bradford.

See Palazzolo, page 7

Palazzolo honored  
for regional leadership 

in economic development

Dogwood Elementary fifth-grade teach-
er Jessica Schlesser displays her Sep-
tember Teacher of the Month award 
from the Germantown Education Com-
mission. Schlesser was honored Sept. 
28 for creating a welcoming classroom, 
supporting students’ individual needs 
and contributing to the school commu-
nity.

Photo: City of Germantown

Germantown 
Mayor Mike 
Palazzolo speaks 
after receiving an 
EDGE Memphis 
Leadership Award 
on Oct. 1 at the 
Economic Develop-
ment & Community 
Recognition Awards 
breakfast at FedEx 
Event Center at 
Shelby Farms. Pala-
zzolo was honored 
for his contributions 
to regional econom-
ic development.

Photo: City of 
Germantown

CBHS quarterback Nate Brick (inset, left) escaped the clutches of Briarcrest linebacker Conner Ferguson Friday 
night during the Saints 29-28 win.

Purple Wave athletes (above) fight for a couple of extra yards Friday night 
on the turf of Landers Field at Tom Nix Stadium against rival Briarcrest. The 
Saints were able to leave Memphis victorious 29-28



Staff Reports

GERMANTOWN, Tenn. — The 
house was quiet when three Ger-
mantown firefighters arrived short-
ly after 4 a.m. Aug. 24.

The homeowners weren’t there. 
They had gone to stay with family 
after a power outage, unaware that 
an outdoor generator near their ga-
rage was sending carbon monoxide 
into the house.

But two members of the house-
hold were still inside.

Sassy and Willow, the family’s 
dogs, were found lethargic as car-
bon monoxide levels rose inside the 
Germantown home, according to 
the City of Germantown. Firefight-
ers quickly carried the dogs outside 
into fresh air and began ventilating 
the house.

The rescue was part of a more 
than two-hour response by Lt. Mi-
chael Greenleaf, Firefighter/Para-
medic Charlie Jones and Firefight-
er/Paramedic Michael Fioranelli of 
Engine 92.

The firefighters were dispatched 
at about 4:10 a.m. after the home’s 
security system sent an alert. With 
no one home to open the door, the 
crew manually raised the garage 
door and entered the residence, 
where they encountered hazardous 
conditions.

Carbon monoxide readings 

reached 64 parts per million, the 
city said.

The firefighters opened windows 
and doors, ran fans and continuous-
ly monitored the air until readings 
eventually returned to zero.

And while the immediate dan-
ger was the invisible gas inside the 
house, the crew still had one more 
concern: making sure the family 

knew what had happened to their 
dogs.

Using a phone number on one 
of the dogs’ collars, the firefighters 
called and texted the homeowners 
and left a voicemail. They also 
wrote a note explaining what they 
had done.

Before leaving, they moved the 
generator farther from the home, 

secured the residence, closed the 
windows and doors and made sure 
Sassy and Willow were safely in-
side.

For Angela and Eric Reynolds, 
the details mattered.

The couple later wrote to Ger-
mantown Fire Chief Eric Grizzard 
to thank the firefighters for what 
they had done.

“To say the crew went above 
and beyond does not begin to do it 
justice,” the couple wrote. “They 
saved our dogs’ lives.”

Angela Reynolds said she has 
thought about what the firefighters 
encountered when they entered the 
home — barking dogs, a vehicle in 
the driveway and no response from 
the homeowners.

“Their thoughtfulness and care 
still amaze us,” she wrote.

The experience has since prompt-
ed the family to share its story with 
others, hoping it will serve as a 
warning about a danger that can be 
difficult to detect until it is too late.

Carbon monoxide is colorless 
and odorless, making detectors 
an important safeguard in homes. 
Generators should be operated 
outdoors and kept well away from 
doors, windows and vents, where 
exhaust can enter a residence.

For the Reynolds family, the 
warning is now personal.

What began as an overnight stay 
elsewhere during a power outage 
could have ended very differently. 
Instead, firefighters found the dan-
ger, found the dogs and stayed until 
the house was safe.

The City of Germantown said the 
response by Greenleaf, Jones and 
Fioranelli reflects the department’s 
commitment to “Excellence, Every 
Call.”.
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Angela and Eric Reynolds pose with Germantown firefighters and their dogs, Sassy and Willow. Firefighters res-
cued the pets from the couple’s home Aug. 24 after a generator near the garage sent carbon monoxide into the 
house while the homeowners were away.
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Staff Reports

Emergency preparedness 
is not about worrying over 
the unexpected. It is about 
taking simple, proactive 
steps to protect loved ones 
and pets. This September, 
the City of Germantown is 
recognizing Preparedness 
Month by breaking emer-
gency planning down into 
quick, manageable steps. 
This is the second article in 
a four-part series.

When severe weather or 
unexpected utility outages 
strike, emergency respond-
ers may need to focus on 
critical incidents across 
the city. Having a basic 
emergency kit ensures 
your household can remain 
self-sufficient for at least 72 
hours while help is on the 
way.

As part of Germantown 
Preparedness Month, the 
Fire Department encour-
ages residents to gather es-
sential supplies this week to 
keep their families safe, fed 
and healthy during an emer-
gency:

• Gather non-negotiable 
basics: Pack one gallon of 

water per person per day, 
non-perishable food items, 
flashlights with extra bat-
teries, a battery-powered or 
hand-crank radio, a first-aid 
kit and a safety whistle.

• Prepare for pets: Fur-
ry family members need a 
dedicated go-bag stocked 
with food, medications, ex-
tra leashes, bowls and cop-
ies of vaccination records.

• Include essential per-
sonal items: Store daily 
prescription medications, 
personal hygiene supplies, 
baby formula, extra cash 
and waterproof copies of 
insurance policies, IDs and 
bank records in an easily 
accessible container.

Get Urgent Updates via 
Hyper-Reach

When emergency sup-
plies are needed, seconds 
count. Germantown’s Hy-
per-Reach alert system 
ensures residents receive 
immediate, accurate notifi-
cation of local hazards, road 
closures and severe weather 
threats directly on mobile 
devices or landlines. Regis-
ter your household today at 
germantown-tn.gov/Alert.

