
By Germantown Municipal 
School District

Dogwood Elementary students 
recently brought home top honors 
from the Delta Fair Student Art 
Contest, with eight students earn-
ing awards for their outstanding 
artwork. Art teacher Ashley Luy-
endyk submitted twelve student 
pieces to the annual competition, 
and eight of the entries were rec-
ognized with prizes totaling $270.

The winning artwork repre-
sented a variety of grade levels 
and showcased the creativity, 
imagination, and artistic skills of 
Dogwood students. Because the 
artwork was created during the 
previous school year, students 
are listed by the grade level they 
were in when they completed 
their pieces.

Among the youngest winners 
was kindergarten student Rosalie 
Goodin, who earned 5th place. 
First graders also had a strong 
showing, with Edie Ellis earning 
4th place and Piper Pledge taking 
1st place.

Second-grade artists Husni 
Dweik and Oakleigh Darnell were 
recognized with 10th place and 
4th place, respectively. Fourth-
grade students Jacob Voyles and 
Avery Bennett also earned hon-
ors, placing 9th and 2nd, respec-
tively. Rounding out Dogwood’s 
winners was fifth grader Emma 
Hong, who earned 4th place.

With eight of twelve entries 
receiving recognition, Dogwood 
students demonstrated the talent 
and creativity that can flourish 
when young artists are encour-
aged to explore their ideas and 
express themselves through art.

Congratulations to all eight 
Dogwood artists on their  
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GERMANTOWN — The Bob-
by Lanier Farm Park Board will 
host its annual Under the Harvest 
Moon fundraiser Oct. 16 to raise 
funds for a new children’s play 
area on the farm grounds.

The event takes place from 7 
p.m. to 9 p.m. at the Farm Park, 
located at 2660 Cross Country 
Drive. The 10-acre working sub-
urban farm is dedicated to agri-
cultural education, sustainability 

and community engagement.
“Under the Harvest Moon is 

everything we love about the 
Farm Park: friends, laughter, a lit-
tle country fun and a community 
coming together for something 
special,” Vice Mayor Mary Anne 
Gibson said. “Every ticket helps 
us build a new children’s play 
area where the next generation 
can explore, imagine and make 
memories.”

Attendees will experience au-
thentic Western-style entertain- ment, including line dance les- sons, a bourbon pull, s’mores, 

drinks and chuck wagon cuisine 
prepared by World Champion 
Chuck Wagon Cook Steve Gib-
son.

The evening will also feature 
Chicken Bingo, a game of chance 
where participants purchase num-
bered squares on a grid and await 
a live chicken to select the win-
ning spot.

Organizers noted that while 
there is no formal dress code, 
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GERMANTOWN — The Ger-
mantown Fire Department is up-
grading its emergency response 
arsenal with three new thermal 
imaging cameras designed to help 
firefighters navigate zero-visibili-
ty conditions and locate trapped 
victims more quickly.

The city’s Board of May-
or and Aldermen approved the 
$25,627.10 purchase during its 
Sept. 14 meeting. As part of the 
agreement, the department will 
trade in three aging cameras for a 
$2,250 credit, reducing the over-
all cost of the acquisition.

The updated devices detect heat 
signatures and translate them into 
visual images, allowing crews 
to see through dense smoke and 
complete darkness.

According to department of-
ficials, the new cameras provide 
firefighters with a critical set of 
“eyes” in high-risk environments, 
assisting crews with several vital 

tasks:

• Locating individuals trapped 
inside burning structures

• Detecting flames spreading 
behind walls and ceilings

• Identifying the source or 
origin of a fire more rapidly

• Spotting structural hazards 
concealed by heavy smoke

• Maintaining situational 
awareness and crew accountabil-
ity inside hazardous areas
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Dogwood Students  
Earn Top Honors at Delta 
Fair Student Art Contest

YOUNGEST WINNER - Rosalie Goodin, 5th place winner.
GMSD

WINNER - Piper Pledge, first place winner.
GMSDSee Winners, page 8 See Fire, page 3

See Fundraiser, page 3

Germantown Fire  
Department to Upgrade 

Thermal Imaging Equipment
Board approves $25,620 purchase  
to replace aging gear and improve  

visibility during structural emergencies

Under the Harvest Moon Fundraiser to 
Support Farm Park Children’s Play Area
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As September draws to a 
close, Germantown Munici-
pal School District athletics 
is entering one of the most 
competitive stretches of the 
fall season.

Homecoming brought 
the GMSD community to-
gether at Landers Stadium, 
Houston High School teams 
continued positioning them-
selves for postseason oppor-
tunities, and Houston Mid-
dle School programs moved 
into championship-season 
competition.

Across the district, stu-
dent-athletes continue to 
compete with purpose while 
representing their schools 
and community.

Mustangs roll past 
Cordova in Homecoming 
game

Houston High School 
football delivered a memo-
rable Homecoming perfor-
mance Friday night, shut-
ting out Cordova 46-0 at 
Landers Stadium.

The victory was Hous-
ton’s second straight and 
improved the Mustangs 
to 3-3 overall and 2-0 in 
Region 7-6A play. Hous-
ton defeated Bartlett 38-35 
the previous week and has 
scored 84 points over its last 
two games.

The Mustangs opened re-
gion play with two victories 
as they enter the final stretch 
of the regular season.

Friday’s game also high-
lighted the community spirit 
surrounding Homecoming, 
as students, alumni, fami-
lies, staff and community 

members filled the campus 
throughout the week.