Be prepared: Build  
a 72-hour supply kit

Firefighters find two dogs in home filled 
with carbon monoxide

Third Annual Germantown Business  
Summit Scheduled for Oct. 20

Staff Reports

GERMANTOWN, Tenn. 
— The City of German-
town’s Economic Devel-
opment Commission will 
host its third annual Ger-
mantown Business Summit 
on Tuesday, Oct. 20, at the 
Great Hall & Conference 
Center, located at 1900 S. 
Germantown Road.

The free event, open to 
all residents, runs from 8:30 
a.m. to 11 a.m. It is struc-
tured to help local business 
owners and community 
leaders gather real-time 
economic data, expand re-
ferral networks and offer 
input on municipal policy.

Attendees will begin the 
morning with a compli-
mentary breakfast before 
key presentations and inter-
active sessions:

• Regional Market In-

telligence: Keynote speak-
er Chris Mefford of Com-
munity Attributes Inc. will 
examine Germantown’s 
economic position, demo-
graphic trends and commer-
cial advantages across the 
Mid-South region.

• Municipal Policy Influ-
ence: Participants can join 
breakout sessions focused 
on the Thrive Germantown 
2050 Comprehensive Plan 
to help guide land use, de-
velopment strategies and 
commercial growth policy 
for the next two decades.

• Targeted B2B Net-
working: A dedicated one-
hour business expo will 
allow attendees to connect 
with local business owners, 
regional executives and city 
leaders.

“We are excited to profile, 
in a data-driven way, Ger-
mantown’s economic posi-

tion in the center of the re-
gion,” said Cameron Ross, 
economic and communi-
ty development director. 
“Our strategic advantage 
for medical, commercial 
and general employment 
growth is what sets Ger-
mantown apart, and we’re 
excited to have our business 
community participate in 
the conversation about what 

can make us even better.”
Exhibitor tables for the 

business expo start at $50, 
and Gold-level sponsor-
ships are available for $250 
while supplies last. To re-
serve an expo table or in-
quire about sponsorship 
packages, contact Diane 
Desanctis at DDesanctis@
Germantown-TN.gov.

Germantown board upholds approval  
of Bodine School expansion

Staff Reports

GERMANTOWN, Tenn. 
— The Germantown Board 
of Mayor and Aldermen 
voted unanimously Sept. 
28 to deny an appeal of the 
planned expansion of Bo-
dine School, upholding the 
Planning Commission’s ap-
proval of the project.

The board’s decision fol-
lowed a public hearing and 
review of the appeal, which 
was filed by neighboring 
residents after the Planning 
Commission approved a 
Conditional Use Permit and 
revised final site plan Sept. 
1 for the school at 2432 

Yester Oaks Drive.
The approval allows 

Bodine School, which has 
operated at the site since 
1972, to proceed with plans 
for a 25,980-square-foot 
addition, expanded on-site 
parking and changes to traf-
fic circulation and vehicle 
queuing.

Residents who filed the 
appeal questioned whether 
the proposed development 
met the city’s requirements. 
During the Sept. 28 meet-
ing, the BMA reviewed the 
submitted plans, comments 
from the applicant and guid-
ance from city attorneys be-
fore determining that the re-

cord supported compliance 
with the applicable criteria 
under Section 23-97 of the 
city’s Zoning Ordinance.

Traffic circulation, park-
ing and vehicle queuing 
along Yester Oaks Drive 
were among the issues con-
sidered during the appeal.

Plans submitted by the 
development team call for 
increasing on-site vehicle 
queuing capacity from six 
vehicles to 43. According to 
traffic projections presented 
to the city, the additional 
on-site capacity could re-
duce the number of vehicles 
queued on the street during 
afternoon dismissal.

The Conditional Use Per-
mit limits daytime school 
enrollment to 140 students. 
Enrollment is expected to 
increase gradually over five 
years rather than reaching 
the limit immediately.

The school’s summer 
program will remain capped 
at 120 students.

With the BMA’s unan-
imous vote, the Planning 
Commission’s approval of 
the Conditional Use Permit 
and revised final site plan 
remains in effect, allowing 
the proposed expansion to 
move forward.
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Houston High School &  
Germantown Municipal  
School District

For Houston High School 
health science students, a vis-
it to Methodist Hospital offered 
more than a tour. It gave them 
an opportunity to step inside the 
healthcare careers they have been 
learning about and begin pictur-
ing where their own interests 
could take them after graduation.

Students spent the visit ex-
ploring the variety of professions 
found throughout a hospital and 
seeing firsthand how different 
healthcare professionals work to-
gether to care for patients.

For Grayson Eddy, pathology 
stood out.

“I liked pathology because you 
get to see a lot of cancer and how 
to help certain people, like what 
parts of the body it’s forming in 
and what medicine that you’re 
supposed to use,” Eddy said.

Classmate Angelie Reuer was 
also interested in the behind-the-
scenes work she observed in pa-
thology.

“I liked seeing all the different 
stuff and seeing how they test it 

and pick the pieces out of it,” Re-
uer said.

The experience built on career 
exploration already happening 
in their Houston High health 
science classroom. Eddy, who is 
interested in pursuing a career in 
anesthesia, said a recent resume 
assignment gave her an opportu-

nity to learn more about the pro-
fession she is considering.

“I want to get my doctorate in 
anesthesia, and we just did a re-
sume thing last week, and I got to 
learn about my job a lot more,” 
Eddy said. “With coming to the 
hospital today, it has really helped 
me see where I want to be in the 

medical field.”
Reuer said the broad exposure 

students receive in class is valu-
able because healthcare encom-
passes so many different profes-
sions.

“We do a lot of stuff, including 
all of them in a general area,” Re-
uer said. “It’s really good because 

you get to learn more about med-
icine in general.”

For Lesley Coleman, Houston 
High School health science teach-
er, creating opportunities for stu-
dents to make those connections 
is an important part of preparing 
them for what comes next.

“What I’m teaching them in 
class, when we come to the hos-
pital, they can see it,” Coleman 
said. “They get to see the team-
work. They get to interact with 
the people that work here.”

Coleman hopes experiences 
like the Methodist Hospital visit 
help students move beyond sim-
ply knowing they are interested in 
healthcare and begin identifying 
where they might belong within 
it.

“After they leave this setting, 
they go from, ‘I want to work in 
healthcare,’ to, like, ‘Ooh, I can 
see myself doing this, or I can 
see myself doing that,’” Coleman 
said.

For Eddy, Reuer and their 
classmates, the visit turned ca-
reers discussed in a classroom 
into people, workplaces and pos-
sibilities they could see firsthand.

Houston High School health science students visited Methodist Hospital to explore healthcare professions firsthand 
and connect classroom learning with potential career pathways after graduation.

Germantown Municipal School District (GMSD)
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From Classroom to Hospital: 
HHS Students Get a Closer Look at Healthcare Careers

Staff Reports

GERMANTOWN, Tenn. — 
As local parks, greenways, and 
neighborhood trails grow busi-
er, city officials are focusing on 
how residents travel across town, 

specifically addressing a surge in 
electric bicycle traffic alongside 
pedestrians, runners, and tradi-
tional cyclists.

Because Germantown features 
an interconnected network of 
parks and neighborhood trails, 

city leaders said they are avoid-
ing a one-size-fits-all policy in 
favor of a collaborative approach 
to ensure paths remain safe and 
accessible.

“Germantown’s greenways 
and neighborhood trails are the 

heartbeat of our community’s 
outdoor life,” said Vice Mayor 
Mary Anne Gibson, liaison to the 
Parks and Recreation Commis-
sion. “Because our trail system is 
so uniquely connected, we want 
to make sure any policy decisions 
are rooted in real resident feed-
back. Partnering closely with the 
Transportation Commission al-
lows us to look at the big picture 
while ensuring our community’s 
voice leads the way.”

City leaders are seeking public 
input from daily e-bike riders, 
weekend trail walkers, and near-
by residents before approving 
policy recommendations. Resi-
dents can submit feedback online 

at Germantown-TN.gov/ebike.
Why Your Input Matters
Direct Impact: Resident re-

sponses will help establish trail 
safety guidelines, speed consid-
erations, and path signage.

Balanced Governance: Offi-
cials aim to balance public safety 
with preserving the park system’s 
character.

Next Steps: Survey results will 
be compiled and presented to the 
Parks and Recreation Commis-
sion and Transportation Commis-
sion to inform recommendations 
for the Board of Mayor and Al-
dermen.

The survey takes approximate-
ly three minutes to complete.

Help Shape the Future of E-Bikes in Germantown



Germantown News & Shelby Sun Times4 -Thursday, October 8, 2026 

Living  
with Purpose

By David Peel

DAVID PEEL
Attorney
8582 U.S. Hwy 51 North
Millington, TN  38053
(901)872-4229
davidpeel@peellawfirm.com
peellawfirm.com

B eing injured in a car 
accident you didn’t 
cause is stressful 

and confusing. You may get 
ambulance chasers or clin-
ics calling you, and that is 
unethical and annoying. 

Here are answers to the 
questions most people ask 
in the days and weeks that 
follow.

What should I do right 
after the crash?  Prioritize 
safety and documentation. 
Move to a safe location 
if possible, call 911, and 
request medical help. Ex-
change information with the 
other driver, take photos of 
the vehicles, and get contact 
details from witnesses. Do 
NOT assume police will do 
so. 

Should I see a doctor if I 
feel okay?  Yes. Adrenaline 
often masks injuries. That’s 
a God given gift. But dam-
age, concussions, and other 
problems may not appear 
for hours or days. Prompt 
medical evaluation creates 
a clear record linking your 
injuries to the crash and pro-
tects your health

Do I need a lawyer?  Not 
every minor fender-bender 
requires one, but you should 
consult an attorney if you 
have significant injuries, 
disputed fault, limited in-
surance coverage, or pres-
sure from the other driver’s 
insurer. An experienced 

personal injury lawyer can 
handle communications, 
preserve evidence, and pur-
sue full compensation while 
you focus on recovery.

Should I give a record-
ed statement to the oth-
er driver’s insurance?  
Generally, no. You are not 
required to. Adjusters are 
trained to gather statements 
that can later be used to 
minimize or deny your 
claim. Refer them to your 
attorney instead.

What compensation can 
I recover?  You may be en-
titled to medical expenses 
(past and future), lost wag-
es, property damage, pain 
and suffering, and in some 
cases loss of enjoyment of 
life. Tennessee law gives 
you one year from the date 
of the accident to file a per-
sonal injury lawsuit, so act-
ing sooner rather than later 
is important.

Will this raise my in-

surance rates?  A reported 
crash, especially as a not at 
fault motorist, is not a prob-
lem. In fact, state law pro-
tects you from rate increas-
es or cancellations for using 
your uninsured/underin-
sured motorists (UM/UIM). 

Every case is different. 
Document everything, seek 
medical care, and speak 
with a qualified personal 
injury attorney early so you 
understand your options and 
protect your rights.

Mr. Peel seeks justice 
for those injured in trac-
tor-trailer and car acci-
dents, medical malpractice, 
and disability. He often 
addresses churches, clubs, 
and groups without charge. 
Mr. Peel may be reached 
through PeelLawFirm.com 
wherein other articles may 
be accessed.

Common Questions  
After a Crash That 
Wasn’t Your Fault

M ost weeks, a 
newspaper has a 
fairly short life 

on the kitchen table. You 
read it, perhaps pass it along 
to someone else, and even-
tually make room for the 
next one. But every so often, 
something in those pages be-
comes worth keeping.

Maybe it is a photograph 
of your grandchild at a ball-
game, a story about the fam-
ily business or an obituary 
that captures something of a 
person you loved. What we 
put together on a deadline 
becomes something a family 
holds onto for decades.

This is National News-
paper Week, observed Oct. 
4–10, and it seems like a 
good opportunity to reflect 
on what newspapers mean 
to the communities they 
serve—not just as business-

es, but as a part of everyday 
life that is easy to take for 
granted.

At Richardson Media 
Group, our newspapers 
serve communities across 
Tennessee. Each town has 
its own identity, its own 
concerns, and its own sto-
ries worth telling. Sharing 
a printing plant and other 
resources helps us get the 
work done, but the purpose 
of each newspaper remains 
local. Readers want to know 
what is happening where 
they live.