Houston girls soccer 
remains unbeaten

Houston High’s girls 
soccer team continued its 
strong season with a pair of 
victories.

The Lady Mustangs de-
feated Munford 9-0 on Se-
nior Night before traveling 
to Bartlett and earning a 4-0 
victory.

Houston improved to 
13-0 and has recorded nine 
consecutive shutouts. Max-
Preps lists Houston among 
Tennessee’s top girls soccer 
programs.

With postseason play ap-
proaching, the Lady Mus-
tangs will look to maintain 
their form through the re-
mainder of the regular sea-
son.

Volleyball prepares for 
postseason

Houston volleyball con-
tinues to navigate a chal-
lenging schedule designed 
to prepare the Lady Mus-
tangs for postseason com-
petition.

Houston defeated Mun-
ford 3-0 this past week as 
the team continued its fall 
campaign.

The schedule has fea-
tured competition from 
across Tennessee and the 
Southeast, giving Houston 
experience against a variety 
of opponents as the regular 
season moves toward Octo-
ber.

With the postseason ap-
proaching, each match pro-
vides another opportunity to 
sharpen execution and pre-
pare for tournament play.

Cross country competes 
in Missouri

Houston cross coun-
try traveled to Columbia, 
Missouri, this weekend to 
compete in the Gans Creek 
Classic.

The meet gave Hous-
ton runners an opportunity 
to compete against strong 
fields outside West Tennes-
see while preparing for the 
championship portion of the 
season.

Competition in unfa-
miliar environments and 
against high-level fields 
provides experience that 
can help athletes prepare for 
the intensity of postseason 
meets.

Middle school programs 
enter championship season

Fall postseason competi-
tion is underway at Houston 
Middle School, with several 
Mustang programs entering 
an important stretch of their 
seasons.

Houston Middle girls 
soccer earned the No. 1 
seed for district tournament 
competition following an 
outstanding regular season. 
The Lady Mustangs contin-
ue postseason play Monday, 
Sept. 28, against Lakeland 
at 4:30 p.m. at Houston 
Middle.

Houston Middle football 
returns home Thursday for 
8th Grade Night against Ar-
lington. Games are sched-
uled for 6 and 7:30 p.m. at 
the Houston High School 
football field, where the 
program will recognize its 
eighth-grade student-ath-
letes and their contributions.

Houston Middle cross 
country closes the week Fri-

day at the Frank Horton In-
vitational at Shelby Farms.

The fall championship 
season represents the cul-
mination of work that be-
gan in August. Middle 
school programs also serve 
as an important part of the 
athletic pipeline preparing 
student-athletes for future 
competition at Houston 
High School.

Basketball season ap-
proaches

While fall sports en-
ter championship season, 
preparations for winter ath-
letics are beginning.

Houston Middle girls 
basketball tryouts are sched-
uled for Monday from 3:15 
to 5:15 p.m. in Gym A.

Boys basketball tryouts 
begin Monday from 3:15 
to 5:15 p.m. in Gym B and 
continue Tuesday from 3:15 
to 5:15 p.m. in Gym A.

Week ahead: Sept. 28-

Oct. 2
Another full slate of com-

petition awaits GMSD Ath-
letics as September turns to 
October.

Monday features Houston 
Middle girls soccer postsea-
son action against Lakeland 
at 4:30 p.m., along with the 
start of middle school bas-
ketball tryouts.

From Tuesday through 
Thursday, Houston Mid-
dle tennis competes in City 
Championship action at 
Leftwich Tennis Center. 
Tuesday also features a 3:45 
p.m. match against German-
town at C.O. Franklin Park.

Wednesday evening, 
Houston Middle will host a 
boys and girls lacrosse in-
terest meeting as the district 
continues to expand oppor-
tunities for student-athletes.

Thursday night is 8th 
Grade Night for Houston 
Middle football, with Ar-

lington visiting the Houston 
High School football field 
for games at 6 and 7:30 p.m.

Friday night belongs to 
the Mustangs

Houston High School 
football returns to Landers 
Stadium Friday at 6 p.m.

The game will also serve 
as Houston Middle Night at 
HHS, giving future Mus-
tangs an opportunity to ex-
perience Friday-night foot-
ball and see the next step in 
their athletic journey.

Houston Middle cross 
country will compete Friday 
at the Frank Horton Invita-
tional at Shelby Farms.

As fall sports enter the 
heart of championship 
season, GMSD Athletics 
continues to build toward 
the future — one competi-
tion, one team and one stu-
dent-athlete at a time.

Raising the standard to-
gether.

GMSD Athletics enters championship 
stretch as fall season winds down

Staff Reports

JD Zatar wears many hats 
at Houston High School: 
student leader, volunteer, 
dancer, advocate and men-
tor.

Now, she can add another 

title to the list: 2026 Home-
coming Queen.

A senior at Houston 
High, Zatar has spent 14 
years studying ballet and 
currently dances as a youth 
professional. Her commit-

ment to the arts 
extends beyond 
her own per-

formanc-
es, how-

e v e r . 
S h e 
teach-

es with 
B a l l e t 
M e m -
p h i s ’ 

I n c l u -
sive Dance Program and 
brought the idea to Houston 
High, by founding an In-
clusive Dance Program for 
students with disabilities 
and special needs.

For Zatar, service is a 
central part of her expe-
rience as a student. She 
logged more than 90 vol-
unteer hours last year and is 
involved in HOSA, Student 
Government Association, 
Horizons, Key Club and the 

GMSD Student Ambassa-
dors.