A few weeks ago, I 
wrote about the storm that 
knocked our printing plant 
in Huntingdon out of com-
mission. We worked through 
a power outage, internet 
problems and equipment 
trouble before finally getting 
newspapers rolling again. It 
was frustrating for our staff 
and for readers whose pa-
pers arrived late.

But there is a consider-
able difference between a 
newspaper arriving late and 
a newspaper never arriving 

again.
Across the country, that 

second situation has become 
painfully common. North-
western University’s Medill 
School of Journalism report-
ed in its 2025 State of Local 
News study that nearly 3,500 
newspapers had ceased 
printing since 2005—almost 
40 percent of the nation’s 
local newspapers over those 
two decades.

Some publications have 
moved online, and not ev-
ery lost newspaper leaves a 
community without report-
ing. But Medill identified 
more than 200 counties 
with no locally based news 
source and more than 1,500 
others with only one remain-
ing, usually a weekly news-
paper. Nearly 80 percent of 
those “news desert” counties 
were rural.

That term sounds rather 
clinical until you consider 
what it means.

A town doesn’t stop hav-
ing news just because its 
newspaper closes. There 
are still school events, ball-

games, new businesses, 
emergencies, and families 
with stories worth sharing. 
Public meetings still hap-
pen, and decisions still need 
explaining. The question 
becomes who will do the 
work of finding out what 
happened and telling every-
one else.

It is tempting to assume 
the internet will handle that. 
Digital journalism certain-
ly has an important place, 
including in our own work. 
But Medill found that dig-
ital-only local news outlets 
remain concentrated in met-
ropolitan areas and have not 
replaced the reporting lost 
elsewhere. A website can de-
liver a story, but somebody 
still has to produce it.

The same is true of social 
media. Sharing informa-
tion is useful, but sharing 
a report and reporting it in 
the first place are different 
jobs. Someone has to make 
the calls, check the details, 
ask the follow-up questions 
and take responsibility when 
something needs correcting.

That work is not always 
glamorous. Neither is de-
signing pages, selling ad-
vertising, running a press 
or preparing newspapers for 
delivery. Our recent printing 
troubles were a reminder of 
how much effort happens 
out of sight, and how dedi-
cated our people are to get-
ting the finished newspaper 
into readers’ hands.

I’m grateful for that dedi-
cation. I’m also grateful for 
the subscribers and adver-
tisers who make it possible. 
National Newspaper Week 
recognizes all of those con-
tributions, because local 
journalism depends on more 
than the person whose name 
appears above a story.

We also have a responsi-
bility to earn that support. A 
newspaper should be useful, 
accurate and interested in 
its community. We should 
listen when readers sug-
gest a story, raise a concern 
or point out something we 
missed. Supporting local 
journalism should not mean 
lowering expectations for it.

But appreciation has to 
become participation some-
where along the way. Buy-
ing an issue because your 
child is pictured in it is won-
derful. A subscription helps 
make sure someone will be 
there to photograph the next 
group of children, too.

So, to our subscribers, 
thank you. Encourage a 
friend or family member 
to join you. To our adver-
tisers, thank you for choos-
ing to reach your neighbors 
through these pages. And 
when readers patronize 
those businesses, mention-
ing an advertisement they 
saw helps those businesses 
understand the value of their 
support.

I don’t believe small-town 
newspapers are something 
we should simply accept 
losing. The communities we 
serve are still full of people 
worth knowing and stories 
worth telling.

Keep the clippings that 
matter to your family. Help 
keep the newspaper that 
makes them possible.

THE PAPER WE KEEP

Scan This Code 
to visit us  

online, or go to: 
www.germantown.news

Friday, September 25th 

Crimes: 

No crimes were reported. 

Saturday, September 
26th 

Crimes: 

A subject was observed 
taking merchandise from 
a business. The report 
originated from  the 9200 
block of Poplar Avenue at 
11:43 a.m. 

Officers arrested a 
subject for taking 
merchandise from a 
business. The arrest 
originated  from the 9200 
block of Poplar Avenue at 
12:30 p.m. 

A subject was observed 
taking merchandise from 
a business. The report 
originated from  the 9200 
block of Poplar Avenue at 
4:05 p.m. 

Sunday, September 27th 

Crimes: 

Officers arrested a 
subject for attempting 
to intentionally 
damage a vehicle. The 
arrest  originated from 
the 2500 block of Calkins 
Road at 12:15 p.m. 

Officers arrested a 
subject for taking 
merchandise from a 
business. The arrest 
originated  from the 9200 
block of Poplar Avenue at 
4:28 p.m. 

A subject was observed 
taking merchandise from 
a business. The report 
originated from  the 9200 
block of Poplar Avenue at 
6:30 p.m 

Officers arrested a 
subject for taking 
merchandise from a 

business. The arrest 
originated  from the 9200 
block of Poplar Avenue at 
10:12 p.m. 

Monday, September 28th 

Crimes: 

A subject was observed 
taking merchandise from 
a business. The report 
originated  from the 7600 
block of West Farmington 
Boulevard at 9:00 a.m. 

A victim reported a 
forged contract. The 
report originated 
from the 8600 block 
of  Somerset Lane at 1:23 
p.m. 

A victim reported 
that their identifying 
information was 
compromised. The 
report  originated from 
the 1800 block of Alder 
Branch Lane at 1:32 p.m. 

Tuesday, September 29th 

Crimes:  

A victim reported that a 
package was taken from 
their porch. The report 
originated from  the 1600 
block of Brookside Drive 
at 7:08 a.m. 

A victim reported an 
online scam. The report 
originated from the 9000 
block of Poplar  Pike at 
10:39 a.m. 

Officers arrested a 
subject for taking 
merchandise from a 
business. The arrest 
originated  from the 9200 
block of Poplar Avenue at 
1:21 p.m. 

Officers arrested a 
subject for taking 
merchandise from a 
business. The arrest 
originated  from the 9200 

block of Poplar Avenue at 
2:23 p.m. 

Officers arrested a 
subject for leaving a 
restaurant without 
providing payment. 
The arrest  originated 
from the 7600 block of 
Farmington Boulevard at 
3:12 p.m. Officers arrested 
a subject for being the 
primary aggressor during 
an altercation. The  arrest 
originated from the 2500 
block of North Park Creek 
Cove at 4:14 p.m. 

Wednesday, September 
30th 

Crimes:  

A victim reported 
that their identifying 
information was 
compromised. The 
report  originated from 
the 3200 block of Bedford 
Lane at 1:09 p.m. 

A victim reported 
that their identifying 
information was 
compromised. The 
report  originated from 
the 1700 block of Allenby 
Road at 5:26 p.m. 

Thursday, October 1st 

Crimes:  

A subject was observed 
taking merchandise from 
a business. The report 
originated from  the 7600 
block of Poplar Avenue at 
8:50 a.m. 

A victim reported 
threatening social media 
messages. The report 
originated from the  1200 
block of Winterberry Cove 
at 8:27 p.m. 

CRASHES There were 
a total of 18 crashes 
reported for this time 
period

POLICE REPORTS



Thursday, October 8, 2026 – 5shelby-news.com

ADVERTISE 
WITH  

The Bartlett Express, 
The Collierville 

Herald-Independent,  
The Millington 
Star and The 

Germantown News  
& Shelby Sun Times

BY PLACING  
AN AD IN  

The Shopper News 
Classifieds!

(901) 476-7116

YOUR SERVICE 
AD COULD 
 BE HERE!  

CALL  
901-476-7116

SHOPPER NEWS CLASSIFIEDS  •  RICHARDSON MEDIA GROUP  •  THURSDAY, OCTOBER 8, 2026

AUTO AUCTIONS

AUTO AUCTIONS

To Place Your Ad, Contact Us 
Today! 901.476.7116  

adrianna@magicvalley 
publishing.com SHOPPER NEWSSHOPPER NEWS Classifieds To Place an Ad: 

476-7116

REMIT TO: 7731 HWY 70, SUITE 102, BARTLETT TN 38134  
CALL (901) 476-7116

YOUR 
CLASSIFIED 
AD COULD 
BE HERE!  

CALL 
901.476.7116

Special!!  General 
yard work, leaves 

raked, Putting down 
mulch.  Free Estimates. 
Reasonable.  PaCerno 

901-323-2822

SERVICES

901.476.7116Ca
ll 

to
 p

lac
e 

yo
ur

 ad
 to

da
y!

Your low-cost classified ad in The 
Bartlett Express, The Germantown 
News & Shelby Sun Times, The 
Collierville Herald Independent or 
The Millington Star will help turn 
your unwanted items into CASH.

 
Line classifieds are only $30/week 

for up to 5 lines (140 characters)  
to run in all four papers. 

Display ads are also available for 
$28/column-inch/week for all four 

papers or $12/column-inch for  
individual papers (4-inch minimum).

2017 FORD FUSION
3FA6P0HD0HR156912

 A Ladies Wrecker 
Service:

709 S. Dudley,  Memphis, TN 38104

901.686.3737

The following vehicles will be 
sold at auction on 

OCTOBER 11, 2026 

Paul & Crew 
Towing LLC 

711 S. Dudley,  Memphis, TN 38104

901.632.2320

2010 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN
 2D4RN5DX9AR379782

2013 NISSAN PATHFINDER
5N1AR2MN0DC651060

2023 NISSAN SENTRA 
3N1AB8DV3PY257191

2001 BUICK 
1G4HP54K014271945

2016 NISSAN SENTRA BLUE 
  3N1AB7AP0GY267046

2010 FORD F-150
1FTFX1EV6AKE60866

The following vehicles will be 
sold at auction on 

OCTOBER 11, 2026 

2011 BUICK REGAL 
VIN # W04GP5EC3B1031759

2014 INFINITI Q5S
VIN # JN1BV7AP3EM679411

2010 NISSAN ALTIMA
VIN # 1N4AL2EP6AC166655

2011 KIA SPORTAGE 
VIN # KNDPC3A26B7034347

2012 HONDA FIT 
VIN # JHMGE8H51CC006535

2010 FORD EDGE 
VIN # 2FMDK3KC7ABA61345

1999 GM SONOMA
VIN # 1GTCS1448X8531677

2024 VOLKSWAGEN TAOS
VIN # 3VV5X7B28RM016712

2020 HONDA CIVIC
VIN # 19XFC1F36LE002081

10-22-26 AT 9 A.M.

The Following  
Vehicles Will Be Sold On

A&A TOWING
4000 N. WATKINS

901-357-3330

B&B TOWING, LLC  
2574 SUMMER,  

MEMPHIS  38112

2009 NISS ALT  
VIN# 1N4AL21EX9C119984

2013 NISS ROG  
VIN# JN8AS5MT9DW006340

2005 TOYT SNA  
VIN# 5TDBA22C85S048438

1997 CHEV THA  
VIN# 1GNEK13R2VJ382993

2019 VOLK JET  
VIN# 3VWCB7BU2KM162239

2015 FORD FUSION  
VIN# 3FA6P0HDXFR207149

2012 HARLEY-DAVIDSON 
VIN# 1HD4LE216CC439670

2012 INF G37  
VIN# JN1CV6AP5CM627211

2015 VOLK PAS  
VIN# 1VWAT7A36FC086156

THE FOLLOWING VEHICLES  
WILL BE SOLD TO SATISFY  

STORAGE AND TOW FEES ON 

10/28/2026:

JH4CU2F66AC000205  
2010 ACURA TSX 

3FADP4BJ9GM137977  
2016 FORD FIESTA 

WDDHF8JBXDA670855  
2013 MERCEDES-BENZ E-CLASS 

2T3W1RFV0RW358772  
2024 TOYOTA RAV4 

1FAHP24W38G151108  
2008 FORD TAURUS 

KNDJT2A60D7612058  
2013 KIA SOUL  

3VV5C7B23SM060568  
2025 VOLKSWAGEN TAOS   

2GTEC290491112961 
2009 GMC SIERRA 1500 

3N8AP6DC8SL336528  
2025 NISSAN KICKS 

1GCNCPEX0CZ188224  
2012 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 1500 