She also serves as ex-
ecutive director of Brain-
2Heart, where she helps 
younger students explore 
the medical field through 
hands-on learning.

Her busy schedule ex-
tends into the classroom, 
where she has completed 
eight Advanced Placement 
courses and 10 honors 
courses.

Whether she’s on stage, 
in the classroom or work-
ing to create opportunities 
for others, Zatar has made 
service and inclusion a de-
fining part of her time at 
Houston High.

As Homecoming Queen, 
she’s adding yet another 
memorable chapter to her 
Mustang story.

Source: Germantown  
Municipal School District

JD Zatar brings dance, 
service and leadership 

to Houston High  
Homecoming crown
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Germantown residents 
are encouraged to begin 
planning for one of the 
city’s favorite fall tradi-
tions, Germantown Night 
Out, set for Tuesday, Oct. 
6, from 5 to 9 p.m.

Neighborhoods through-
out the city will host block 
parties, cookouts and 
driveway gatherings to 
show appreciation for local 
first responders. During the 
evening, personnel from 
the Germantown Police 
Department, Germantown 
Fire Department, EMS and 
911 Dispatch will visit par-
ticipating neighborhoods 
to meet residents, answer 
questions and enjoy re-
freshments provided by the 
community.

Neighborhood organiz-
ers who would like their 

event included on the offi-
cial visitation route are en-
couraged to register early 
so first responders can visit 
as many gatherings as pos-
sible.

To register, contact Com-
munity Engagement Co-
ordinator Erinn Figg at 
EFigg@Germantown-TN.
gov or (901) 757-7203. 
Organizers should provide 
the neighborhood name, 
event location and address, 
start and end times, and the 
name and phone number of 
a primary contact.

Residents are encouraged 
to gather their neighbors, 
fire up the grill and prepare 
to welcome Germantown’s 
first responders during this 
annual community celebra-
tion.

Source:  
City of Germantown 
Photo courtesy City  

of Germantown 

Germantown Night 
Out Set for October 6



Beyond improving operational 
safety, the acquisition standard-
izes thermal imaging technolo-
gy across all of the department’s 
suppression companies. The new 
units also meet updated perfor-
mance and durability standards 
established by the National Fire 
Protection Association.

Source: City of  Germantown.
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Moody’s Reaffirms Germantown’s Top Aaa 
Credit Rating Ahead of New Bond Issues  
City marks 40 consecutive years holding highest possible rating 

from financial agency
Staff Reports

GERMANTOWN, Tenn. — 
Moody’s Ratings has reaffirmed 
the City of Germantown’s issu-
er rating at Aaa, maintaining the 
municipality’s place in the top tier 
of creditworthiness for 40 con-
secutive years.

Along with reaffirming the top 
score for the city’s existing gen-
eral obligation debt, Moody’s as-
signed Aaa ratings to two upcom-
ing bond issues: $12.34 million in 
Series 2026A General Obligation 
Improvement Bonds and $10.93 
million in Series 2026B General 
Obligation Refunding Bonds.

Germantown has held a Aaa 
credit rating from Moody’s since 
1986 and has maintained a AAA 
rating from Standard & Poor’s 
since 1994. An updated cred-
it evaluation from Standard & 
Poor’s is expected later this week.

“Maintaining a top-tier rating 
for four decades isn’t an accident; 
it is the direct result of decades of 
careful, intentional fiscal manage-
ment by our Board of Mayor and 
Aldermen and City staff,” Mayor 
Mike Palazzolo said. “Much like 
a top credit score lowers an indi-
vidual’s interest rates on a mort-
gage, our Aaa rating ensures the 
City secures the lowest possible 
borrowing costs when funding 

essential infrastructure projects, 
saving our taxpayers significant 
money over time.”

In its evaluation, Moody’s 
cited the city’s proactive man-
agement team, strong financial 
reserves, and expanding regional 
economic base as key drivers of 
the rating. The report highlight-
ed local wealth levels at 201% of 
the national average and average 
property values of $186,520 per 
capita.

Proceeds from the $12.34 mil-
lion Series 2026A bond issue will 
fund two major municipal proj-
ects:

• Houston High School Im-
provements: A $10 million al-
location will support facility 
upgrades within the German-
town Municipal School District, 
including construction of a new 
Fine Arts Wing and renovations 
to the school cafeteria. Annual 
debt service for the project is built 
into the city’s budget. This proj-
ect marks Germantown’s fourth 
major bond initiative for school 
district capital projects, following 
investments in Riverdale School 
($11 million), Forest Hill Ele-
mentary ($27 million), and Hous-
ton Middle School ($5 million).

• Germantown Athletic Club: A 
$3.5 million allocation will fund 
renovations to the indoor pool 

area at the Germantown Athletic 
Club. Debt service for this por-
tion will be paid directly through 
club revenues, requiring no mu-
nicipal tax dollars.

In addition to new capital fund-
ing, city leaders hold authoriza-
tion to issue up to $10.93 million 
in Series 2026B General Obli-
gation Refunding Bonds to refi-
nance existing debt from 2016. 
Officials said the refinancing will 
be executed only if market con-

ditions generate net interest cost 
savings over the remaining term 
of the debt.

“Our financial philosophy has 
always been straightforward: plan 
conservatively, be good stewards 
of taxpayer dollars and invest 
thoughtfully in Germantown’s 
future,” City Administrator Jason 
Huisman said. “This rating con-
firms that our long-term strategy 
continues to keep the City on sta-
ble, sustainable ground.”

attendees are encouraged to wear 
casual Western attire such as 
jeans, boots and cowboy hats.