1N4AL2EP8CC253444  
2012 NISSAN ALTIMA 

4K7S81357WC004244  
1998 HOMD 4K7

NOVEMBER 8, 2026 AT 11 AM

DTS TOWING 
3930 THOMAS ST., MEMPHIS, 38127  

THE FOLLOWING VEHICLES  
WILL BE SOLD AT AUCTION ON

HAVE  LOCAL NEWS TO SHARE? EMAIL IT TO:  
JENNIFERDESHAZO@MAGICVALLEYPUBLISHING.COM

WE’VE MOVED! OUR NEW LOCATION IS:   
7731 HWY 70, SUITE 102, BARTLETT TN 38134
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See This Week’s 
Answers In Next 
Week’s Edition 
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HEALTH INSPECTIONS — Germantown —  
week of September 29–October 5, 2026

Germantown  
senior living 

kitchen scores 98

GERMANTOWN — Ciel of Germantown, 8199 Poplar 
Ave., scored 98 in a routine inspection October 2, the only 
Germantown report posted for the week of September 29 
through October 5.

The inspector cited dust observed over a prep cooler and 
an item covering garbage and refuse disposal and the main-
tenance of those facilities.

The single inspection is a sharp drop from the five posted 
the previous week and the 15 posted in mid-September.

Inspection reports are public record. Complete reports for 
all Tennessee establishments are available at inspections.my-
healthdepartment.com/tennessee.

Ciel of Germantown is the city’s only 
posted inspection for the week

This Week’s Inspections  
at a Glance
Germantown health inspections, September 29-October 
5, 2026. Source: Tennessee Department of Health / 
Shelby County Health Department.

Ciel of Germantown — 8199 Poplar Ave.
Food service, routine, October 2 — Score: 98
Dust observed over prep cooler.
Item marked out of compliance, no detail given: garbage 
and refuse properly disposed, facilities maintained.

Huey’s Wins at Tennessee Hospitality & Tourism 
Association’s Stars of the Industry Awards

MEMPHIS (September 
25, 2026) - Tennessee Hos-
pitality & Tourism Associ-
ation (TNHTA) celebrated 
the outstanding individuals 
and teams driving the state’s 
hospitality sector at the an-
nual Stars of the Industry 
Awards, held Sept. 17 in 
Gatlinburg, TN.

Huey’s was honored to 
represent Memphis in front 
of hundreds of hospitality 
professionals from across 
the state of Tennessee, with 
three of their team mem-
bers chosen out of 375K 
hospitality employees state-
wide. Huey’s was awarded: 
Restaurant Employee of 
the Year (Brian Davis, 20+ 
years with Huey’s), General 
Manager of the Year (Reiko 
French-Whittington, nearly 
20 years with Huey’s), and 
Restaurateur of the Year 
(Ashley Boggs Robilio, 30+ 
years with Huey’s).

Ashley Boggs Robilio, 
President of Huey’s, shared, 
“It’s really an honor for 
our team to be recognized 
throughout the whole state 
of TN. It’s a testament to 
the work they put in, and to 
the city of Memphis, which 
continues to lift us up. We’re 
very grateful for everyone’s 
support and hope we can 
continue representing our 
city’s incredible hospitality 
industry for years to come.”

From hotel housekeepers 
to executive chefs, front 
desk agents to tourism lead-
ers, the awards highlight 
those who go above and 
beyond to deliver unforget-
table experiences across the 
state.

Tennessee Tourism by 
the Numbers

Tennessee’s tourism eco- 
nomy continues to set re-
cords. Visitor spending has 
grown 40% since 2018—
nearly double the national 
growth rate of 22%—and 

reached a record $32.5 bil-
lion in direct visitor spend-
ing in 2025.

In 2025:
• 150 million visits were 

made to Tennessee.
• $32.5 billion was gener-

ated in direct visitor spend-
ing, up 2.7% year over year.

• $89 million was spent 
by visitors each day.

• $3.3 billion in state and 
local tax revenue was gen-
erated by tourism.

• $1,180 was saved in an-
nual taxes by the average 
Tennessee household as a 
result of tourism-generated 
revenue.

The long-standing event 
underscores the industry’s 
vital role not only in Ten-
nessee’s economy, but in 
shaping the millions of trav-
el experiences that define 
the state’s signature spirit of 
hospitality and unmatched 
service.

About Huey’s
Huey’s has been serving 

up blues, brews, and burg-
ers since 1970. In this local, 
family-owned restaurant, 
you’ll find a casual setting 
and laidback atmosphere, 
where entertainment in-
cludes writing on graffi-
ti walls and listening to 
live music every Sunday. 
Huey’s has been voted Best 
Burger in Memphis every 
year since 1984 in Memphis 
Magazine and is also known 
for their commitment to the 
Memphis community that 
supports and sustains them.

Website: http://www.
hueyburger.com/

Facebook: facebook.
com/HueysRestaurants 

Instagram: @Hueys-
Restaurant 

About the Tennessee 
Hospitality & Tourism As-
sociation (TNHTA)

The Tennessee Hospital-

ity & Tourism Association 
is the voice of the state’s 
hospitality industry, repre-
senting hotels, restaurants, 
attractions, and tourism 
partners across all 95 coun-
ties. TNHTA advocates for 
policies that support indus-
try growth, provides pro-
fessional development and 
workforce resources, and 

celebrates the people and 
places that make Tennessee 
a world-class destination. 
Through collaboration, 
education, and recogni-
tion, TNHTA empowers its 
members to thrive and helps 
ensure the continued suc-
cess of Tennessee’s vibrant 
hospitality and tourism 
economy.

“I am honored to re-
ceive this recognition from 
EDGE Memphis and to be 
recognized alongside so 
many individuals and orga-
nizations who are working 
to strengthen our region,” 
Palazzolo said.

He emphasized that eco-
nomic development is not 
the work of any one city or 
organization.

“Economic development 
is a team effort, and the part-
nerships we build across our 
communities are essential to 

creating opportunities and 
maintaining the quality of 
life that makes this region a 
great place to live, work and 
raise a family,” he said.