In addition to the festivities, 
guests will receive an exclusive 
preview of upcoming develop-
ment plans for the park.

“When most people think of 
the Farm Park, they picture gar-
dens and green space,” Farm Park 
Board Member Laura Barden 
said. “What they may not realize 
is that it’s also a place where chil-
dren can learn, discover and grow 
through hands-on experiences in 
nature.”

Barden added that ticket sales 
directly support new educational 
and recreational spaces for local 
children.

Tickets are available online at  
zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/under-
the-harvest-moon-2. For inquiries, 
email info@thefarmpark.com.

Germantown unemployment 
rises to 3.2% in August, still 

lowest among Shelby suburbs
The rate climbed four-tenths 
of a point but remained the 
lowest among the Memphis 
area’s major suburbs.

Staff Reports

Germantown’s unemployment 
rate rose to 3.2% in August, up 
four-tenths of a point from 2.8% 
in July, according to figures re-
leased Sept. 24 by the Tennessee 
Department of Labor and Work-
force Development. The rate was 
up two-tenths of a point from the 
3.0% recorded in August 2025.

An estimated 588 German-
town residents were counted as 
unemployed out of a labor force 
of 18,184, leaving 17,596 people 
working.

Rates moved higher across 
much of Tennessee in August, 

rising from July to August in 45 
of the state’s 95 counties, the de-
partment said, even as the season-
ally adjusted statewide rate held 
at 3.4%. City and county rates are 
not seasonally adjusted.

Even with the increase, Ger-
mantown recorded the lowest rate 
among Shelby County’s largest 
suburbs, ahead of Collierville 
at 3.3% and Bartlett at 3.9%. 
All three ran well below Shelby 
County’s 5.0% and the city of 
Memphis’ 5.6%.

The broader Memphis metro-
politan area, which spans parts of 
Mississippi and Arkansas, regis-
tered 4.6% in August, down from 
4.7% in July.

The Tennessee Department of 
Labor and Workforce Develop-
ment will release county unem-
ployment data for September next 
month.
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Y our financial se-
curity is only as 
strong as your 

digital security. A single sto-
len password, convincing 
scam or fraudulent invest-
ment offer can lead to lost 
savings, damaged credit or 
hours spent recovering com-
promised accounts. As our 
financial lives move increas-
ingly online, protecting your 
personal information is part 
of protecting your financial 
future. 

When it comes to man-
aging your money, there’s 
more to consider than just 
the bottom line. In addition 
to building wealth or reach-
ing goals, investing allows 
you to match your dollars 
with charitable causes or 
principles in line with your 
values.

Whether your focus is on 
protecting the planet, align-
ing with your faith or giving 
back to your community, a 
financial advisor who under-
stands your values can help 
you build a portfolio that 
reflects what matters to you. 

Know what you stand 
for

Before searching for a fi-
nancial advisor, take a mo-
ment to reflect on your own 
values. Are you passionate 
about sustainability? Do 
you want your investments 
to avoid companies that 
conflict with your faith? Is 
charitable giving something 
you want to incorporate into 
your financial strategy?

Make a list of your top 
priorities. Knowing what 
drives you can make it eas-
ier to find a financial advisor 
who understands and re-
spects your vision.

Do your homework
Next, look for financial 

advisors who focus on val-
ues-based investing. Terms 
like “socially responsible 
investing” (SRI), “faith-
based investing,” “impact 
investing” or “ESG” (which 
stands for environmental, 
social and governance) are 
good keywords to help your 
search.

Browse financial advisor 
websites and check their 
credentials. Some may high-
light their experience with 
sustainable funds, faith-
aligned investing or philan-
thropic planning. Look for 
signs that they are comfort-
able helping clients align 
their investments with their 
personal values.

Ask the right questions
Schedule a few introduc-

tory discussions, either in 
person or remotely. These 
chats are your chance to 
learn more about how the 
financial advisor works and 
whether they’ll be a good fit.

Ask about their invest-
ment approach:

• Do they offer portfoli-
os with a focus on ESG or 
faith-based filters?

• Have they worked with 
clients with similar values to 
yours?

• How do they assess char-
itable giving strategies or 
donor-advised funds?

• Do they understand the 
tax considerations associat-
ed with charitable giving?

Listen closely to the ques-
tions they ask of you. Are 
they interested in what mat-
ters to you? Do they under-
stand your values and prior-
ities? 

Also, consider their com-

munication style. Will they 
keep you updated regularly? 
Are they open to collabora-
tion when you want to adjust 
your plan?

Trust your instincts
Choosing a financial ad-

visor is a personal decision. 
Beyond their professional 
qualifications, you want 
someone who listens well 
and respects your goals. 
Meet with several financial 
advisors before making your 
choice. The right person will 
make you feel understood 
and supported, both finan-
cially and personally.

Ideally, you and your fi-
nancial advisor will forge 
a relationship that spans 
changes and milestones 
throughout your life. As de-
tails of your financial strate-
gy change, you’ll still want 
to hold onto your values in 
your investments.

Investing with purpose
Whether you’re hoping 

to reduce your carbon foot-
print, stay true to your faith 
or make the world a better 
place through giving, you 
don’t have to choose be-
tween your values and your 
financial future. There are 
many financial advisors who 
can help you do both. 

This article 
was written by 
Edward Jones 
for use by your 
local Edward 
Jones Financial 
Advisor - Tom 
Shelley. Visit his 

office at 7730 Wolf River Blvd. 
#107, Germantown or call 
(901)751-1212.  Edward 
Jones, Member SIPC

FINANCIAL FOCUS:  
Find a financial advisor who 

understands your values

I went to Knoxville 
this past weekend 
hoping to come 

home with a Tennessee 
victory. Instead, I brought 
home a sunburn, some 
Greek baked goods and a 
reminder that a weekend 
with an old friend can still 
be a good one, even when 
the scoreboard doesn’t co-
operate.

A high school friend and 
I headed over Friday after-
noon to watch the Vols take 
on Texas. We checked into 
our hotel, walked around 
town and enjoyed the at-
mosphere. There were quite 
a few Texas fans staying at 
the hotel, and we had some 
pleasant conversations with 

them. They were pretty de-
cent people, despite their 
questionable choice of or-
ange.

Saturday came with an 
extra layer of excitement 
because President Donald 
Trump attended the game. 
With additional security 
measures in place, the stadi-
um gates opened early at 9 
a.m., and fans were encour-
aged to arrive well ahead of 
kickoff. We took that advice 
and made the walk from our 
hotel in time to be there at 9.

Our tickets were for the 
social deck, which meant 
standing rather than having 
seats to return to. Normally, 
standing through a football 
game doesn’t bother me. 
But by the time we added 
the early arrival to the game 
itself, I think we spent about 
seven hours straight on our 
feet.

That is a considerable 
amount of standing for 

someone who wasn’t even 
playing.

Thankfully, the weath-
er was wonderful. I don’t 
think it got much above 75 
degrees during the game, 
which felt great after the 
heat we’ve had lately. The 
sunshine, however, made its 
presence known. My face is 
a little blistered, and I look 
more like I spent the week-
end at the beach than at a 
football stadium.

As for the game, Texas 
came away with a 20–17 
win. Losing by three points 
to the top-ranked team in 
the country is nothing to be 
ashamed of, but I still left 
feeling like that was one 
Tennessee could have won. 
A little more production 
from the offense could have 
made all the difference. Be-
ing close enough to imagine 
how it might have gone dif-
ferently almost makes the 
loss more frustrating.

After the game, we 
walked back to the hotel 
and spent more than an hour 
doing something we had ap-
parently taken for granted 
that morning: sitting down.

We talked about going 
back out and enjoying the 
downtown atmosphere, but 
neither of us seemed partic-
ularly eager to get moving 
again. Eventually, the ho-
tel’s Mediterranean restau-
rant won out over another 
walk around town. It turned 
out to be a good choice. We 
had a nice meal and each 
drank about two liters of 
water while we were sitting 
there.

After dinner, we consid-
ered going out again. In-
stead, we went back to the 
room, turned on more foot-
ball and called it a night. 
Knoxville was an hour 
ahead of our usual time, so 
I think we were in bed by 
about 8 p.m. Central.

Apparently, this is what a 
big football weekend with 
a high school friend looks 
like once you’re no longer 
anywhere close to being in 
high school. Still, there is 
something wonderful about 
the sleep that comes when 
you are completely exhaust-
ed and actually have time to 
stay asleep.

Sunday morning, we got 
up early and drove about 
three hours to Nashville to 
attend my friend’s Greek 
Orthodox church. He had 
invited me, and I was in-
terested in seeing what the 
service was like. It was 
certainly different from 
what I’m accustomed to on 
Sunday mornings, but the 
people were welcoming, 
and I appreciated their hos-
pitality.

The Nashville Greek Fes-
tival was also taking place 
on the church grounds that 
weekend. There was a large 

bake sale, so I loaded up 
on bread and other baked 
goods to take home to Lena 
and the kids. At least I could 
bring something home be-
sides complaints about Ten-
nessee’s offense.

It was a good weekend 
away, but I was glad to get 
back to my family and my 
own bed. The older I get, the 
more I appreciate both parts 
of a trip: having the oppor-
tunity to go somewhere and 
being happy to return.

I would still have pre-
ferred a win. But there is 
plenty of football left, and 
Saturday didn’t give me any 
reason to stop believing in 
the Vols. If Texas really is 
the best team in the country, 
Tennessee showed it could 
stay in the game with them.

I’ll keep standing be-
hind this team. Next time, 
though, I might look for a 
ticket that includes a chair.

STILL STANDING WITH THE VOLS

Scan This Code 
to visit us  

online, or go to: 
www.germantown.news

Friday, September 18th 

Crimes: 

A victim reported 
unwanted physical 
contact. The report 
originated from the 2100 
block of Exeter Road at 
10:37 a.m. 

A business reported that 
two subjects left without 
paying for their food. The 
report originated from 
the 7700 block of Poplar 
Avenue at 12:33 p.m. 

A victim reported a 
telephone scam. The 
report originated from 
the 3000 block of 
Oakleigh Manor Cove at 
2:05 p.m. 

A victim reported that 
a subject unlawfully 
entered their residence. 
The report originated 
from the 7700 block of 
Cross Village Drive at 5:56 
p.m. 

Saturday, September 
19th 

Crimes: 

A victim reported that 
their vehicle was taken. 
The report originated 
from the 2900 block of 
Sandy Creek Drive at 
10:43 p.m. 

Officers arrested a 
subject for unlawful 
possession of narcotics. 
The arrest originated from 
the 1900 block of South 
Germantown Road at 
11:02 p.m. 