That emphasis on col-
laboration was reflected 
throughout the awards pro-
gram. EDGE Memphis 
highlighted developers, 
chambers of commerce, 
mayors, business leaders 
and entrepreneurs as the 
people who help drive eco-
nomic development across 
the region.

The 2026 honorees in-
cluded Northside Devel-
opment, the Greater Mem-
phis Chamber Government 

Affairs team, the Memphis 
Grizzlies, CodeCrew and 
the Collierville Chamber of 
Commerce, along with re-
gional businesses and entre-
preneurs.

The annual awards recog-
nize work in economic de-
velopment, business growth, 
community leadership and 
cooperation among com-
munities and organizations 
throughout the Memphis 
area.

The event also recognized 
the Tennessee Valley Au-
thority for its sponsorship 
and continued partnership 
with EDGE Memphis.

For Germantown, Palaz-

zolo’s recognition came as 
part of a broader regional 
gathering focused not sim-
ply on individual achieve-
ments, but on the relation-
ships among communities, 
businesses and organiza-
tions that shape the area’s 
economic future.

Palazzolo’s award placed 
Germantown’s  mayor 
among leaders recognized 
for contributing to that re-
gional effort — a reflection 
of the increasingly intercon-
nected nature of econom-
ic development across the 
Memphis metropolitan 
area.

leaping JD Donaldson over 
the middle in front of a pair 
of Purple Wave defenders. 
Donaldson caught the ball 
around the 50 yard line. He 
navigated through the Wave 
and crossed the goal line.

“I was thinking just to 
stay calm, work on my 
breathing and just battle 
through adversity like we 
do every week,” Dixon re-
called. “Just execute, that’s 
all I was focused on. 

“We were going for two 
the whole time,” he added. 
“The play was broken, my 
first read was closed. They 
played it really, really well. 
So I stepped up in the pock-
et and found the open man.”

With a minute and 14 
seconds remaining in the 
game and trailing 28-27, the 
Saints sent in a two-point 
conversion play. 

Dixon dropped back and 
scrambled to give his third 
option time to get open. 
Saint Cash Parker was mon-
ey hauling in the Dixon pass 
for the 29-28 lead. 

“That showed a lot of 

poise,” Massey said of Dix-
on. “That’s another step in 
his maturing and growth as 
a quarterback.”

The Brothers had one 
more shot and tried to get 
into field goal range, but a 
late interception secured the 
win for the Saints. 

“I was feeling great be-
cause we won the game,” 
Dixon said. “We had faith. 
Faith is very important. We 
pray everyday at school, 
everyday before and af-
ter practice. Our faith in 
God has been leading us to 
where we are right now. I do 
that this win as a sign. God 
already told me this is going 
to be a special season.”

Being unbeaten places a 
target on the Saints. Massey 
said as long as his players 
continue to be unselfish and 
play for the young man next 
to him, the Saints can con-
tinue this historic march.

“I tell them all the time 
‘you’re creating that target 
but you have to continue to 
work,’” Massey concluded. 
“‘You can’t relax because 
everybody is going to be 
shooting for you. You’ve 
got to expect the best from 
everybody when you go out 
and play.’”

PALAZZOLO, 
Continued from 1

FOOTBALL, 
Continued from 1

City of Germantown

GERMANTOWN, Tenn. 
— It was a fun night of net-
working, celebration and 
learning as more than 200 
residents attended Tuesday 
night’s Annual Neighbor-
hood Summit at The Great 
Hall & Conference Center.

Hosted by the Neighbor-
hood Preservation Commis-
sion, the free annual social 
event aims to bring neigh-
bors together for updates on 
the City and an introduction 
to local businesses and or-
ganizations. 

More than 50 businesses, 
City departments and non-
profits - including Volunteer 
Odyssey, Sufi’s, East of Chi-
cago Pizza, Public Works, 
Leadership Germantown 
and many more - attended 
the Summit’s accompany-
ing expo. Featured speakers 
included Mayor Mike Pala-
zzolo, Vice Mayor Mary 
Anne Gibson, Economic 
and Community Develop-
ment Director Cameron 
Ross and Germantown Po-
lice Chief Mike Fisher. 

One highlight of the eve-
ning was the distribution of 
the Neighbor of the Year, 
Neighborhood Leader of 
the Year and Neighborhood 
of the Year awards:

• The Neighbor of the 
Year Award honors a Ger-
mantown resident who 
makes a positive contribu-
tion at the neighborhood 
level without seeking rec-
ognition for their service. 
This year’s Neighbor of the 
Year is Greg Wagner of 
Grove Park. “His kindness 
is not about grand gestures 
or recognition. It is found 
in the little things he does 
every day and, more im-
portantly, in the moments 
when someone truly needs 
him. He makes the people 
around him feel cared for, 
welcomed and supported,” 
one nomination said.

• The Neighborhood 
Leader of the Year Award 
is presented to a neighbor-
hood leader who exem-
plifies leadership through 
neighborhood and/or

• Community Involve-
ment. This leader helps en-

vision the future, identifies 
paths to success and con-
sistently builds community 
throughout the neighbor-
hood. This year’s Neighbor-
hood Leader of the Year is 
Kenny Fields of Bromley/
Foster Ridge. “Kenny de-
serves consideration for this 
award because of his con-
sistent and solution-driven 
commitment to revitalizing 
the neighborhood and di-
rectly caring for the resi-
dents who call it home. He 
works tirelessly to identify 
needs, address concerns 
and bring people together 
around practical solutions 
that improve the quality of 

life for the entire communi-
ty,” stated one nomination.

• The Neighborhood of 
the Year Award celebrates 
an association that demon-
strates improvement in the 
quality of life in its neighbor-
hood through communica-
tion, beautification projects, 
neighborhood gatherings/ 
events, maintenance of 
community property and 
simply caring about one 
another. This year’s Neigh-
borhood of the Year is 
Kimbrough Woods, which 
received a $500 grant and a 
Neighborhood of the Year 
sign for the neighborhood 
entrance. 

The City would also like 
to thank the following spon-
sors who helped make the 
night a success.