Sunday, September 20th 

Crimes: 

Officers arrested a 
subject for unlawful 
possession of prescription 
drugs. The arrest 
originated from the area 
of South Germantown 
Road/Akerswood Drive 
at 12:41 a.m. A victim 

reported threatening 
text messages. The report 
originated from the 2400 
block of Sanders Ridge 
Lane at 7:51 a.m. 

A victim reported that 
their residence was 
intentionally damaged. 
The report originated 
from the 9100 block of 
Forest Estates Cove at 3:56 
p.m 

A victim reported a 
physical altercation inside 
of a vehicle. The report 
originated from

the of Poplar Avenue/
Village Shops Drive at 
10:14 p.m. 

Monday, September 21st 

Crimes: 

Two subjects were 
involved in a physical 
altercation. The report 
originated from the 9400 
block of Crestwyn Hills Cv. 
at 2:02 p.m. 

Two subjects were 
involved in a physical 
altercation.The report 
originated from the 8100 
block of Poplar Ave. at 
6:09 p.m. 

A business reported 
falling victim to a 
merchandise scam. The 
report originated from 
the 9200 block of Poplar 
Ave. at 6:19 p.m. 

An individual was 
arrested for possessing 
narcotics. The arrest 
originated from the area 
of Germantown / Kings 
College at 10:44 p.m. 

Tuesday, September 22nd 

Crimes: 

An individual was seen 
taking items from the 
business. The report 
originated from the 7700 
block of Poplar Ave.e at 
9:21 a.m. 

An individual received 
treatment from the 
business and left without 
paying. The report 
originated from the 2000 
block of Exeter Rd. at 9:37 
a.m. 

Wednesday, September 
23rd 

Crimes: 

A subject was observed 
taking merchandise from 
a business. The report 
originated from the 9200 
block of Poplar Avenue at 
10:27 a.m. 

A subject was observed 
taking merchandise from 
a business. The report 
originated from the 7600 
block of Poplar Avenue at 
5:32 p.m. 

Officers arrested a 
subject for being the 
primary aggressor during 
an altercation. The arrest 
originated from the 2000 
block of Kilbirnie Drive 
at 5:50 p.m. Officers 
arrested a subject for 
resisting arrest. The arrest 
originated from the area 
of South Germantown 
Road/Bixby Place South at 
7:11 p.m. 

Thursday, September 
24th 

Crimes: 

A victim reported 
threatening text 
messages. The report 
originated from the 8400 
block of Drury Lane at 
2:05 p.m. 

Two subjects were 
involved in a physical 
altercation. The report 
originated from the 7900 
block of Farindon Drive at 
6:57 p.m. 

CRASHES There were 
a total of 26 crashes 
reported for this time 
period

POLICE REPORTS
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ADVERTISE 
WITH  

The Bartlett Express, 
The Collierville 

Herald-Independent,  
The Millington 
Star and The 

Germantown News  
& Shelby Sun Times

BY PLACING  
AN AD IN  

The Shopper News 
Classifieds!

(901) 476-7116

YOUR CLASSIFIED AD 
COULD BE HERE! 

CALL 901.476.7116

SHOPPER NEWS CLASSIFIEDS  •  RICHARDSON MEDIA GROUP  •  THURSDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2026

AUTO AUCTIONS

AUTO AUCTIONS

To Place Your Ad, Contact Us 
Today! 901.476.7116  

adrianna@magicvalley 
publishing.com SHOPPER NEWSSHOPPER NEWS Classifieds To Place an Ad: 

476-7116

                          Auctions
GET THE WORD OUT about your next 
auction! Save Time & $$$. One Call 
For All. Your ad can appear in this 
newspaper + 104 other TN newspapers. 
For more info, contact this newspaper’s 
classified dept. or call 931-624-8916. 

            Cable / Satellite / Wireless
Choose EarthLink Fiber Internet for 
speeds up to 5 Gigs, no data caps, no 
throttling. Prices starting at $54.95. 
Plus, a $100 gift card when you make 
the switch.  Call 1-855-481-3340

DIRECTV- All your entertainment. 
Nothing on your roof! Sign up for Direct 
and get your first free months of Max, 
Paramount+, Showtime, Starz, MGM+ 
and Cinemax included. Choice package 
$84.99/mo. Some restrictions apply. Call 
DIRECTV 1-844-230-4803

Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet!  Free 
Install, Free HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 
On-Demand Movies, Plus Limited Time 

Up To $600 In Gift Cards. Call Today! 
1-844-274-6074   

                    Health / Beauty
Audien Hearing. The world’s first 
hearing aid with touchscreen controls. 
No tiny buttons, apps or prescriptions. 
45-day risk free trial. Free shipping. 
Lifetime support. More than 1.5 million 
happy customers. Call Audien 1-888-
297-2079

Safe Step Stairlifts. Enjoy greater 
independence and stay in the home 
you love. Feel safe on every level. $750 
off plus FREE installation. Made in 
the U.S.A. Call today for a free quote. 
1-866-432-3409

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 400 plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a discount plan. Do 
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 
1-844-278-8285 www.dental50plus.com/
tnpress #6258

                Home Improvement   
Olshan Foundation Solutions. Your 
trusted foundation repair experts since 
1933. Foundation repair. Crawl space 
recovery. Basement waterproofing. 
Water management and more. Free 
evaluation. Limited time up to $250 off 
foundation repair. Call Olshan 1-866-
265-5932             
        
                 Wanted - To Buy
We Buy Houses for Cash AS IS! No 
repairs. No fuss. Any condition. Easy 
three step process: Call, get cash offer 
and get paid. Get your fair cash offer 
today by calling Liz Buys Houses: 
1-877-551-1426
          
    Advertise Throughout Tennessee
YOUR LOW COST ADVERTISING 
Solution! One call & your 25 word ad will 
appear in 105 Tennessee newspapers 
for $275/wk or 28 West  TN newspapers 
for $120/wk. Call this newspaper’s 
classified advertising dept. or go to 
www.tnpress.com

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED ADS
Reaching more than 979,000 Readers Every Week!

For placement information, contact this newspaper’s classifi ed advertising department.
591,000

REMIT TO: 7731 HWY 70, SUITE 102, BARTLETT TN 38134  
CALL (901) 476-7116

YOUR 
CLASSIFIED 
AD COULD 
BE HERE!  

CALL 
901.476.7116

Special!!  General 
yard work, leaves 

raked, Putting down 
mulch.  Free Estimates. 
Reasonable.  PaCerno 

901-323-2822

SERVICES

901.476.7116Ca
ll 

to
 p

lac
e 

yo
ur

 ad
 to

da
y!

Your low-cost classified ad in The 
Bartlett Express, The Germantown 
News & Shelby Sun Times, The 
Collierville Herald Independent or 
The Millington Star will help turn 
your unwanted items into CASH.

 
Line classifieds are only $30/week 

for up to 5 lines (140 characters)  
to run in all four papers. 

Display ads are also available for 
$28/column-inch/week for all four 

papers or $12/column-inch for  
individual papers (4-inch minimum).

 ABOVE N BEYOND 
AUTO, INC.

2405 ELVIS PRESLEY BLVD. 
MEMPHIS, TN 38106

2014 DODGE CHAL.    
2C3CDYBT9EH115503

NOTICE OF INTENT THAT ANY 
OR ALL PARTIES HOLDING 

INTEREST IN THE FOLLOWING 
MUST CONTACT BY CERTIFIED 
MAIL WITHIN 10 DAYS OF THIS 

NOTICE ON  10-1-26.

B&B TOWING, LLC  
2574 SUMMER,  

MEMPHIS  38112

2012 CHRY TOWN & COUNTRY  
VIN# 2C4RC1BG8CR162824

2012 TOYT CBA  
VIN# 4T1BF1FK1CU133655

2013 HOND ACC  
VIN# 1HGCR2F38DA086336

2011BUIC LAX  
VIN# 1G4GC5ECXBF225723

THE FOLLOWING VEHICLES  
WILL BE SOLD TO SATISFY  

STORAGE AND TOW FEES ON 

10/21/2026:

2HNYD282X7H547625  
2007 ACURA MDX  

1N4AL3AP8DC921921  
2013 NISSAN ALTIMA 

3C6RREFP1T4166941  
2026 RAM 1500 BIG HORN 

JM1BL1U75D1745145  
2013 MAZDA 3 

1N4AL3AP4EN385796  
2014 NISSAN ALTIMA 

4T1BF28B8YU002944  
2000 TOYOTA AVALON 

JTDKN3DU5E1769779  
2014 TOYOTA PRIUS 

3N1AB7AP6EY266948  
2014 NISSAN SENTRA 

JNRAS08W76X210067  
2006 INFINITI FX35

NOVEMBER 1, 2026 AT 11 AM

DTS TOWING 
3930 THOMAS ST., MEMPHIS, 38127  

THE FOLLOWING VEHICLES  
WILL BE SOLD AT AUCTION ON

DIRTY SOUTH 
TOWING  

 210 Van Buren Ave.  
West Memphis, AR 72301

2015 NISSAN PATHFINDER 
5N1AR2MNXFC619218

2016 HYUNDAI ELANTRA 
5NPDH4AE6GH772673

2020 BUICK ENCORE 
KL4MMBS25LB099207

2019 CADILLAC XT5 
1GYKNCRS8KZ219720

2016 GMC ACADIA  
1GKKRRKD6GJ147399           

2012 FORD FOCUS 
1FAHP3K29CL323051

2009 LINCOLN SGL 
2LNHM82V49X636915

2001 BMW Z3 
WBACN33481LM07324

2024 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA 
3VWBM7BU3RM064952

2011 BMW X5 
5UXZV4C51BL402889

2016 JEEP CHEROKEE  
1C4PJLCBXGW179360

2012 BMW 528I  
WBAXG5C51CC594015

2016 JEEP RENEGADE 
ZACCJBBTXGPE05543

2014 CHEVROLET IMPALA 
 2G1WB5E30E1172537

The following vehicle will be sold 
to satisfy storage and tow fees on 

OCTOBER 15, 2026  
AT 9 A.M.

FAST LANE TOWING  
& RECOVERY, INC.

2405 ELVIS PRESLEY BLVD. 
MEMPHIS, TN 38134

2004 DODGE SQ1       
1D7HA18D34S766768

2018 CHEV CAM            
1G1FB1RS3J0154839

2001 GMC SIE                
1GTEC14V91Z252688

2001 SAT  AUR.               
1G8ZS57N17F279234

2010 NISS MAX  
1N4AA5AP0AC811605

NOTICE OF INTENT THAT ANY OR 
ALL PARTIES HOLDING INTEREST IN 
THE FOLLOWING MUST CONTACT  

BY CERTIFIED MAIL WITHIN 10 
DAYS OF THIS NOTICE ON 10-1-26.