• Presenting Sponsor: 
Allyson Smothers of Crye-
Leike

• Gold Sponsors: Alisha 
Dumas from State Farm, 
All Things New Moving 
and Transition Services, 
Dermatology East, East of 
Chicago Pizza, German-
town Behavioral Solutions, 
Germantown Hardware, 
Heritage Builders, LaBella 
Skin Bar & Med Spa, Mem-
phis Pool, Morris Function-
al Psychiatry, Neurosource 
LLC, Oasis Pool and Spa, 

Reid Realtors, SANA Yoga, 
Tom Shelley of Edward 
Jones, Shoemaker Finan-
cial, Socket Fiber, Sufi’s 
and The UPS Store

• Silver Sponsors: Camp-
bell Clinic, The Firm, Or-
thoSouth, Pro Health Clin-
ic, simpliHOM and VIO 
Med Spa Germantown

Houston High School 
Ambassadors were also on 
hand to help distribute door 
prizes and assist guests, do-
ing a fantastic job through-
out the night. 

Events like the Annu-
al Neighborhood Summit 
showcase what makes Ger-
mantown such a remarkable 
place to live - a dedicated 
community of residents, 
local businesses and City 
leaders working together 
to keep our neighborhoods 
vibrant. The City extends a 
heartfelt thank you to every-
one who attended, present-
ed and sponsored this year’s 
event, and we look forward 
to seeing everyone again 
next year!

Thriving Together: More Than 200 Residents Gather  
for Annual Neighborhood Summit

Huey’s representatives celebrate three honors at the Tennessee Hos-
pitality & Tourism Association’s Stars of the Industry Awards, held 
Sept. 17 in Gatlinburg. Brian Davis was named Restaurant Employee 
of the Year, Reiko French-Whittington earned General Manager of the 
Year, and Ashley Boggs Robilio received Restaurateur of the Year..

Submitted Photo



community exemplify the 
qualities of an outstanding 
educator.

Cowles was recognized 
for her accomplishments in 
academics, leadership and 
service. A senior at Evan-
gelical Christian School, she 
has earned a 4.78 GPA and a 
34 on the ACT while com-
pleting a rigorous course 
load. She is active in Na-
tional Honor Society, Mu 
Alpha Theta, theater, track, 
Round Square and Student 
Leadership Council, where 
she has held leadership roles 
throughout high school. Be-
yond the classroom, Cowles 
has demonstrated a strong 

commitment to serving 
others. Through Harvest 
Church, she volunteers in 
the nursery, leads Vacation 
Bible School activities and 
participates in an annual 
mission trip to Belize. She 
has also spent two summers 
serving individuals with 
special needs at a camp in 
Serbia. During one mission 
trip to Belize, she stepped 
outside her comfort zone by 
sharing her testimony with a 
local congregation in Span-
ish.

Cowles plans to study 
nursing and minor in Span-
ish, with the goal of serving 
Spanish-speaking patients. 
Her accomplishments reflect 
not only academic excel-
lence but also the kindness, 
humility and commitment 
to service that have made 

her a positive role model 
for her peers.  Metro Build-
ers is the proud sponsor of 
the Germantown Education 
Commission’s 2026 month-
ly Youth Excellence Awards, 
helping recognize and cele-
brate outstanding German-

town students throughout 
the year. The Germantown 
Education Commission ap-
preciates Metro Builders’ 
support of this program and 
its investment in recogniz-
ing the accomplishments of 
local youth.
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GREAT NEWS!
IN THE PAST 24 MONTHS, WE HAVE HELPED 30 FAMILIES 
OBTAIN MEDICAID BENEFITS FOR THEIR LOVED ONES 
WHO REQUIRE NURSING HOME CARE.

Call Cox Law Office today for a consultation.

DON’T WAIT UNTIL A CRISIS OCCURS. LET US HELP 
YOU PLAN TO ESTABLISH MEDICAID ELIGIBILITY.

Past results do not guarantee future outcomes. Every Medicaid application is dependent upon the 
client’s unique facts, financial circumstances, eligibility, and applicable law.

COX LAW 
OFFICE

901.853.3500 
149 S. Rowlett, 
Collierville, 38017 
coxelderlaw.com

Don’t Forget About Your 
Lawn This Fall

F all is finally here! 
After a hot and 
dry summer, I am 

sure we are all looking for-
ward to some relief from the 
extreme heat. Over the past 
couple of months, I have no-
ticed that many lawns have 
suffered due to the exces-
sive heat and lack of mois-
ture. I have also seen this in 
my non-irrigated Bermuda 
lawn as well.

Fall is the perfect time to 
give your lawn a head start 
for the spring and summer 
growing seasons. One of the 
most important components 
of lawn maintenance is 
choosing the correct fertil-
izer. The best way to deter-
mine the levels of nitrogen 

(N), phosphorus (P), and 
potassium (K) your lawn re-
quires is by soil testing.

Fall is also an ideal time 
to apply lime if recom-
mended by your soil test. 
Potassium can aid   in im-
proving a lawn’s ability 

to tolerate environmental 
stresses, including cold 
temperatures and disease, 
when applied according to 
soil-test recommendations. 
There is generally no need 
to apply nitrogen fertiliz-
er to warm-season grasses 

as they begin to slow their 
growth in the fall. Nitrogen 
applications are best timed 
for periods when the grass 
is actively growing.

Additionally, winter 
weeds will be emerging 
soon! Applying a pre-emer-
gence herbicide in the fall 
can help prevent many win-
ter annual weeds from be-
coming established in your 
lawn. Both granular and liq-
uid products are available. 
Always read and follow the 
product label carefully, and 
make sure the herbicide is 

appropriate for your partic-
ular type of grass.

Keep in mind that 
warm-season grasses, such 
as Bermuda and Zoysia, 
will begin to slow down 
as temperatures become 
cooler. Continue mowing 
at the recommended height 
for your particular grass. 
As temperatures cool and 
grass growth slows, reduce 
the frequency of irrigation 
while continuing to moni-
tor your lawn for drought 
stress.

A little fall maintenance 

goes a long way toward 
helping your lawn enter 
winter in good condition 
and be ready for a healthy 
start in the spring.

For questions about fall 
lawn care, please call me at 
901-752-1207. Enjoy fall 
and happy gardening! 
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