HAVE  LOCAL NEWS TO SHARE? EMAIL IT TO:  
JENNIFERDESHAZO@MAGICVALLEYPUBLISHING.COM

WE’VE MOVED! OUR NEW LOCATION IS:   
7731 HWY 70, SUITE 102, BARTLETT TN 38134
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See This Week’s 
Answers In Next 
Week’s Edition 
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HEALTH INSPECTIONS — Germantown — week of September 23–28, 2026

Pink buildup found in ice dispensers  
at two Germantown businesses

GERMANTOWN — Inspectors found pink buildup in ice 
equipment at two Germantown businesses on the same day, 
September 23.

Waffle House #1205, 1249 S. Germantown Rd., scored 
92, the lowest of five Germantown inspections during the 
week of September 23 through 28. The inspector observed 
pink buildup on the white brim of the ice dispenser and di-
rected that the unit be serviced. Scoops used to pull hash 
browns were stored inside the product, batter utensils were 
improperly stored, racks inside the reach-in meat cooler 
needed pressure washing, and grease had built up under and 
around equipment.

At the Marriott TownePlace Suites, 7800 Neshoba Rd., 
the hotel scored 94 after the inspector found pink residue in 
the second floor ice machine and directed that the dispenser 
be washed, rinsed and sanitized. Paper towels were missing 
in a community restroom, and multiple strands of hair were 
observed at the bottom of a shower.

The hotel’s pool scored 96 the same day, cited for rust at 
the bottom of the pool and high alkalinity and pH.

Las Tortugas Deli Mexicana, 1215 S. Germantown Rd., 
scored 97 in a follow-up September 25. Raw fish was found 
improperly stored in metal containers in sitting water, with 
the report directing that it be thawed under running water. 

The inspector also asked that prep tables and the area under-
neath slicers be cleaned, noted walls and ceilings needing 
maintenance and a back door exposed to outside elements, 
and cited a missing current permit.

The Village at Germantown, 7820 Walking Horse Cir., 
scored 97 September 23 for personal bags stored on a rack 
entering the main kitchen, wiping cloths on prep stations, 
and clean utensils stored next to a hand sink.

Inspection reports are public record. Complete reports for 
all Tennessee establishments are available at inspections.
myhealthdepartment.com/tennessee.

Waffle House scores 92 and Marriott hotel 94; five inspections posted

This Week’s Inspections  
at a Glance
Germantown health inspections, September 23-28, 
2026. Source: Tennessee Department of Health / Shelby 
County Health Department.

Marriott TownePlace Suites (Hotel) — 7800 Neshoba 
Rd.
Hotel/motel, routine, September 23 — Score: 94
Ice machine on 2nd floor has pink residue; wash, rinse and 
sanitize dispenser.
Paper towels missing in community restroom.
Hair observed at the bottom of shower, multiple strands.
Marriott TownePlace Suites (Pool) — 7800 Neshoba Rd.
Public swimming pool, routine, September 23 — Score: 96

Rust located at bottom of pool.
Alkalinity is high and pH is high.
Item marked out of compliance, no detail given: current 
permit posted.
The Village at Germantown — 7820 Walking Horse Cir.
Food service, routine, September 23 — Score: 97
Improper storage of personal bags on rack upon entering 
the main kitchen.
Multiple wiping cloths on prep stations.
Clean utensils stored next to hand sink.
Additional items marked out of compliance, no detail giv-
en: current permit posted; most recent inspection posted.
Waffle House #1205 — 1249 S. Germantown Rd.
Food service, routine, September 23 — Score: 92
Pink buildup observed on white brim of ice dispenser. 
Corrective action: service unit.

Scoops used to pull hash browns stored inside product; 
utensils for batter improperly stored.
Bottom of racks inside reach-in meat cooler and where 
dishes are held need to be wiped down and pressure 
washed.
Asked to maintain and clean under and around all equip-
ment to remove built-up grease.
Las Tortugas Deli Mexicana — 1215 S. Germantown Rd.
Food service, follow-up, September 25 — Score: 97
Raw fish improperly stored inside metal containers and 
sitting water; asked to thaw under running water.
Asked to clean and maintain all prep tables, underneath 
slicers and around all equipment.
Asked to maintain all walls and ceilings; back door leading 
outside is exposed to outside elements.
Missing current permit.

WE’VE MOVED! OUR NEW LOCATION IS:   
7731 HWY 70, SUITE 102, BARTLETT TN 38134
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GREAT NEWS!
IN THE PAST 24 MONTHS, WE HAVE HELPED 30 FAMILIES 
OBTAIN MEDICAID BENEFITS FOR THEIR LOVED ONES 
WHO REQUIRE NURSING HOME CARE.

Call Cox Law Office today for a consultation.

DON’T WAIT UNTIL A CRISIS OCCURS. LET US HELP 
YOU PLAN TO ESTABLISH MEDICAID ELIGIBILITY.

Past results do not guarantee future outcomes. Every Medicaid application is dependent upon the 
client’s unique facts, financial circumstances, eligibility, and applicable law.

COX LAW 
OFFICE

901.853.3500 
149 S. Rowlett, 
Collierville, 38017 
coxelderlaw.com

WINNERS, 
Continued from 1

accomplishments! 
Their success at the Delta Fair 

is a wonderful reflection of their 
hard work and creativity, as well 
as the opportunities they have to 
develop their artistic talents at 
Dogwood Elementary.

Edie Ellis, 1st grade
All Photos courtesy GMSD

Husni Dweik, 2nd grade

Oakleigh Darnell, 2nd grade

Avery Bennett, 4th grade 

Jacob Voyles, 4th grade

Emma Hong, 5th grade


